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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


CHARLES AZNAVOUR DISCUSSES ARMENIAN CAUSE 
Author, Composer, ‘Ambassador’ 


Paris LE MONDE AUJOURD'HUI in French Supplement to No 12246, 10-11 Jun 84 
p 2 


[Article by Michel Castaing: "Author-Composer-Ambassador"] 


[Text] Charles Aznavour categorically rejeads the conservative image people 
have of him. He even gets angry about it: "Someone raised on the left can 
never be on the right. The left is a state of mind that is born with you and 
dies with you," he says. 


The author of "La Mamma" was raised in a leftist family. "I had a totally 

politicized childhood," he reveals. "I was much more with Waldeck-Rochet than 

the kids on my street. An Sundays, we went to communist dances, meetings, and 
A 

so on. 


Does this mean that the interpreter of "A Taxi for Trobuk" is a leftist? He 
sincerely replies that he is not: "Neither a rightist or a leftist, but if 
there ever was a man for whom I felt great sympathy, it was De Gaulle." What 
then is the source of his rightist image? The fact that in 1974, he supported 
Valery iscard d'Estaing? Here again, he protests: "I will tell you exactly 
what happened. Giscard d'Estaing's entourage had asked Michel Sardou to sing 
the 'Farewell Song.’ On that day, Michel's daughter was seriously injured and 
he had to cancel. As strange as it may seem, I was the only one they could 
find in Paris who knew the 'Farewell Song’ by heart. That is absolutely all 

I did. And [I will tell you something more: In all my life -- and I am three 
times 20 years old -- I have been in only two benefit concerts involving 
politics: the first in Marseille and it was for Francois Mitterrand. The 
second was in Italy and it was for the UNITA and therefore communist, and I 
stated the following: 'I agree to sing for only one reason: for the public.'" 
It would have been futile to insist: Charles Aznavour refuses to take a poli- 
tical position. Questioned about Yves Montand, "a man I like a great deal," 

he asked: "But he did make a mistake, didn't he? He admits it himself and I 
have a great deal of admiration for people who admit their mistakes. That is 
good and it is rare. But he influenced many people after all, did he not?" 

"My political color is red, white and blue." Aznavour often repeated during the 
interview that he is "tricolor, patriotic, profoundly French." If he gave his 











last three children Russian names: Katia, Misha and Nikolai, he is still 
raising them in a totally French culture, while trying to give them the "best 
possible background": English, Spanish, German. ''My wife, who is Swedish, 
speaks only French at home." And what about Armenian? "I always tell my 
children that they must never forget that they have Armenian blood in their 
veins, that their father is Armenian, that their paternal grandparents were 
Armenian. But I absolutely want them to know what they are: They are French. 


" 


Aware he is an ambassador, a word he likes because, he says, he is not "parti- 
san'' and has sung in 82 countries. Aznavour, who has returned to live in 

Switzerland after two years in the United States, affirms so much faith in the 
"mother country" that the question of why he does not live in France naturally 


comes to mind. 


The answer comes by itself: "Money? Oh, oh, money, I adore making it, it is 
true. But I am not very smart about it. My tax troubles? I managed to have 
the suit thrown out after a deal. You see, I tell you everything. But what 
really bothers me is this: They don't worry about France and the French enough. 
The left and the right: That's all a little old-fashioned, don't you think? 

I am very surprised about what is happening in the United States. The Russians 
and the Americans are nearly alike. They are nationalistic and chauvinistic, 
while we are only chauvinistic." 


Has he sung-700 or 800 songs? "I can admit it to you: I have no idea. They 
say 1,000, 2,000. I say that's right; I don't care. I don't keep count.” 
He has also been in some 30 films, if one is to believe the 1984 "Who's Who." 
But what comes next? "I'll keep at it." 


Armenian Issues Discussed 
Paris LE MONDE AUJOURD'HUI in French Supplement to No 12246, 10-11 Jun 84 pp 2-3 
[Interview with Charles Aznavour, in Paris, 23 May, by Michel Castaing] 


[Text] For the first time, Charles Aznavour has agreed to speak out on the 
Armenian question. ''My most difficult subject,'’ says the famous French sirger, 
and one has no trouble believing him. Of Armenian origin -- his real name is 
Varenagh Aznaourian -- the author of "They Have Fallen" [Ils Sont Tombes], the 
song dedicated to the genocide of 1915 to 1922, has always been extremely 
sensitive to the cause. 


In Paris on the day after his 60th birthday -- he was born on 22 May 1924 -- 
Aznavour revealed during the interview he granted us that he will continue to 
support even more the Armenian Church and schools throughout the world. 


Refusing to becoming politically involved, either on the domestic level in 
France or in the Armenian movements, the international singer-author would much 
like to have been a mediator between Turkey, which he respects, and Armenia, 
which he loves. So far, the circumstances have denied him this role. 


A supporter of unity in the strongest sense of the word, Aznavour would like to 
be a "rallier."' He seems to have both the vision and the capacity for it, an 
unknown side of his personality. This is how the interview went: 
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[Aznavour] One must say at the very outset: The Turkish people are not imbe- 
Cciles. Turkey has proved that its leaders were intelligent men. One cannot 
Say that they have done so badly over the past decades. 


[Question] You are naturally making a distinctionbetween the Ottoman Empire and 
the Turkish Republic? 


[Answer] Absolutely. Totally. One is forced to make the distinction, just as 
between Hitler and Germany, between the Nazis and Germany. Just as between the 
settlers who killed the Indians to steal their land and the Americans of today. 
One cannot incriminste an entire people. It is never a people that decides to 

Say yes or not; it is always the leaders. 


[Question] In 1980, you wanted to be a mediator between the Armenians and the 
Turks. In January of that year, you sent a letter of support to the presiding 
judge of the Paris Assize Court concerning four Armenians accused of involvement 
in a terrorist action.+ And yet, you are scarcely known as a politician.... 


[Answer] Ah, no! I am not a politician! I am involved in a single solitary 
cause: the Armenian cause. And furthermore, not in a revolutionary way. I 

am an Armenian by nationality. I have never denied my roots, but I will not go 
live in Armenia. I am not one of those people who say: "If my country ever 
changes, becomes this or that, then I will return." 


[Question] You have even said that that is folklore. 


[Answer] No, I said it was "my" folklore, which is not the same thing. I you 
will, I have made Armenia my religion. Since I am not a terribly religious 
man, I have to have a religion. Mine is Armenia. And my country is France 
because otherwise, I could never solve it; I could not explain anything to you. 
I know it is difficult to tell you that I will never go to Armenia to live and 
at the same time assure you that I am Armenian. They say if you don't want to 
live in Armenia, then you are not Armenian. That is not true. I am French, 
but I have roots that I can absolutely not cut off. Thefartherit goes, the 
deeper my roots will be. 

i 
[Question] Do you consider yourself to be a Frenchman from Armenia or an 
Armenian from France? 


[Answer] Simply a Frenchman of Armenian origin. There is no other way to 
put it. 


[Question] Let's get back to your positions. 


[Answer] Fine. I was saying that I cannot fail to have respect for the Turks 
of today, but I believe that they are guilty of an enormous historical error: 
that of denying the Armenian genocide. We are up against a wall. I am not 
saying that it is the Turkish people who deny it. The grandson of "the other 
Ones" may not even know about it. He says only what he is told to say, what 
he has read. I believe that it is high time for all that to end. There are 
wars everywhere: The Irish are fighting among themselves, the Arabs among 
themselves, in Israel.... It is time for people to grow up. How long do we 








have on this earth? What are we defending? They claim to defend our welfare 
and in the end, they are defending something worse. So we come to the bomb. 
As for myself, I am against violence. 


[Question] You were born in the Latin Quarter in Paris. How uid you become 
aware of the Armenian question? 


[Answer] I will answer that question. There are two ways of looking at the 
Armenian question. First of all, what it has been from the very beginning: 
the refusal to recognize a historical fact, the difficulty of writing our own 
history. Our writers have for the most part been prevented from publishing 
their books. There was pressure from the government; there always is. There 
has been less in France since the arrival of the Socialist Government. That 
is true. 


[Question] Mitterrand was the first French president to officially recognize 
the Armenian genocide.* 


[Answer] That is absolutely true. To return to the matter of my childhood, 

my youth, my sister and I had parents who did not want to "make waves" in 

their new country. They constantly warned us: "Be careful, my children. 

We are in a foreign country. We have been treated well. Do not make trouble. 
Let us behave."' That is why our fathers enlisted, our cousins entered the 
Resistance and very close friends were killed by the Germans, like Manouchian. ~ 
But to tell you the real truth, we never talked about the Armenian question 
much at home. I discovered it through the tears of a mother. My mother often 
wept as she looked at the family pictures. And yet, we were never raised 

with hate. That is very important. Then the French Armenian nation emerged. 
It became totally French. I know no Armenians with accents, who are different 
in their ways. If you go to Marseille, they are Marseillais; in Lyon, Lyonnais, 
and so on. 


[Question] Is it not precisely that assimilation that challenges the ASALA or 
the MNA4? 


[Answer] How old are their members? They are definitely younger than I. You 
have to understand that when I was 12. 15 or 18 years old, I could do nothing 
but blend in. I needed a country. 


[Question] Have those organizations contacted you? 


[Answer] I do not know who it was who once came to Olympia. They contacted 
me that time and I told them: "Listen, my friends. Personally speaking, I 
have done my utmost for the Armenian nation my whole life. First of all, 

I started out by saying that I was Armenian when no one dared to say so. | 
said it on stage and they reacted by saying: "Oh! So you are Armenian? 

Like Aznavour? Then I walked around with the Armenian race on the sweat of 
my brow throughout the world, also thanks to the talent they were kind enough 
to see in me. I have put it down, that big Armenian stone. 


[Question] In that moving song, "Ils Sont Tombes," composed in 1976? 











[Answer] Long before that. The first time I was in Olympia, Bruno Coquatrix 
put together an international program, with Sydney Bechet and many others. If 
I remember right, Marcel Marceau (the mime) represented France. I was the 
Armenian. I was not against that. It didn't bother me. I had come to sing 


a French song. 

[Question] You have never sung in Armenian? 

[Answer] Never in my life. 

[Question] What is it, after all, that makes you want to be a mediator? 
[Answer] Being a mediator means putting an end to something. You mentioned 
my letter of support. If tomorrow, four Frenchmen had a problem in Australia, 
I would do exactly the same thing. I am dealing with a family. If they 
could get along without me, then I would like it better. But if they truly 
need me, in a very specific way, for a kind of meeting, then I am ready. 


[Question] What do you mean by a "meeting"? 


[Answer] I want all that to stop, that water be thrown on the fire on both 
sides. 


(Question] In "Ils Sont Tombes," you.... 





[Answer] I do not speak of the Turks. 
[Question] That's it. 


[Answer] I would never have made the mistake of mentioning the Turks. Then 
they would immediately have thought of Turkey today and the Turks working in 
France. I cannot accuse those people. It is the Ottoman Empire we are 
talking about. 


[Question] And yet, Turkey today seems to assume responsibility for the past 
because it vigorously protests every time they bring up the Armenian genocide. 


[Answer] Because I think that Turkey today is still too proud, too arrogant, 
too "old-fashioned," to accept something the whole world has accepted for 
other races. What did the Germans do? What are the Canadians still paying 
for today -- that is something people do not know about -- to the Indians 

in their country? Things like that. 


[Question] In some Armenian circles, they question the authenticity of your 
Armenianness. What do you think of that? 


[Answer] That it is of benefit to certain persons to question it. But let 
them tell me that to my face. They have even said that "he has just begun to 
say he is Armenian because that benefits him." But all you have to do is open 
the program of the Theatre du Petit-Monde in 1933 and read, in reference to 
me, "le petit Caucasien 


"!?’ They can say what they want about me; I don't care. 








t just keep going. I have always been a bulldozer! Otherwise, I would have 
been a tailor. How many Armenian singers have had a great career in the world? 
Without false modesty, I am the only one! And it is very difficult to be an 
Armenian today, especially for the people of my generation. It is not as hard 
for the young. They have a cause. We did not even have the right to have 

a cause. 


[Question] Long ignored in France, the Armenian question has only recently 
become an issue, right? 


[Answer] Because the Armenians woke up. I wrote "Ils Sont Tombes." They 

did not rise up. The younger generation of Armenians, the activist generation, 
has one thing you cannct take away from it: They stand tall. In my song, 

we survived. But the young people do more than survive. So that when they 
tell me, "You claim to be against violence and yet, you supported the four 
defendants in the Paris trial," I reply: "Yes, I am against violence, but 
when only violence is left to make people see things, then I can perfectly 

well understand why these young people, who are out of patience, act. I 
deplore it, but I cannot condemn them." 


[Question] .Is that what moved you to write to the presiding judge of the 
Assize Court? 


[Answer] Four boys were involved there with the same blood that runs in my 
veins. I had to write. The man writing the letter was not a coward. 


[Question] You have not answered the question fully. What does "mediator" 
specifically mean for you? 


[Answer] I would so much like to have met a person like myself in Turkey, or 
probably, even surely, a journalist, who would have sat down with me and said: 
"What can we do?" There must be a dialogue, an opening. The most important 
thing is hope. The Armenian cause is a cause without hope. That is what makes 
it so difficult. If only in Turkey there were a small political party -- the 
ecologists, perhaps -- who would say: "We want all that to stop. In both 
directions: historic reparation for vou, in the form of a statement, and for 
us, no more talk about it, for there is too much talk of us."" That is what 

a mediator is. Let me be the cause of that, but perhaps I would not be the 
right person. Perhaps I do not have the credentials, am not sufficiently 


informed. You are interviewing me on the most difficult subject. 
[Question] Why have you never spoken out on this matter? 


[Answer] Because I am very reserved. I think sincerely: Just as much as 
we have the right to recognition of the historic facts, it bothers me to 
annoy my neighbors. I don't like people to say to me: "Oh, look! They have 
blocked the streets off because of you." I would be equally reserved about 

a French cause in a foreign country. 


[Question] You just said that you were not a "terribly religious" man. The 
influence of the Armenian Church.... 








[Answer] That is what preserves the Armenian nation. I am therefore close 
to the church. Ido not say that I go to church. 


[Question] Are you a believer? 


[Answer] Yes, yes. I would say so. I ama believer. I wear the Armenian 
cross around my neck. I do not wear it because I am a believer but because 
I am of Armenian origin. It is not the same thing. 


[Question] In your songs, you speak about God a great deal. 
[Answer] Yes, a great deal. God is a marvelous personage. 
[Question] In "They Have Fallen," there are two references to God. 


[Answer] Because it was a religious massacre, a religious genocide. You 
must not forget that! Those who agreed to be Islamized were not exterminated. 
Only the Gregorians were killed. For the most part, Catholics from Ankara 
were not bothered; the Pope protected them. Totally, with respect to those 
who spoke Turkish. At least, that is what the sources among the people have 
told me. 


[Question] When you went to Erevan (capital of Soviet Armenia) to sing 
20 years ago, in 1964, how was your welcome? 


[Answer] At times, they seemed to be thrilled and sometimes my remarks seemed 
to bother them. They said to me: "Why don't you sing in Armenian?" I told 
them: "J do not because I am a French singer." I said a few words in Armenian 
on stage, not too much. They made me promise thas, I would sing in Armenian 
the next time. How can I promise that? I can't sing in Armenian! 

\ 
[Question] But you know the language well! Which Armenian do you speak: 
the Eastern or Western? ; 


[Answer] A little of both, a mixture. My father was an Armenian from Russia 
and my mother an Armenian from Turkey. I speak Armenian fluently, perhaps 
the Armenian from Turkey more because in that area, it is the mother who has 
the most influence. 


[Question] What are your plans for the Armenian question? 


[Answer] When I said, in 1980, that I would like to be a mediator, I think 
that no one liked it. So I had to retreat. You have to know how to retreat, 
how to recognize things. The fundamental purpose is this: That nation must 
not disappear. It is a fine nation. What I am going to do is to study the 
case of the Armenian schools much more. They asked me to do a gala, for which 
the tickets would be very expensive, to build a school in France where the 
children of Armenians could practice their language. I adore children. | 
will get involved in that. Then I am going to help the Armenian Church here 
and there. IL already did a benefit concert for it in New York and now they 
have asked me to do one for the New Jersey church. Years ago, I gave a recital 
for Armenian schools in Argentina. I will get involved in these things. 








[Question] To hear you, one ends up with the impression that you regret 
having taken a position on the Armenian question. 


[Answer] Absolutely not! If IL had it to do all over again, i would do the 
same thing. What I mainly regret is that I was not very useful. Let us 
agree on one thing: There are two Armenias: the Armenia to be recovered and 
the one that actually exists. There is that unreachable dream that floats in 
territories no longer Armenian and there is the real Armenia. That is what 

I defended. At one time, especially after the war, they said: “Armenia does 
not exist." And I would protest: "But it does exist! Soviet Armenia!" Then 
they replied that Soviet Armenia was not Armenia because it is not free. So 
I replied: "What do you mean it is not free? Have you even gone to see’ 
Armenia does exist. Those people have an Armenia. They speak Armenian there 
There is an Armenian Government, even if it is a satellite government. There 


~ 
P a. - — . z : ° + ; it 
does exist something, something tangibl 


e and solid. 


[Question] Why have you never participated in the ASALA or the MNA? 


. OY \ . . TY) ¢ +} ig ia T i + 7a ; Noa Z - ; nT Lo mT 
{ Answer ] AS SOON as cnNnere a a SDi1T 3 LS impossli le Lor me to CAKE Up Y 
piven cause. Il have Armenian friends, but I do not go to Armenian places. 


’ | 
What bothers me is that: division. I will give you an example. When my 
parents died, they were buried by a Gregorian priest, but I also had a Catholic 
priest come. I did not eliminate him. One day in Australia, they invited me 
to a charity event where many Armenians were to be present. I told them: "J 
would like to come, but on the condition that all religious and political 
factions be represented.'"' That is my purpose: unity. 
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[Question] Would you truly like to be a unifier? 


f co y ] j hv ] T =] rh - sf) 7h \~ rT) i = | ? Tae ¢ Th, a Y ] tT th 
{Answer} i think I am somewhat, somewhat or a ict! Yes, I am. The people who 
come to see me do not wave tlags. Political flags, I mean. What mainiy inter- 
ests me is man, the human person. 


DOOTNOATEC 
FOOTNOTES 


L. On 31 January 1984, four Armenians were sentenced to 7 years hard labor 
by the Assize Court of Paris, presided over by Guy Floch. On 24 Septembei 
1951, they took hostages at the Turkish Consulate in Paris, during which 
action a Turkish guard was killed and the consul general seriously wounded. 
In a letter to Floch before the trial opened, Charles Aznavour had e 
pressed "the hope for a positive solution" for "young people (who) have as 
their excuse a search for identity and the uncertainty of their lack of 
roots." 


2. Ina speech delivered in Vienna (Isere) on 7 January 1984, the chief of 
state told the Armenian community: “It is not possible to wipe away the 
traces of the genocide that struck you. It must be engraved in the minds 
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of men. 











3. Missak Manouchian, head of the MOL (Immigrant Labor) resistance movement, 
close to the Communist Party and connected with the FTP [French Guerrillas 
and Partisans], was, along with 22 romrades from his group, shot by the 
Germans on 21 February 1944 at Mont-Valerien. The trial of the Manouchian 
group was to be placed under the sign of the Red Placard that denounced 
"foreigners" and that later became the name of a legendary poem of Aragon. 

4. The ASALA (Secret Armenian Organization for the Liberation of Armenia) 
includes several factions, from the moderates to the extremists, supporters 
of terrorist actions. The MNA (Armenian National Movement) seeks a solu- 
tion to the Armenian question by political means. 

5. Charles Aznavour made his debut on the stage of the Theatre du Petit Monde 
at the age of 9, as a "Caucasian dancer." That same year (1933), he played 
in his first film, "La Guerre des Gosses," with Mouloudji. Since that 
time, he has made some 30 films, the best known of which are "La Tete 
Contre les Murs" (Grand Prize for French films in 1959 from the Academy 

o of the Cinema), “Le Passage du Rhin,"” "Un Taxi pour Tobrouk," "Ne Tirez 
Pas sur le Pianiste," "La Metamorphose des Cloportes," "Paris au Mois 
d'Aout,'' and more recently (1982), 'Les Fantomes du Chapelier." 
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ALGERIA 


REGIONAL REORGANIZATION STRATEGY 

Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 17, 18 Jun 84 

[Article by Omar Berbiche: "The New Territorial Arrangement" | 
[17 Jun 84 p 14] 


[Text] ''As basic planning units, the governorates and communes contribute to 
drawing up and implementing development strategy and to regionalizing the plan."' 
"They are the basic organs for building the nation, and their creative activity 
is involved in concrete problems experienced by the masses and thus constitutes 
a powerful driving force for national development" (National Charter, p 29). 


Any country's socio-economic development is closely tied to its level of organi- 
zation and its capacity to use it. This matrix called organization may be more 
or less adapted to the needs of a given economic and social structure at a par- 
ticular time in its history and may either generate its own development or, con- 
versely, slow it down or, worse yet, mortgage it. This is to say that any orga- 
nization needs to reorganize itself at a given moment in its historical evolu- 
tion and in the socio-economic conditions exuded by its development; it must do 
so in order to adapt continuously and for the better to the new realities and 
changes that have been induced. 


I. The Administration Draws Closer to the Citizen 


Territorial organization is no exception to the rule. It iS, moreover, a major 
advantage in achieving development and social welfare objectives. 


As a sign of a constantly changing society, Algeria has had its administrative 
and territorial landscape reshaped 4 times since the nation became independent: 
in 1963, 1971, 1974 and, lastly, a few months ago. 


The new alignment includes the addition of 17 governorates and 836 communes, 
which brings the number of governorates to 48 and of communes to 1,540. 


The three previous reforms of national administration were different in that 

they affected only one level or another of the pyramid, namely either the gover- 
norate or the commune. The ambition of the new territorial organization is incom- 
parably more assertive, and its extent is much greater. 
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In practice and purpose, the old administrative map was marked to a certain extent 
by the stigma of the heavy legacy of colonialism, which carved up the country with 
the meticulous finesse of a hostess keeping the best slices of cake for her most 
favored cuests. 


Some regions were favored over others, which were paradoxically kept in a state 
of complete deprivation in a conscious effort to serve political and military 
purposes. 


The "Senatus consultum" law of 22 April 1963 was-part and parcel of that strategy; 
it set up a "village-commune" mode of organizing the population in order to over- 
come the community feelings in Algerian society. So much for the historical aspect. 


More Than an Administrative Alignment 


The scope of the country's new territorial organization goes beyond the narrow 
framework of a common, ordinary administrative alignment with boundaries being 
drawn between governorates and communes; it fits a dynamic perspective made neces- 
sary by the new stage of development that the country is going through. Indeed, 
new conditions have appeared on all development fronts since the territorial 
reshaping of 1974. 


The commune and governorate are basic units of the institutional edifice and 

are the place in which political will becomes manifest in the many development 
projects dedicated to the benefit of the people; the commune and governorate 
must adhere to the actual situation of the country in order to carry-out the 
mission that has fallen to them. Adhering to reality means that they ought not 
to be governmental bodies that passively undergo development but ones that regen- 
erate it and take charge of it in all its complexity. For various reasons, this 
role has not always been correctly played in all cases. Among the reasons for 
that is the old territorial arrangement, which has shown itself to be obviously 
out of date. The old setup carried in its wake conditions that threatened to 
annihilate all the national government's efforts to develop certain regions 
unless corrective measures were taken in time. 


That situation created communes and governorates that were too large in area, 

that had overly large populations, that featured uncontrolled urban sprawl at 

the expense of agricultural land, that had migrations from the countryside, with 

all the attendant consequences in farming development, that had public services 
falling short of the people's expectations because of poor accessibility to govern- 
ment offices due to social disparities (in health, education, supply and management) 
between governorates, that showed occasionally abortive development and that had 
many other shortcomings. These drawbacks affected generally the opportunities 
afforded to local communities and prevented them from being realized, for the 
reasons cited and many others. 


Going to Meet the Governed 


In the light of this experience it became imperative to make a new territorial 
arrangement, one that would be oriented toward the future. It had to be a thorough 
recasting (some administrators do not hesitate to speak of revolution) integrated 
into a clear and far-seeing vision integrated into the vast process of the other 
battle currently being waged by Algeria: reclamation of the land. 
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While purely administrative concerns have prevailed over others in the past 

when it came to deciding to create a governorate or commune, the philosophy of 

the new territorial organization has also set itself other objectives. Even so, 
it does not ignore the administrative aspect, which is one of its many dimersions. 
These other objectives are economic, strategic, demographic and geographic; they 
include regional balance and social justice. These objectives are just as impor- 
tant as administration in promoting a harmonious, balanced and integrated develop- 
ment of our local communities. These actions are intended to optimize socio-eco- 
nomic development and to spread progress throughout the country; they are also 
intended to lay the groundwork for a modern administration wherever one is required. 
(he administration shall go to meet the governed rather than the opposite, as has 
sometimes been the case for some communities that could obtain official documents 
only by undertaking a veritable expedition over the long, difficult distances that 
sometimes separate administrative centers from the commune or the governorate from 
the other localities under its territorial jurisdiction. 


Towards a Redistribution of Populations 


If we are to appreciate fully the appropriate and inescapable quality of the new 
territorial alignment, we must look back over some occasionally bitter facts. 
First, there is demography: statistics show that more than half of the entire 
Algerian population, 53.6 percent, is concentrated in governorates along the 
coast or just inland (Algiers, Annaba, Skikda, Bejaia, Oran, etc.). 


Within this very narrow belt are privileged poles of population clusters limited 
to a few well-known regions. These are 4 governorates that alone account for 
nearly 46 percent of the population: Algiers (26 percent), Oran (8.2 percent), 
Constantine (6.22 percent) and Blida (5.58 percent). The governorates of the 
interior and South lag far behind. These figures show the whole magnitude of 
the massive exodus and migration from the South to the North. 


Also, the present distribution of population around the country tells us that 
there is no clear and rational policy for arranging the social fabric; it thereby 
reveals the difficulties that public services have in following the constant, 
uncontrolled ebb and flow of population movements. The accessibility of some 
local governmental seats has become a problem, quite like the diffusion of pro- 
gress and development in all their forms. 


The population density of Algiers is 2,530 people per square kilometer; Blida: 
24 per km*; Setif: 96 per km*; while Tamanrasset has only 0.08 per km-. 


Statistics of the ministry of Planning and National Development also show that 
if this trend, which is dangerous and has incalculable consequences, is not 
brought to a halt, the governorates in the northern part of the country will 
take in about a million more inhabitants, with 4.5 percent of the total popula- 
tion shared by the five governorates of Algiers, Annaba, Tizi-Ouzou, Blida and 
Oran. Meanwhile, the eight governorates of the Hauts-Plateaux will lose 15.5 
percent of their population to the northern regions of the country. 
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Redistribution of the Labor Market 


The employment rate is also highest in the Northern governorates. At a time 
when the countryside is being inexorably drained of its labor force by the 
insidious rural exodus, the cities are under great pressure to take in this 
"reserve army,'' even though the cities are already creaking under a population 
growth that reached its peak in recent years. 


The consequences are well known to everyone. There are social pressures and 
new, unplanned-for needs in employment, health and education. The governorates 
are not prepared to meet them and have thus far been condemned to be burdened 
by these new responsibilities as though by the whim of history. 


However, it is a fact that population trends are not the only factor to have 
made it necessary to draw up a new national map, although population trends 

are an important parameter in implementing any development program for progress 
and social betterment. Other elements explain the new steps being taken to give 
the national map a more dynamic content. One of them is the tax inequities 
between governorates and communes. 


Some regions with a small tax base have been penalized in their development 
efforts because of it, and this has contributed to compromising their financial 
autonomy. For this reason some local communities have acquired the status of 
tax-assisted, and their development initiatives are basically subordinated to 
national government concerns. They are thus induced to develop in the shadow 
of national government efforts. 


Other disparities have appeared, as well. For example, in two adjacent gover- 
norates one of them succeeded remarkably in its development while the other 
failed miserably and has a difficult future. Were they offered the same chances 
for human and material development? The question is worth asking, over and above 
the question of management, which is also an important matter. 


[18 Jun 84 p 14] 
[Text] II. Mutual Aid and Solidarity in Its Application 


The new territorial organization is intended to correct imbalances 
resulting from the old organization and provide for better distri- 
bution of economic activities and production factors, rational 
distribution of national revenue, and judicious distribution of 
human potential. The implementation of these objectives involves 
first and foremost a viable reshaping of local communities for 

the purpose of making them humanly, economically, financially 

and administratively reliable and controllable entities. The 

new territorial organization answers all these concerns and will 
certainly make it possible to bring distant populations out of 
their isolation and integrate them fully into the process of 
national development. The new organization will also help 

give the national policy of regional balance its full significance. 
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An attentive reading of the list of communes and governorates that have been 
newly created will reveal the care that government authorities have taken to 
provide for the economic and social balance of the country through decentralized 
entities: the local communities. The following statistics are very enlightening 
in this regard. First, take geography: among the 17 new governorates created, 

2 are located in the South, 7 in the interior and 8 in the North. 


Reasonable Sizes 


It is .1deed quite significant that the new communes and governorates are located 
on the Hauts-Plateaux and in the South of the country. As is well known it is an 
action that has been taken in the perspective of national development extending 
to the end of the century and in the context of intensive, judicious redistribu- 
tion of economic activity. 


Better yet, most of the communes created are farming or mixed farm and livestock 
areas that have experienced a high emigration rate. The other communes feature 
industry and handicrafts. Moving the latter up to commune status will undeniably 
help keep the local populations at home. 


The area of the new communes and governorates is another parameter that the legis- 
lature has taken into consideration. There shall be neither giantism nor atomi- 
zing. The time is past when some governorates resembled states within the state 
and had indefinite boundaries while others stifled in wrappings too narrow for 
their grand ambitions. 


The areas of the new configurations range between 50,000 hectares in the southern 
governorates, 50,000-200,000 hectares in the interior ones, and over 200,000 hec- 
tares in the northern ones. In any case, the the borders of the communes and 
governorates created will be determined by government regulation. 


At present most of the governorates have populations of more than 200,000 people. 
Similarly an average population density will be decided upon in order to provide 
for an equitable and rational distribution of the population. This will provide 
all the better for the populations' social betterment and for the greater effi- 
ciency of public administration, which will gain a great deal in matters of costs 
and the management of local finances. 


Bio-climatic and physical homogeneity is another criterion affecting the shapes 
of the governorates. They are natural, homongeneous regions that are taking 
Similar specific actions toward development. This criterion is interesting 

in that it favors the unified development and management of governorates having 
the same development profile. Other considerations, such as strategy, national 
defense and financial viability have also been taken into account. 


A Long-Term Task 


As has been noted, the new territorial demarcation is not a matter having to 

do only with the property tax rolls; it is much more important than that, because 
all ministries are directly involved to some extent. It has many implications: 
political (situation of FLN party structures), legal, electoral, regulatory, 
administrative, financial and organizational units, etc. 
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The foregoing gives an idea of the work cut out for the chief executives of 
the new governorates that are operational in the field. However, the governors 
of the mother governorates must play a leading role in enabling the new gover- 
nors to accomplish their missions. 


The new governors are to absorb the facts about the communities of which they 
will be in charge by fully attending the working visits and inspections made 

by former governors in the communities of the new governorates. To avoid up- 
setting a service so important to the community as public assistance allowances, 
the decision has been made to implement the new territorial map gradually. 


A transitional phase has been set to end on 31 December 1984; it will be devoted 
to setting up an embryo administration capable of taking charge of the various 
tasks involved in transferring property and in assigning credits and debits 
between the old and new communities. 


This operation has been examined with all the rigor and effectiveness necessary 

by the committee in charge of the continuity of national reorganization (the 
committee is under the authority of the Ministry of the Interior) in close col- 
laboration with local authorities. In concrete terms, this reorganization affects 
the assignment of real and personal property, loans and debts, tax and property 
resources, surpluses and deficits, and documents and archives. 


Mutual Aid and Solidarity 


The same deadline has been set for the transfer of jurisdictions. Governors will 
continue to exercise their old jurisdictions until 31 December 1984 in the new 
governorates, as will the authorities of the old APC [People's Communal Assemblies] 
in the new communes. This deadline is especially important because it coincides 
with the end of the 5-year plan and the beginning of the next plan, as well as 
with the elections in the APC's and APW's [Governorate Popular Assemblies]. 


This is a clear sign that the transitional phase is moving along under good 
conditions. At the beginning of next year the territorial realignment will be 
reported to the Ministry of the Interior and the local communities. It will be 
noted that thanks to the spirit of social solidarity and total commitment that 
have reigned during the implementation of the new national map, the transitional 
phase will have incurred no further financial expenditure to the national govern- 
ment. The enthusiasm of solidarity will once again have met the needs of history. 
It :.s gratifying to report that some governorates have made their best administra- 
tors available to the new governorates. Even personnel training, which seemed to 
be such a great problem in view of the size of the operation, does not seem to be 
worrying officials unduly. In addition to the people added to the labor market 

by administrative training centers, centralized services will be called upon to 
meet the needs of the governorates and communes. Vacant budgetary positions in 
the former communities will be transferred, it has been announced, to the new 
governorates and communes (a rate of 51 percent is estimated). 
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This operation has been closely followed by the country's high officials. In 
Presidential Order No 7 dated 7 May 1984, Chadii Bendjedid, president of 

the Republic and general secretary of the FLN, asked "members of the government 
to attach all necessary importance to implementing the new alignment by taking 
all concerted, appropriate measures required to aid the new local authorities 
in setting up and providing normally operating government services." 


Sources: Ministry of the Interior and Local Communities, JOURNAL OFFICIEL 
No 6, 7 February 1984; 
‘residential Order No 7, 7 May 1984. 











EGYPT 


OPPOSITION'S MAIN ISSUES IN NEW PARLIAMENT SESSION 
Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 7 Jun 84 p 3 


[Article by Muhammad 'Abd-al-Qaddus: "First Step for Wafd Deputies Under Par- 
liament's Dome; Securing General Freedom and Abolishing Emergency Laws"] 


[Text] What is going on in the opposition's mind? The Wafd alone, is bearing 
the responsibility of opposition in the People's Assembly after rigged elections 
and the complicated electoral law prevented the representation of other oppo- 
Sition parties. What are the issues on the minds of the Wafd's deputies while 
they are practicing their parliamentary activities? And what are the questions 
they will present to the government upon the opening of the new parliamentary 
session? 


These thoughts may express purely personal views because the opposition's plan 
will be drawn up by the party in light of its program and general policy 
determined by the Wafd's Supreme Body. 


The Wafd's responsibility inside the People's Assembly is a serious and com- 
pounded one because it will be the only opposition party in the People's 
Assembly. The Wafdist opposition in the new assembly will be an objective 
opposition in the new assembly will be an objective opposition that will not 
oppose for the sake of opposing, but rather for the sake of Egypt and the public 
interest. It will undoubtedly be a strong and stern opposition that will 
neither flatter nor abuse. 


Important Issues To Be Raised by the Wafd 


Justice Mumtaz Nassar, leader of the Wafd Party parliamentary group, says "the 
people expect the Wafd's opposition in parliament to be constructive, objective 
and strong. We hope to live up to these expectations and I hope that God will 
help us to objectively bring out the facts of the issues presented to the 
assembly." 


Concerning the issues the Wafd will raise in parliament, Mumtaz Nassar says: 
"There is no doubt that what happened in the recent elections with regard to 
pressure tactics employed by local government, the governors and the National 
Party ruffians to influence voters will be the first subject of questioning. 
We shall delve deeply into this matter so that the facts may become clear to 
the people and the country may at least be free of repression and interference 
in the voters' will." 
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Mumtaz Nassar reaffirms that the laws enforcing the Islamic Shari'ah will 
receive special attention from the Wafd Party. He added: "I personally took 
part in drafting the bill dealing with civil relations and I think it is 
Suitable now for consideration by the assembly." 


Mumtaz Nassar also says: "Our party will work for the amendment and repeal of 
disreputable laws such as the Law of Shame, the most dangerous feature of 

which is the duality between the powers of the socialist prosecutor and the 
Ordinary judicial powers, and the parties' law in order to eliminate government 
hegemony over the committee that looks into requests for the establishment of 
new parties, a Situation unparalleled in any other country. We must also work 
for the termination of the state of emergency because it is like a sword held 
at the peoples' throats. It is also necessary to reexamine the status of the 
so-called national newspapers which every impartial person knows are far from 
being national and are government newspapers in body and soul." 


There is no doubt that the economic situation, the problems of the masses and 
combatting corruption are issues that will receive consiverable attention from 
the Wafd Party. This is what the new opposition leader in the People's Assembly 
is reaffirming. | 


Adjustment of Economic Open-Door Policy Course 


People's Assembly member for Kafr al-Shaykh District, 'Abd-al-Hamid Sirraj-al- 
Din says: "My attention will focus on the economic and agricultural aspects 
which are my specialty.” 


He adds: "I shall make every effort with my fellow Wafd deputies to correct 
the course of the economic open-door policy towards productivity to increase 
the country's wealth, raise production and curb opulent consumption." 


'Abd-al-Hamid Sirraj-al-Din demands stricter control of foreign banks to bring 
them under the total supervision of the Central Bank. 


In agriculture, ‘Abd-al-Hamid Sirraj-al-Din will concern himself with anything 
that will lead to the development of rural agricultural industries so that the 
village may regain its past position of being the source of production and 
exportation, instead of being a burden on the cities. He will also give 
attention to agricultural mechanization and will work for the elimination of 
state control over the farmers through the cooperatives to which they are obli- 
gated to sell their products. He will also work for the realization of the 
agricultural engineers' just demands. 





Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il, member of the [Wafd's] Supreae Body and the People's 
Assembly since 1976, says: 


"My primary attention in the new assembly will be directed at Islamic Shari'ah 
bills to get them ratified.” 











He added: "They have been legislated in the assembly and distributed to the 
members after undergoing a painstaking technical review by specialized scien- 
tists. The bills that have been decided are the criminal, the civil, the com- 
mercial and the code of procedure. I will request a written report on these 
bills from the constitutional and legislative [affairs] committee for presen- 
tation to the People's Assembly." 


A new field Shaykh Salah Abu Isma'il will concern himself with is Egyptian prison 
reform. He will demand an investigation of prisoner conditions, political 
prisoners in particular, and will work for lifting the control of State Security 
Investigations over the prisons, particularly the Citadel [i.e., the Mosque 

of ‘Ali]J, the Istiqbal [Receiving] and Turrah prisons, bringing to trial for 
punishment anyone indicated for torture. 


Constitutional Amendments in Support of Freedom 


‘Ali Salamah, Wafd Party rapporteur in Gizah and member of its Supreme Body, 
has in his pocket many things which he intends to focus on in the new assembly. 


The most important issues to get his attention will be the application of the 
Questionable Gains Law to senior government officials and the well-to-do who 
got rich quickly in the years of socialism and the open-door policy. 


"Ali Salamah will also embrace the demand for wide-ranging constitutional amend- 
ments in accordance with the Wafd's program in his concern for confirmation of 
freedoms and support of democracy. He will also demand a comprehensive review 
of government spending with a view to curbing extravagance. 


He believes that the new personal statutes law has some articles that are 
incompatible with the Islamic Shari'ah's provisions. Therefore, he will demand 
its amendment to be in conformity with the Shari'ah noble provisions. 


"Alawi Hafiz says that he will submit a bill aimed at combatting "revolutionary" 
corruption through a comprehensive review of the financial affairs of those who 
acquired their wealth after the 23 July 1952 Revolution. 


The Wafdist deputy will ask the government to conduct a general plebiscite about 
the matter of bringing back the green flag which represents, in his opinion, 
Egypt's conscience. It is noteworthy that the proposals committee had approved 
the bill he submitted in 1979 in tnis regard. 


Deputy 'Ali Hafiz intends to support all steps toward the application of the 
Islamic Shari'ah and to demand the repeal of the public service law that has 
proven its uselessness. 


Maj Gen 'Abd-al-Mun'im Husayn, Supreme body member and party rapporteur in 
Damanhur, says he hopes his first action in the new People's Assembly will be 
his participation in the hearings on the rigging of the recent elections by 
the government which shattered people's hove in achieving true democracy. 
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Maj Gen 'Abd-al-Mun'im Husayn says that all his work in the People's Assembly 
will revolve around his focus on freedoms. 


Re-Examination of National Press Status 


Mustafa Shardi, editor-in-chief of the WAFD newspaper and the new People's 
Assembly member for Port Sa'id Governorate, says: 


"I think the prime task awaiting the Wafd deputies in the People's Assembly is 

to be determined in questioning the government about crimes related to rigging 
the 27 May elections on grounds that this constitutes a crime against the people's 
right to choose their deputies freely." 


Mustafa al-Shardi adds: "The second task is to debate the status of the 
Egyptian press institutions they call "national" when, in fact, they are under 
the total control of the ruling party which exploits them for its own ends so 
much so that they are more fierce in their attacks on the opposition than the 
party newspaper itself.” 


The WAFD's editor-in-chief reaffirms tne importance of looking for a new formula 
for the so-called national newspapeis that would ultimately convert them into 
national in deed, and not just in name. A suggestion he has in this regard is 
to convert these newspapers into joint-stock companies with very limited 
ownership by employees and shareholders so that no one would take control of 
Egypt's press. 


As for the status of Port Sa'id City, which engulfed the Wafd with its precious 
trust, Mustafa Shardi says that he will make desperate efforts to defend the 
city's free zone, thus defending the greater portion of small businessmen and 
Simple vendors. He will also propose a hearing on the government's policy of 
distributing housing in the city where the truly eligible for such housing still 
live in shacks and in the streets. 


Yasin Sirraj-al-Din, party rapporteur in Cairo says: "The Wafd policy has 
always been based on two mainstays: independence and reaffirmation of freedom 
and democracy." 


He adds: "This will be my point of departure in working within the People's 
Assembly. I will proclaim from under the dome the importance of the policy of 
non-alignment and will call for the amendment of the Camp David Accords so 

that Egypt may regain its full sovereignty over Sinai. I shall concern myself 
with all the agricultural projects so that we can achieve self-sufficiency and, 
consequently, true independence. I will also concern myself with military pro- 
duction projects to achieve the same purpose." 


Yasin Sirraj-al-Din confirms the repeal of the election-by-list law and al] 
emergency laws. 
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Objective Opposition 


Sami Mubarak confirms that opposition in the People's Assembly will be objective; 
he will not oppose for the sake of outbidding or fame. Rather, his opposition 
will be sincere for the sake of God and country. 


About the subjects he will focus on, he says he will concentrate on everything 
that will help lay the proper foundations for Egypt's boom, including the state 
budget--its resources and how it is spent--and also on the industrialization and 
agricultural policies. 


Correction of Open-Door Policy Course 


Regarding the subjects Wafdist deputy Sayf Ghazali will focus on, he says that 
it can be summed up in the repeal of the emergency laws, the application of the 
Islamic Shari'ah, the correction of the economic open-door policy course by 
curbing consumer projects and expanding production projects and the collection 
of full government claims from those who can afford it. 


Importance of Ad Hoc Committees 


Justice Muhammad al-Mismari focuses on the important role of the party's ad 
hoc committees in providing Wafd deputies integrated projects that help the 
party play a significant positive role within the People's Assembly. 


He says: "I refuse the method of sedation as a solution to the peoples' 7 
problems. The opposition must have its own vision of a radical solution to 
these problems. Opposition is not revilement and loud noises, but must be 
ongoing." Some subjects of his concern will be the objective and scientific 
method that will help it succeed in the People's Assembly. He says it can be 
summed up in efforts to repeal martial laws, curb the influence of security 
agencies, heed the daily problems of citizens, revive the Questionable Gains 

Law and take an interest in all laws that combat corruption and deviation and 

in the application of the Islamic Shari'ah, particularly those laws aimed at the 
reformulation of society on the basis of the Shari'ah such as the laws that 
regulate information agencies and put a check on their corruption. 


Four Basic Subjects 


Ahmad Taha, Wafdist People's Assembly member for the North Cairo District, says 
he intends to concern himself with four main subjects, which are: 


The achievement of true national independence through an emphasis on the policy 
of non-alignment and the liberation of the Egyptian economy from foreign domi- 
nance. 


In the field of combatting corruption, work to bring all executive, legislative 
and union leaderships under a special agency that will apply the Questionable 
Gains Law. 
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In the field of democracy, work for the repeal of all disreputable laws, for 
amending the status of the national press to make it truly national and for the 
freedom of the press and the parties. 


In the field of social justice, make efforts to tackle high prices through 
Salary increases in accordance with a bill he had submitted to the PA in 1976 
concerning the pay scale. 


Comprehensive Concerns With Islam 


Shaykh Muhammad al-Mitrawi, People's Assembly member from the East Cairo 
District, confirms that Islam is the focus of his attention, which should be 
enough because our religion iS a universal order of life. 


He explains his viewpoint by saying: “Interest in Islam does not only mean 

the issuance of Islamic bills, but rather and primarily, an interest in 
freedom issues, for this is the core of Islam. It also means interest in 
social justice, people's problems, human rights and efforts to bring Egypt back 
to the Arab and Islamic ranks. 


12502 
CSO: 4504/319 
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MOROCCO 


TAX EXEMPTION FOR FARMERS EXAMINED 
Casablanca LE MESSAGE ECONOMIQUE in French 1 Apr 84 pp 10-11 


/Article by Ahmed Maaroufi: "Exemption To the Year 2000; Areas of Application 
and Economic Import"/ 


/Text/ In the speech delivered on 3 March on the occasion 
of the 23rd anniversary of his accession to the throne, 
His Majesty the King decided to "exempt agricultural 
revenue from all taxes until the year 2000." The reader 
will find below a brief review of the taxes involved and 

a reflection on what the financial, economic and social 
import of this measure might be. 


Agricultural revenue in Morocco is subject to three categories of taxes, 
including two scheduled taxes and a superadded tax, namely the agricultural 
tax, the PSN /Participation in National Solidarity/ and the CC /Complementary 
Contribution/, 


The agricultural tax was inaugurated by the decree of 30 December 1961, within 
the framework of the fiscal reforms of the earlier plan. It is based on the 
production capacity of agricultural and arboricultural properties, as well as 
on the income from cattle. It affects all land, cultivated or not; in other 
words, all arable land which has a capacity for potential production. The 
only exceptions are those provided for by the law, which has the power to 
grant permanent, temporary or private exemptions. 


The permanent exemptions apply to land occupied by buildings or to be used for 
constructing buildings, to the public domains of the state, the forest preserves 
and the thoroughfare lands, which are considered to be non-arable. 


The temporary exemptions relate to those parcels of land that are sown, planted 
or replanted in wood-producing or fruit trees, for as long a time as these 
plantations are not yet ready for harvest. 


The private exemptions are those determined from a consultation of the regula- 
tions concerning lands that constitute the initial capital of production 
cooperatives or organiztions of agricultural oversight, as well as lands 
earmarked for upgrading. 
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The law on finances for the year 1983 added to the list those lands used for 
agricultural purposes when they are also subject to the urban tax, thus putting 
an end to the double taxation of lands situated within the perimeters of urban 
communes, yet given over to agricultural exploitation. 


The tax rate is progressive and provides for taxation beginning with incones 
of 1,401 DH /dirhams/ in accordance with the following schedule: 


8 percent for incomes between 1,401 and 6,000 DH 
10 percent for incomes between 6,001 and 12,000 DH 
12 percent for incomes between 12,001 and 24,000 DH 
15 percent for incomes between 24,001 and 48,000 DH 
17 percent for incomes between 48,001 and 120,000 DH 
20 percent for incomes above 120,000 DH 


The PSN, instituted by the decree of 31 December 1979 with the aim of making 

all social classes participate in an effort toward solidarity, also affects 

the agricultural income of individuals or corporations, except in the cases 

of public establishments, businesses in which the direct participation of the 
state or of local collectivities is at least equal to 90 percent of the assets, 
and finally properties that have been inherited, with the exception of properties 
set up as family inheritances. 


The tax is determined in accordance with the effective income that serves for 
the calculation of the agricultural tax. As for the rate of taxation, it is 
equal to 20 percent of the total contribution made under the requirements of 
the agricultural tax. 


The CC on the total income of private individuals arose from the provisions of 
the financial legislations for the year 1972. Contrary to the schedules 
examined above, it is a superadded tax affecting agricultural incomes as well. 
The comprehensive net total income, including agricultural income, is taxed 
equally in accordance with the following progressive schedule: 


The segment of incomes that falls between: 

1 DH and 24,000 DH is exempt; 

24,001 and 50,000 DH is taxed at a rate of three percent; 
50,001 and 75,000 DH is taxed at a rate of six percent; 
75,001 and 100,000 DH is taxed at a rate of 10 percent; 
100,001 and 150,000 DH is taxed at a rate of 17 percent; 
150,001 and 200,000 DH is taxed at a rate of 22 percent; 
200,001 and 300,000 DH is taxed at a rate of 25 percent; 
300,001 and 500,000 DH is taxed at a rate of 30 percent; 
500,001 and 750,000 DH is taxed at a rate of 40 percent. 
Incomes higher than 750,000 DH are taxed at a rate of 45 percent. 
Contributions totalling less than 10 DH are not collected. 


These facts once stated, what might the economic, financial and social scope 
of this important measure be? | 
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From 1975 to 1981 the agricultural tax, which, as we have just seen, constitutes 
the essential budgetary resource stemming from agriculture, brought into the 
general state budget an annual overall sum (in millions of dirhams) between 

42 in 1975 and 86 in 1979, reaching 55 in 1981. 


In 1982 and 1983 the payment of this tax was suspended because of the drought, 
while the problem of extending this cessation of taxation to the PSN and the 
CC remains to be solved. 


The estimated returns from the agricultural tax, including the PSN and the CC, 
could therefore not exceed an annual average of 7 billion centimes, or nearly 
.50 percent of the fiscal returns and .18 percent of the general budget of the 
state. 


This is tantamount to saying that in the present state of things, these exemp- 
tions have practically no effect on balancing our national budget. Even then, 
the question is to know what their true importance would be. 


Expressed in very simple terms, the royal decision is in reality a deep and 
far-reaching vision of the economic and social policies of our nation. 


Taxation in Morocco is no doubt intended to cover the expenses of public 
offices, since it constitutes a major segment of the general budget of the 
state. 


This classical interpretation tends to become blurred, however, yielding to a 
more modern conception that sees taxation as an instrument for reorienting 
economic and social policies. And it is within that frmaework that the 
philosophy of the royal decision is to be found. 


Economic Importance 


The exemptions established by His Majesty the King constitute, in our opinion, 
true incentives to investment and consequently to agricultural production, 


In fact, on the microeconomic level, the fiscal savings realized by agricultural 
workers will consolidate their potential for self-financing, allowing them in 
this way, if not to increase productive investment, then at least to plow 

these savings back into the modernization of their production equipment. 


Similarly, farmers will be all the more inclined to increase and improve their 
production, since in addition they will be the sole beneficiaries of the tax- 
free surplus. The exemption period of 17 years gives them a long-term guarantee 
in this respect. 


Finally, the fiscal savings and the system of staggering the fixed charges over 
a longer production period will make possible savings on a scale that will 
reduce the cost price of farm products. Whence a better basis for competition 
as much on the domestic as on the international market. On the macroeconomic 
level, these incentives will doubtless bring about progressive changes within 
business enterprises, evolving in nonproductive sectors or in times of crisis, 
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toward the agricultural sector, which will have become a veritable fiscal 
paradise. Private initiative, national as well as foreign, will thus find 
reasons to invest in agriculture. Similarly the duration of the exemptions 
will encourage better long-term planning, as much in the domain of preparing 
and parceling the land as in the methods used to exploit it. The result will 
be an overall improvement in the structures of production. 


The general increase in production through the implemntation of these different 
activities will allow Morocco to attain self-sufficiency in food production 
sooner than was expected, and will translate into savings in currency that will 
prove very useful in regulating the balance of payments. 


Social Implications 


The exemption from the agricultural tax affects 1.5 million people, including 
250,000 who are subject to taxation (and as many families), most of them small 
farmers who, thanks to this measure, will see their income augmented by 10 to 
30 percent, since the different levies reviewed above are clustered around 
these percentages. Besides, the renewal of agricultural will mean the creation 
of new jobs, and why not an exodus in the opposite direction, which will con- 
tribute to the reduction of social disparities. It goes without saying that 
the agricultural investors will have to see to the preparation of what is 
necessary to welcome the newcomers, joining their efforts to those of the 
public authorities in an attempt to improve living conditions in the country; 
some would even say to "build cities in the country." If the greatest advantage 
is to be derived from this royal measure, it is desirable to accompany it by 

a concerted action related, among other things, to land administration and 
financial arrangements (credit, subsidies, savings management) as well as the 
organization of commercial circuits. All problems the solution of which would 
make the announced measures more effective. 
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IRAQ 


COUNTRY'S AIMS AFTER 'TANKER WAR' REVIEWED 
London AL-~TADAMUN in Arabic No 60, 2 Jun 84 p ll 


[Article by Diyab Nabhan: '"Khark Blockade Strangles Iran; Attacks on Tankers 
Aimed at Splitting Gulf"] 


[Text] Baghdad--Will the Iranian wagers on deciding the conflict with Iraq 
militarily be hedged after nearly 4 years of bloody attempts that have drained 
the Iranian military capability without succeeding in changing any of the mili- 
tary positions on the front after the withdrawal of the Iraqi forces from Iranian 
territories 2 years ago? 


Will the Iranian leadership, after finding itself without its oil exports, be in 
the position of the party compelled to cease fire and to accept the many and 
varied mediations seeking to end the war between the two countries? 


These and numerous other questions are reiterated in the political circles con- 
cerned with the Iraq-Iran war. These questions have leaped to the forefront of 
the regional and international interests following what has been called the war 
of the tankers, and the matter has become impossible to ignore. Moreover, these 
circles are talking of a real dilemma being experienced by the Iranian leadership 
in the wake of the failure of all of its attempts to force Iraq to accept its 
conditions for ending the war--a war which the leadership wanted to be a cover 
for putting the Iranian house in order. But the war is now causing the leader- 
ship to lose a large part of its credit at home. The war has also become a 
fundamental factor in entrenching the differences and contradictions within the 
Iranian political and religious institutions and in creating internal problems 
that cannot be tackled while the war continues. These circles go on to add that 
the policy of draining Iraq economically--a policy which has represented one of 
the mainstays of the Iranian leadership's clinging to the military option and of 
this leadership's determination to prolong the war, especially after the Syrian 
government's closure of the Iraqi oil pipeline passing through its territories 
in the summer of 1982--has begun to bounce against Iran now that Iraq has taken 
the initiative in averting all the dangers emanating from this policy and that 
it has succeeded in developing its military capabilities, both in terms of nunm- 
bers and of equipment, and in implementing the major directions of the building 
and development process underlined by President Saddam Husayn in his address to 
the Regional Congress and to the party's top cadre on Thursday, 24 May 1984 (it 
is well known that the Regional Congress represents the highest party authority 
in Iraq and includes representatives of all of the party's branches in Iraq). 
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Iran is now facing the danger of the stoppage of its oil exports and losing its 
main, perhaps only, source of revenues to finance its military machine now that 
Iraq has succeeded to a large degree in reducing the Iranian oil exports as a 
result of its blockade of Khark Island and of the other Iranian ports on the 
other coast of the Arab Gulf. 


Moreover, '»e Iranian side's attempts to deal with or to overcome this crisis-- 
attempts died in the threats to block the Strait of Hormuz and in attacking 
Arab tank utside the prohibited naval zone--have not succeeded in achieving 
any of the »bjectives, represented in: 


1, Pressuring the Arab Gulf countries to terminate their aid, which is very 
meager in comparison to the war's financial and human costs, to Iraq. 


2. Creating a Gulf and international position pressuring Iraq to end its 
blockade of Khark Island so that the war may continue to be confined to its 
current geographic sphere. But Iraq has displayed strong determination to inten- 
sify the blockade and has threatened to destroy Khark Island and its loading 
facilities after having avoided such action through the past period of the war. 


President Saddam Husayn underlined this determination in an address he delivered 
on 23 May 1984 at a ceremony held to award medals of valor to a number of Iraqi 
fighters. The address contained three focal points which, it seems, contain a 
decisive answer to all the attempts seeking to equate Iraq and Iran in the 
tragedies inflicted on the oil tankers in this war. These points are: 


1. There will be no backing down on Iraq's policy seeking to deny Iran its oil 
exports through the Gulf, especially since Iraq now possesses the weapons that 
enable it to do so. 


2. The circumstances from which emanated Security Council resolution No 540 of 
31 Ocotber 1983 are different from today's circumstances and the resolution no 
longer meets Iraq's interests and security. 


3. Iraq refuses to divide up the war and to separate it from the tanker war. 
Observers have paused before President Saddam Husayn's statement that Iraq has 
given everyone, including the international organizations, ample opportunity, 
that when the logic is the logic of the use of force and that when politics fail 
to safeguard dignity, security and sovereignty, then we will resort to the use 
of this [force] to the maximum. These words have been interpreted as Iraqi 
resentment over the procrastination in the international mediation efforts to 
stop the war and over the failure to take serious steps in this direction, 
especially since the world is now aware of an obvious fact, namely that only 
Iran wants this war to continue whereas Iraq has not failed to respond objectively 
to all the peace initiatives. Moreover, Iraq will not back down on its position 
of using all the means to deal Iran fatal blows and to destroy its military and 
economic capabilities until it responds to the logic of reason and peace. 
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IDF LACKS MANPOWER WITH TECHNICAL SKILLS 


Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew & Jun 84 p 14 







[Article by Roman Priester: "The IDF Wants You"'] 









[Text] Yehonatan Ben-Ami, an engineer and expert in electro-optical 
equipment, serves 50 to 60 days every year in the reserves. An equally 
protracted service awaits him for the foreseeable future. The manpower 
people on the general staff explain this with the words "no choice." 

IDF is short by about 25 percent in servicemen, in both the draft and 
the regular army, who have technological preparation. For this reason 
the planners in the army track developments in the educational system 
with great concern. The reports that predict a serious lack of 
engineers, engineer apprentices and technicians by the end of the 
century only add fuel to the fire. A quick survey of the demographic 
data show that the growth in the number of students in the technological 
professions does not match the growth in the population. What this 
means is an increase in the gap between supply and demand. The manpower 
officers calculated that, at the beginning of the 70s, 36 percent of 16 
year olds were studying in the technological track. Today it's only 

30 percent. Furthermore, not everyone with a technical education is 
needed in the army. Air conditioning technicians or construction 
technicians, for example, are considered unskilled soldiers in the IDF. 
All these dry data take on great significance because decisions in 
future fields of battle will be dependent on the correct and massive use 
of modern communications devices, the use of sophisicated electronic 
equipment and tools that are based entirely on computers. But even in 
the days of security calm, the lack is felt. Thus, right now, correct 
maintenance of modern weaponry will not be possible without trustworthy 
manpower possessing broad knowledge of technical fields. 






























"The number of parts in one large Fl6 plane is greater than the number 
of parts required by the Air Force in the period of the Mustangs," 
explains the commander of the Air Force's equipment base. "For the 
proper operation of one Mirage we need about 20 technicians, among whom 
just one must be an expert in radar systems. But for the operation of 
an Fl6 we need a crew of 50 people, among whom there must be at least 
five "technological stars-'' The engineering apprentice who is drafted 
requires 12 to 18 months of preparation and work in the Air Force in 
order to reach the level of a 'star' capable of heading a crew." 
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The base commander likes to talk about the large difference in the level 
of knowledge of draftees. "Israel has excellent schools and col! es, 
and it also has class B ones. Those from the good ones we prepar in 
three months. but tor those from the other schools, we have to rest 
seven times the amount of time and effort. We do that because we have 
no other choice. Our troubles are increasing as higher technological 
skills are required. A graduate of the Technion in Haifa or an 
engineering graduate in Beersheba is never disappointing. But I am 
very worried by the fact that the electronics faculty at the Ben Gurion 
University enrolled 160 students two years ago while last year it was 
just 80. This tendency causes us to worry a great deal about the 
future. 


Because it saw what was on the horizon, the IDF agreed to postpone the 
obligatory service of those young people who want to continue in 
technological colleges, in those branches that the army needs. In the 
past that arrangement with the Ministry of Education was limited to a 
specific number of candidates. Now it is open to everyone. Even young 
people lacking a technological background can be accepted for 
technological preparation in the army even if they have limited ability. 
The IDF suggests that women cadets go into airplane weaponry. The 
training lasts a year and the girl "pays for it" by signing up for a 
year in the regular service. "In the meantime we have gotten about 150 
girls this way, and we are prepared to accept whatever number shows 
interest in participating in the program,"' a senior official in the 
manpower branch told us. To girls who are preparing for academic 
matriculation examinations the draft director distributes a yellow 
looseleaf notebook. Those of them who are prepared to study electronics 
or electro-optics for a year can expect interesting service. Also 
included in the notebook is a suggestion to study education and Israeli 
geography. The commander of the women's corps, Colonel Amira Dothan, 
tells us that "'the majority of female draftees head for ‘feminine’ 
professions and the percentage that choose the technological track is 
almost zero." 


"We get some really great girls, excellent in geography, history or art - 
but the demand is for electronics and for electro-optic expertise. 

Their training in the IDF is not easy, because their period of service 
is only two years and there aren't many girls of eighteen who are ready 
at that age to sign-up for the regular army. I must admit that not all 
the commanders in the area are happy to accept female electricians or 
female technicians. When you have one or two female soldiers in a unit 
that is entirely male there are always social problems. And furthermore 
the female experts generally do not serve in the reserves. The unit 
which takes them enjoys their services for a very short.period. In my 
opinion the solution is to be found in quantity. If we had several 
hundred female soldiers with technological professional skills the 
problem would be easily solved. Unfortunately, as I said, there are not 
many girls who are attracted to technology. As a consciousness raising 
technique we are preparing a technological Gadna (youth corps). At the 
time of national service in the 10th grade we will bring them together 
with experts, take them around the high tech plants and lecture them 
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about the modern technological world. Those girls who become enchanted 
with technology - who participate in regular clubs in the 1lth and 12th 
grade - will afterwards be guaranteed service in their area of 
expertise. In order to get the project off the ground we have recently 
set up a special reserve unit with professors and other experts. I have 
pinned a lot of hopes on female draftees from the Kibbutzim, but I was 
very disappointed." 


The IDF does not have the set-up and the capability to prepare a 
technological work force of its own and is dependent to a large extent 
on the "product" of the civilian educational system, and on the 
characteristic oscillations in the market place. In the opinion of the 
Air Force equipment base commander it is not the high salaries offered 
by sophisicated industry to engineers ana young apprentice engineers 
that makes it difficult to draft them into the regular army. ''The 
problem is largely a matter of the nature of the work. high tech 
industry offers challenges in development, work at the designing table, 
a feeling of creativity which changes with each new product. The IDF 
ofters its regular army people jobs in maintenance - and this is work 
that is too frustrating to an engineer or an engineer apprentice who has 
professional ambitions."" (Last article in the series) 
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ISRAEL 


CAMEL KILLING SEEN AS POSSIBLE POLITICAL PRECEDENT 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 10 Jun 84 p 7 
[Article by Tzvi Bar'el: "They Even Shoot Camels"] 


[Text] One of the common phrases of ministers and public officials who 
come to visit or dedicate new settlements is the expression: "empty 
spaces." They stand on the podium reserved for honored officials and 
greet the new settlers that just emigrated to this territory, look 
around them and with a broad sweep of the arm say: "Look at the rocks 
all around, look at the desert, everything is empty. There is no living 
thing here. It is in vain that they accuse us of erecting settlements 
in the middle of the Arab population."' Similar expressions could be 
heard from Minister Mordekhai Zippori when, last week, he dedicated the 
settlement Tel Ha'im in Samaria, or from Matityahu Drobles on other 
occasions. 


Seven camels were killed - I almost said murdered - in these empty 
spaces. One by one an inhabitant of Kfar 'Adumin shot them when they 
grazed on the ornamental plants in his hothouse. Their owners arrived 
at the place in confusion and stood terrified when the man wouldn't stop 
shooting their camels and wouldn't listen to their pleas to stop the 
Slaughter. Apparently it is again possible to hide behind the usual 
pretext that this was the demented act of a man overcome by anger over 
the loss of his labor. And it may be that this will be the claim in his 
defense if and when he should be brought to trial for the deed. And yet 
beyond that the question of those "empty spaces" is being brought to a 
serious test. 3 


The last time that I visited c 'Adumim, the inhabitants of the place 
explained to me that they chose to settle this point for two reasons: 
one, the security importance of the place, which sits on the 
Jericho-Jerusalem Highway. And the second, the empty area which is not 
close to any Arab population and in which there are none of the dangers 
of settling within an Arab center. One of the members even declared 
that the second reason was far more important than the security 
interest. 


But here is where the difference in the point of view of a city dweller 


sticks out, one who sees the area of his existence in the borders of the 
street and the neighborhood in which he lives and spends his time, in 
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the line which connects his house to the workplace, the supermarket and 
the school and all the other territories around him are irrelevant since 
they are not necessary to him in his day-to-day life. More than 
anything else they serve him as places for hiking and relaxation. And 
therefore when he looks at these areas on the west bank that are empty, 
as it were, at the rocky hills and the desert areas, he sees them in 
accordance with this point of view and decides: ''These are empty 
areas." 


By contrast the Bedouin or the Arab villager sees those very same empty 
territories as the area of his sustenance. Here is where he grazes his 
sheep, rests his camels, draws his water from the desert wells and from 
the natural water pits. The desert and the rocks are divided for him 
just like neighborhoods. Here is where he camps in the summer, and 
there is where he lives in winter. Up to a particular line of rocks he 
can graze his sheep and beyond that is the wandering area of his 
neighbor who belongs to another tribe. Everything is defined, divided 
and known to everyone who lives in these territories. 


Within this space murmuring with life, two opposing concept.ons have 
collided: The conception of the Bedouin or the villager and that of the 
settler. And in a contest such as this there are no compromises. The 
one is at the expense of the other. One of the heads of the Bedouin 
tribes who customarily graze on the eastern portion of the District of 
Ramallah 

told me that it doesn't matter to him who tramples his pasturage, the 
army, the settlers, or another Bedouin tribe. "It's a problem of 
existence not of politics," he emphasized. To the city dweller it is 
difficult if not impossible to explain that these rocks which rise 
Opposite him are the grazing grounds, the source of life to his new 
neighbors. The answer of the settler will generally be: "These are 
State lands. The Bedouin has no right to be here at all." 


This formalism, although it is correct from a legal point of view, does 
not take into account the fact that the needs of existence are stronger 
than any law or definition. The dead camels of that Bedouin from the 
area of Kfar 'Adumim didn't know that they were trampling on state 
ground, just as their master is not prepared to recognize this 
definition, and exactly as the killer of the camels believes that he 
resides on territory that is empty of man, and that the needs of his 
neighbors are not things which require his understanding. 


One might deal with the killing of the camels as one would with any 
usual controversy between neighbors, a criminal act usually dealt with 
by the police. but the frightening incident that occurred on a 
background of different world views is also fed by a clear political 
concept which says: "What belongs to you cannot also belong to your 
neighbor, and, to my good fortune, we are the ones who determine what 
belongs to us and what does not belong to others. And in order to make 
it more than just words it is also okay to shoot camels that don't 
recognize that law. 
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And when it's a question of matters of law, there's one more curious 
question that arises: Will the heads of Kfar 'Adumin go to make peace 
with the Bedouin tribe if only to save their member froma state trial? 
Will they make use this time of the law of the desert for the purpose of 
convenience - the very same law that brought the camels to the hothouse? 
Or will they continue to stick to the law that brought the residence of 
Kfar 'Adumin to this land, the law that invented the concept of "state 
lands" and the law that is likely to land their fellow member in jail? 
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ISRAEL 


GOVERNMENT POLICY ON GAZA HOUSING PROBLEM CRITICIZED 
Tel Aviv "AVAR in Hebrew 10 Jun 84 p ll 


[Article by Dani Tzidqoni: "An IDF Officer Causes a Bedouin to Lose His 
Eye by Striking Him With His Fist and the Regime in Gaza is Silent"] 


[Text] The members of the Bedouin tribe Abu-Amra arrived in Gaza as 
refugees at the time of the war of independence. Several of them 
erected tin huts in one of the more expensive areas in Gaza, in the 
southern part of the prestige neighborhood of Rim'el in the western part 
of the city, in which the price of building land today is about 100 
dollars per square meter. The land which the Abu-Amra tribe invaded, 
back in the period when the Egyptians ruled Gaza, is public land. 


The Amra, like many Bedouins in Israel, are nomads, sons of nomads, who 
settle in any vacant space that they see which fits their needs. 
Muhamad Hasan Abu-Amra arrived in the place before the Sixth Day War. 
That is to say, when we captured the Gaza strip, he was already a fait 
accompli in the territory in which has been living now for 20 years. 


A visit to this place is not an aesthetic delight. Stench and rubbish 
reign in this despised place, in which goats, fowl and people live 
together. All of this was an annoyance which made my stop here, even 
for the period of time that I had alloted myself, very difficult. 


I came here because, according to a version that I am inclined to 
believe and which I cannot verify at the headquarters of the Civil 
Administration - an Israeli army officer serving in the Civil 
Administration caused blindness to the left eye of Muhamad Abu-Amra, 38 
or 40 years old. It is true that the eye was not healthy before that. 
But the blow that it sustained from the Israeli army officer on the lst 
of May of this year caused it to "spill out". The train of the red 
headdress that Muhamad wears hides his lost eye. I asked him to remove 
the headdress and the sight is not very attractive. 


Muhamad is not a terrorist. Since 1972 he has been serving the 
residents of Nes-Tziona as a workman in the communities poultry 
slaughter house. His salary in April was 6,000 shekels a week. Every 
Sunday in the morning he travels to Nes-Tziona and on Thursday he 
returns to his hut, 
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which has three rooms, in the tin neighborhood. In addition to his 
meager salary, he would bring home "damaged" fowl, which are forbidden 
to be eaten by Jews, according to the laws of Israel. In the three 
rooms of the tin shack reside Muhamad Abu-Amra, his mother and his two 
wives, Zaynab and Sa'tada, and their six children. 


David Levy is the Minister of Housing and Construction of the "Land of 
Israel.'' But the housing plight of such as Abu-Amra, who is also a 
citizen of "The Land of Israel," does not interest the housing ministry. 
Therefore the only way for Abu-Amra and his family to get more space is 
to increase their dwelling area by themselves. He did this in their 
neighborhood, in which 100 families lived illegally, in the heart of an 
area of mansions. 


Muhamad began constructing his new house of cinder blocks about half a 
year ago. When he got to the plastering stage, two Israeli officers 
arrived in the neighborhood in order to put an end to the illegal 
construction. This was on the lst of May. Abu-Amra was brought to the 
offices of the Civil Administration and there one of them hit him on the 
eye that spilled out. They brought him to the Nasser government 
Hospital, and there he was hospitalized at state expense for 10 days. 
Two days after the incident his lawyer, Sarih Abu-Medin, appealed to the 
administration and tried to clarify the incident. Until the 17th of May 
when I finally met him, the authorities didn't find it necessary to 
announce anything about their activity in question. The government 
spokesman Major Sharga Quartz, directed me to an IDF spokesman. Since 
the matter was in the realm of the Civil Administration and not of 
security, I told him that I would continue to gather information on what 
is going on in Gaza, and not on Itamar Ben-Abi Street in Tel Aviv. 


Abu-Amra, who has been working in a Jewish slaughter house now for 12 
years, claims that the Israelis are okay. He believes, nevertheless, 
that whoever struck him should be punished, and he asked me who will 
compensate him for the loss of his work time in the slaughter house, 
which is the source of bread and fowl for both him and his family. 


Of course one can act differently in eradicating a neighborhood like 
that of the Amra tribe in Rim'el. Thehomes could be reconstructed as is 
done, although certainly not in an ideal fashion, for the residents of 
the camps. but at this stage the housing problems of the residents of 
the Gaza strip do not interest the Israeli government, just as they did 
not interest previous governments. But the latter at least saw the Gaza 
strip as a deposit or a card to be played in dealing for peace, and not 
as the domain of Israel's terrorists, the way the present government 
sees it. 
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ISRAEL 


HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS Rr.’ORTED IN JAILS 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 11 Jun 84 p 1 


[Article by Lili Galili, HA'ARETZ Correspondent: "Use of Gases Examined 
For Punishment in Jails''] 


[Text] The Human Rights League is working tor conscientious objectors 
and the granting of the right to vote in elections to prisoners in 
jails. 


The League for Human Rights, a group of professors from the Hebrew 
University and other bodies, is checking reports of the use of gases as 
a punishment tool in prisons. 


fore than ten declarations signed by prisoners have reached the 
investigators of the matter and HA'ARETZ. They report on various 
injuries caused them by the use of gases in various prisons in Israel. 
The phenomenon described, which left scars and burns on the bodies of 
some of the complainers, does not match the short term action of tear 
gas, which is accepted for riot control in the prisons. 


The declarations, which were passed along, as well, to the previous 
High Court judge Haim Cohen, describes serious injuries and small cells 
that the prisoners call "gas cells", in which the gas was sprayed on 
prisoners. It should be noted that the use of gas in this fashion is 
not reasonable even if we are talking about tear gas alone. 


Interior Minister Yosef Burg denied, from the podium of the Knesset, 
the use of any material other than tear gas. Despite that, there is a 
suspicion that this is a matter of the use of an additional type, which, 
according to an initial check, is imported apparently from Germany and 
France. 


A check by HA'ARETZ showed that the containers of nerve gas are 
different in their description from the containers in the prisoners' 
testimony. A well-known political prisoner, an educated man, describes 
an instance in his declaration for which he had an eye-witness, in which 
a policeman inserted into the mouth of one young detainee "a gas device 
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that was part of his personal equipment, and released a quantity of gas 
that sufficed to shake the victim and to cause hysterical screaming for 
more than 20 minutes." 


The prison service has thus far responded in the negative to the appeal 
from the Human Rights League to set up an independent investigatory 
committee to look into the matter. Judge Cohen noted the cooperation to 
which they are entitled in their examination of the matter, but he 
emphasized that thus far the responses do not satisfy him. He noted 
that if it is a matter of the use of tear gas, the manner of its use, as 
indicated by the testimony in his hands, is not in accordance with 
official instructions. 


In responding to questions about the use of gases, a spokesman for the 
prison service, Shim'on Malka, said yesterday that they only use tear 
gas, which is not harmful to human beings and which is commonly used 
throughout the world. 


It was learned that because of the seriousness of the matter and the 
protracted length of time that it has been under investigation, a group 
of professors and neighborhood leaders, among them former prisoners such 
as Yamin Svisa, intends to act independently in investigating the 
Situation. 


In a press conference held yesterday in Bet Egron in Jerusalem on the 
publication of the report of the activities of the Human Rights League 
in Israel, former Supreme Court Judge Haim Cohen said that violations of 
human rights exist in Israel, which detract from the role of law. 


Whoever does not raise his voice and protest against these violations is 
a partner to them and is not doing his duty as a citizen, the speaker 
said. In response to a question Haim Cohen said that no improvement in 
the human rights situation in Israel has occurred in the 12 years of the 
league's existence. 


Professor Gavizon, the chairman of the league's directorate, reported 
that the Human Rights League is now acting against the denial of the 
right to vote in elections for the Knesset to prisoners in jails and to 
make it possible for them to vote according to their human right. 


On the question of freedom of conscience and military service the report 
stated the basic position of the league, that the army must release from 
service people who object in principle to any war, but society may 
require a substitute form of servic from them. 
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ISRAEL 


INVESTMENTS IN NEW SETTLEMENTS ANNOUNCED 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 8 Jun 84 p 4 


[Article by Ezra Yanuv: "One and a Half Billion Shekels Will be 
Invested in Gush Qatif and Mount Hebron"'] 


[Text] A million and a half shekels will be invested in the budget this 
year by the Department of Settlement in the Zionist organization and the 
Ministry of Housing, for the new settlement in Gush Qatif which is in 
the Gaza strip and in the area south of Mount Hebron. Details about 
this were reported yesterday in "Neve Deqelin," the municipal settlement 
of the local council of the "Gaza Coast," during the visit of the 
Minister of the Treasury. 


The head of the area council, Reuben Rozenvelt, said that thus far the 
area has been populated with just 300 families. Another 500 families or 
sO are waiting to immigrate to the settlement but there is, as yet, no 
construction, housing or employment for them. Thus far only six of ten 
planned settlements have become permanent settlements on the "Gaza 
Coast". Matityahu Drobles, the chairman of the settlement department of 
the Zionist organization, said that this year the settlements of 
Nahal-Nisanit and Nahal-Netzarin in the Gaza strip will be settled. 


The minister toured the coastal area of Rafiah, where a municipal 
secular Jewish settlement will rise, that will deal mainly in tourism. 
He also listened to the demands of residents of the new settlements who 
complained about the lack of development budgets. 


Mr Drobles promised that within three years the area would contain 
1,500 Jewish families in a general program of 5,000 Jewish housing units 
in the Gaza strip, in which half a million Arabs live. 


Minister Orgad said that the Jewish settlement in the Gaza strip and 
Mount Hebron is very important, both as a wedge against uncontrolled 
takeover of state lands and as Jewish settlement which stabilizes the 
system of good relationships between Jews and Arabs. 
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The minister noted that they are doing everything to meet the needs of 
the new settlement, while faced with a reduction in public expenditures 
and a budget deficit. It is a cause for rejoicing that there are 
hundreds of families here and hundreds more waiting in line to come to 
the settlement here. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


NEW GOLAN, WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS--The Ministerial Committee on 
settlement matters, headed by Minister Yuval Ne'eman, decided yesterday 
to set up five settlements in Judea, Samaria and the Golan Heights: 
Elishema, Ya'arit, and Nirit in Samaria, Kanaf and Daliot in the Golan. 
Elishema will be set up on lands of the village Hars. They were 
purchased by the "Fund for Land Redemption," which was established by 
the settlement council in Judea and Samaria two years ago for the 
purpose of "redeeming'' lands in Judea and Samaria. The decision to set 
up Ya'arit and Nirit was made several months ago, but the Minister of 
Justice cancelled it, claiming that the mapping of the lands was not 
complete and thus to assure that the settlements would not be set up on 
private land belonging to absentee land owners. At the council meeting 
yesterday, Minister Ne'eman reported that the opposition of the Ministry 
of Justice was removed, and it was decided that the start of 
construction would be carried out upon receipt of authorization from the 
justice department in connection with the mapping of the area. The 
Ministerial Committee for settlement decided, as we said, to authorize, 
as well, the establishment of the two settlements in the Golan - Kanaf 
and Daliot. DAVAR's Correspondent notes that in the last few weeks the 
decision was made to set up 20 settlements without budget coverage. The 
five settlements just mentioned also lack this coverage. For that 
reason the chairman of the settlement division in the Jewish Agency, 
Professor Ra'anan Weitz, decided to ban the committee session, and he 
also claims that the decision to set up the settlements is an exercise 
in freedom. [Text] [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 11 Jun 84 p 2] 9794 
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LEBANON 


KARAMI MOVES TO IMPROVE DIALOGUE WITH U.S., USSR 


London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1439, 1 Jun 84 p 19 


[Article by ‘Izzat Safi: "American Withdrawal from Passive Role; Washington 
Is With Israel in Fighting Security Arrangements; Moscow Believes Lebanon 
Has Unique Chance to End Israeli Occupation"] 


[Text] No sooner did the atmospheres relax relatively in Lebanon as a result 
of the political and military agreements reached recently than the problem 
of the south, with all its dangers and complications, surfaced on the ground. 


This problem had not been dormant or isolated but Israel quickly pushed it 
toward new stages that threaten an explosion whose dimensions cannot be out- 
lines, especially since Syria has warned the major powers of the possibility 
of the eruption of a new war in the area as a consequence of the aggressive 
preparations being made by the occupation forces on the Western al-Biqa' front 
in Lebanon and on the Golan front. 


The signs of the new Israeli plan have surfaced through several operations 
carried out with various methods but having clear objectives. The operations 
Started recently with the infiltration of three Israelis from the Dubayyah 
Office in the direction of the positions of the Syrian forces in the north, 
where the three were apprehended. A state of alert was then declared among 
the Israeli occupation forces and the Syrian forces all along the frontline. 
Then followed the devastating assault against ‘Ayn al-Hulwah Camp, near Sidon, 
and the raid and punishment campaigns which followed the assault immediately 
and were carried out against a number of southern villages where the national 
resistance persists in its stunning operations. 


The final link of the Israeli series was crowned with the provocative state- 
ment made by the Israeli minister of energy, calling for establishing self- 

government in South Lebanon as a main condition for Tel Aviv's acceptance © 

of a new agreement for security arrangements with Lebanon. 


It is the habit of Israel's rulers to leave it to apolitical ministers to 
reveal their serious initiatives so that these rulers may gain two opportun- 
ities: The first is the chance to send test balloons to find out the reactions 
to the schemes they project and the second is the chance to modify their 
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positions or to back down on them if they discover that they are impossible, 
They then say that the idea projected came from a minister who had nothing to 
do with political affairs, such as the minister of energy and the like, 


But this time, the Lebanese officials have received the Israeli signal with 
strong interest and viewed it seriously, confident that the occupation forces 
intend to drag the south to a fate entailing human and national tragedies. 

Uri Lubrani, the "coordinator of Israeli activities," the director of the 
Dubayyah Office who observed the Geneva and Lausanne conferences closely and 
the man who intentionally organized a tour of al-Kharrub District on the 
anniversary of the 17 May accord, referred to this fate openly when he said: 
"One of the reasons for not withdrawing the Israeli forces from the Sidon area 
is their fear of a bloodbath in the camps after the withdrawal." 


The Lebanese fears were reinforced in the light of official information the 
regime received from Damascus--information drawing attention to Israel's cur- 
rent attempts to touch off the situation in more than one area, beginning 
with the south, with the aim of dividing Lebanon's land and people and of 
wiping out the possibilities of its revival and unification in accordance with 
the new direction emanating from Prime Minister Rashid Karami's cabinet. 


The Syrian capital believes that the current Israeli plan is supported by the 
United States and that it does not end at Lebanon's borders but goes beyond 
to Syria and the entire area. Damascus has notified the Lebanese capital of 
the serious nature of the situation and of what it requires at the local, 
regional and international levels. This is what determined the Lebanonese 
position at the latest meeting of the Arab ministers of foreign affairs 

in Tunis. 


Diplomatic sources in Beirut have revealed that the Lebanese regime has moved 
rapidly inrecent days toward the capitals of the major powers, especially 
Washington, Moscow and Paris. Within this framework, a very important meeting 
has been held between Prime Minister Rashid Karami and Aleksander Soldatov, 
the Soviet ambassador to Lebanon. This was not a protocol meeting on the 
occasion of the formation of the new cabinet. The meeting lasted 1,5 hours 
and despite the secrecy surrounding the meeting, about which the only detail 
announced is the conveyance of a friendly message from the Soviet leaders to 
Prime Minister Karami, a government source has told AL-HAWADITH that Moscow 
wanted to tell the new government that it has a unique historical chance to 
end the Israeli occupation in accordance with the stipulations of the UN 
principles and the UN Security Council resolutions, especially resolution 

No 509, which calls on Israel to evacuate from the Lebanese territories 
unconditionally, and to assert to the Lebanese Government that Moscow will 
support the Lebanese right in any position taken by the regime to oust the 
Israelis and to restore legitimate authority and sovereignty over the land. 


But Prime Minister Karami, who is well known for his realistic approach, 
reviewed the situation of the south carefully and touched on the perils that 
dominate this situation, especially since the occupation forces and their 
supporters have infiltrated the relations between the southerners and planted 
sectarian mines, detonating them to accredit with their outcome the allega- 
tion that their presence in the south prevents fighting and tragedies among the 
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people. Prime Minister Karami has declared that lifting the Israeli nightmare 
from the shoulders of the south is the means and the way to save Lebanon. 
This is the objective for which the regime is working now. 


If the means available at present to end the occupation of the south is agree- 
ment on security arrangements that prevent the infiltration of military opera- 
tions into Israel and that obstruct Israel's pretexts for staying in Lebanon 
or for launching new invasions, then the Lebanese regime realizes that attain- 
ing these arrangements in a manner that preserves Lebanon's sovereignty, 
safety and security is not an easy matter. One aspect of the mission carried 
out recently in Washington by Dr Elie Salim, the former minister of foreign 
affairs--a mission which was of an official nature, despite all the attempts 
made to deprive it of this characteristic--has been revealed. 


Dr Elie Salim went to the U.S. capital to explain to the officials there tthe 
accurate details of the internal and regional conditions which dictated to 
Lebanon abolition of the 17 May accord in whose formulation Dr Salim partici- 
pated, with the support and guidance of the U.S. administration and through 
the effective and prominent roles performed by President Ronald Reagan's 
representatives. 


A political report in Washington on the visit of the former minister of foreign 
affairs has said that the words which Dr Salim used in his meetings with the 
U.S. officials are that he personally is not convinced that the 17 May accord 

is wrong but that he cannot but justify the regime's abolition of the accord 
because failure to abolish it would have pushed Lebanon to its end in a civil 
war that would wipe out the last hope and endeavor to restore it as a 
homeland. 


However, the United States does not seem enthusiastic to help Lebanon succeed 
in the arrangements Israel wants and does not seem prepared to urge Israel 

to accept arrangements conflicting with the visualization of Tel Aviv's 
rulers. 


According to European diplomatic sources in Beirut, Washington will leave 
Lebanon to shoulder the responsibility for what it has done vis-a-vis an 
initiative which Washington had undertaken and in whose conclusion and imple- 
mentation it had participated. The same sources say that involvement by 
Washington in a new endeavor to conclude an agreement for arrangements 
replacing the 17 May accord means a frank and indirect acknowledgement on 
Washington's part that it made a mistake in concluding the accord and that it 
is backing down on its mistake. This is why Washington will not embark on 
such a step but will support Israel and seek its opinion before it moves. 


The diplomatic statements underlining a retaliatory U.S. position toward 
Lebanon have been confirmed by a recent initiative in Washington when 
President Ronald Reagan accepted the resignation of Donald Rumsfeld, his 
personal envoy, from the "peace mission" in Lebanon and the Middle East area. 
Rumsfeld was Reagan's lastest envoy, following Philip Habib, Maurice Draper, 
Veliotes and Robert McFarlane. 
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What is most important in Rumsfeld's issue is not that he resigned but that 
Reagan himself asked him to resign. This is what a prominent European 
diplomat in Beirut has said, explaining that Reagan wanted to notify the 
Lebanese regime that he has withdrawn from the Lebanese issue and that 

he is not prepared to be a partner or a participant in any new endeavor to 
reach a new agreement between Israel and Lebanon. 


Commenting on this information, a Lebanese minister has said: If Washington 
withdraws from the Lebanese issue and stands neutral, this will be good for 
Lebanon. However, this is unlikely. Washington is withdrawing from a passive 
role which seems outwardly to be in the interest of Lebanon whereas it is in 
fact in the interest of Israel." 


Citing a U.S. diplomat he met in Europe, the same minister has said that the 
diplomat told him that Israel did not launch against Lebanon a war that has 
cost it 700 people killed and thousands of people disfigured and disabled and 
billions of dollars so as to end this war with an agreement on border security 
arrangements when Israel could have invaded only the area adequate to guarantee 
the safety of its borders without incurring all these losses. 


When the Lebanese minister asked the U.S. diplomat what Israel wants from the 
invasion, the answer was: I think it wants South Lebanon but we do not 
support it in this. 
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LEBANON 


PROBLEM OF REPLACING PREMISES GIVEN TO U.S. EMBASSY DISCUSSED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1440, 8 Jun 84 p 52 
[Article: "One Billion Pounds to Revive Lebanese Industry"] 


[Text] Victor Qasir, the Lebanese minister of industry, has received the 
issue of the Industrial Research Institute in his capacity as the chairman 
of the institute's Executive Board. The institute's activities have been 
paralyzed recently. 


The institute employees submitted their case to the minister, demanding that 
the fate of this institute's premises, equipment and employees be decided. 


The institute's problem surfaced under the administration of former mir ister 
George Afram who got a decree from the cabinet calling for evacuating the 
premises occupied by the institute and loaning the building to the U.S. 
Embassy for security considerations, considering that the institute building 
and the embassy building are adjacent. 


However, the eviction was tied to the condition that the U.S. administration 
advance aid to build a replacement for the institute. It was agreed to build 
the replacement in the "prefabricated housing" style. The condition also 
stipulated that the institute's equipment and furnishings be enhanced so 

that the institute may resume its scientific activity in preparing studies 
and specifications on the national production. 


What happened is that the eviction took place in the interest of the embassy 
but that no replacement has been found. The Industrial Research Institute 
employees say that the security consideration pertaining to the U.S. Embassy 
no longer exists now that the multi-national forces have withdrawn from 
Lebanon. 


It is worth noting that reviving the Industrial Research Institute's activ- 
ities is vital, especially when we learn the size of the problems facing the 
Lebanese industry at present. 


These problems have taken such dimensions that al-Shuwayfat Industrialists 
Coalition, headed by Ahmad Kabbarah, believes that 1 billion pounds are 
needed to enable the industrial sector to complete its equipment and to turn 
the wheel of production at a reasonable pace. 
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LEBANON 


BIKFAYYA MEETING CHARACTERIZED AS POSITIVE 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1439, 1 Jun 84 p 20 


[Article: "Series of Surprises Continues; Peace of Combatants in Bikfayya; 
Mountain's Security Has Penetrated Some Difficult Barriers" ] 


[Text] When President Amin al-Jumayyil said at the UN General Assembly after 
his election in 1982 "give us peace and take that which will surprise the 
world." he was aware that the request is very difficult. He was also aware 
that the desired peace, despite all its international and regional conditions, 
has to begin in Lebanon. 


When al-Jumayyil formed the 10-member cabinet under the chairmanship of Rashid 
Karami and with the participation of the war and peace leaders, he said: 
"Give us reconciliation and take that which will surprise the Lebanese." 


The so-called "series of surprises" began in Bikfayya 2 weeks ago. The first 
link in this series was the cabinet meeting in the capital of the al-Jumayyil 
family and the arrival of ministers Walid Junblatt and Nabih Birri to this 
mountain town which is considered the stronghold of the Phalange and the 
Lebanese Forces. 


The latest, but not last, link in the "series of surprises" was Minister 
Walid Junblatt's meeting with Fadi Afram, the commander of the Lebanese 
Forces, at a luncheon in President al-Jumayyil's residence. 


The sight of Junblatt climbing up or down the stairs of the Bikfayya Palace 
was less evocative than the sight of him sitting next to Presdient al-Jumayyil 
in the president's car, with the president himself driving the car across 
Bikfayya to the family residence. There, on the balcony overlooking the towns 
of al-Matn and Kasrawan, the president of the republic stood, with Walid 
Junblatt, Fadi Afram, Khalid Junblatt, Joseph al-Hashim, Akram Shuhayb, Eli 
Hubayqah and Col Simon Qassis, the head of the army intelligence agency, 
Standing next to him. 


The information published on this meeting, which lasted 2 hours, amounted to 


no more than headlines for discussions which, no matter how long they last, 
continue to be too short to absorb the events of 9 years of war, tragedies 
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and political partisan conflicts that date back to more than a quarter 
century ago, with some people dating these conflicts to more than one and a 
quarter century ago. 


But the sources of both factions have given AL-HAWADITH a review of the most 
important points raised in the discussion, which was characterized by the 
approach of somebody seeking to familiarize himself with the personality of 
someone else face to face before embarking with him on a dialogue that 
proceeds from the question: Is an understanding possible? 


Certainly, there was a desire for understanding. Without this objective, the 
meeting would not have been arranged. Had not the signs of readiness to reach 
results emerged, the invitation to this presidential luncheon, whose importance 
was evident in all the discussion concerning the ministerial statement and 
confidence in the new cabinet, would not have been accepted. 


The informed sources say that the meeting between Walid Junblatt and Fadi 
Afram has come 4 months late, at least, because President Amin al-Jumayyil 
sought such a meeting upon conclusion of the first Geneva conference. In 

that period, Junblatt said repeatedly that the young leader with their various 
tendencies and affiliations are qualified more than others for dialogue and 
for making the decision on a new formula that saves Lebanon and determines 

its future. 


In his turn, Afram declared more than once his readiness for political and 
partisan dialogue with the opponents. 


However, there is an unsuccessful experiment in this regard by ex-President 
Ilyas Sarkis. That experiment was carried out when President Sarkis formed 
in the wake of the Israeli invasion a Salvation Committee which included 
among its members Walid Junblatt, and the late Bashir al-Jumayyil, the 
commander of the Lebanese Forces. 


Sarkis reiterated on every occasion his opinion that agreement among the 
revolutionary youth is the entryway to reconciliation and to the desired 
solution. 


Before his election as president, Amin al-Jumayyil took the initiative, 
holding meetings which were described at the time as amazing. He came to the 
western area [West Beirut] at the most difficult times and under the most 
difficult circumstances. He was the only visitor to come from the eastern 
area to propose the opening of communication channels with the political 
leaderships and with the armed partisan leaderships. 


More than one initiative in each other's direction was taken by President 
al-Jumayyil and Walid Junblatt. Most Lebanese saw on television the presi- 
dent's meeting with Junblatt in Paris at a press conference which President 
al-Jumayyil held within the framework of his official visit to France shortly 
after his election. At that meeting, Junblatt took precedence over Lebanon's 
ambassador to France who is the president's representative. Junblatt returned 
the courtesy by visiting the president at the Republican Palace more than 
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once, which gave public opinion the impression that the intensity of the internal 
conflict had been alleviated. Then came the attempt on Junblatt's life and 

the president broke the presidential traditions and went personally to 

Junblatt's residence in al-Musaytibah to congratulate him on his escape. 


But all those initiatives did not break any layer of the thick ice wall 
separating the Progressive Socialist Party, led by Junblatt, on the one hand 
and the Lebanese Forces, led by Afra, on the other hand. The mountain war the 
then came to turn the ice wall into a wall of iron and fire. 


All these stops, with all their negative points and their few positive points, 
cast their shadows on the recent meeting in Bikfayya. This is why the most 
important thing about the meeting is that it took place, especially in Bikfayya. 
This is why its first result has, according to observers, been in the interest 
of the regime because it is difficult to reach agreement in such a meeting 

on rapid steps whose effects are reflected on the confrontation ground between 
the two sides, 


But those who observed the meeting closely have asserted that the main issue 
raised, namely the issue of the mountain's security, has penetrated numerous 
barriers standing in its way and that there seemed to be a common desire to 
reach what has come to be called "arrangements" that guarantee the citizen's 
security and encourage the evacuees from the Christian villages in al-Shuf 
and 'Alayh to return to their homes. 


The discussion on this difficult and complex issue had started between ex- 
President Camille Sham'un and Walid Junblatt at the Lausanne conference and 
a committee was formed at the time to continue the discussion. But the com- 
mittee did not carry out its mission because of transient circumstances. 
This is why no agreement was reached at the Bikfayya meeting to form a new 
committee [and why it was decided] to wait for the disappearance of these 
circumstances in which security affairs, road affairs and building affairs 
have become entangled in the wake of the damage and destruction that hit the 
homes, institutions and public and private property in the mountain. 


What has strengthened the hope that the Bikfayya meeting will produce positive 
results is the prevalent conviction that the country is approaching a 

period of stability that will last til! the end of this summer, at least. 

In this period, the regime will turn to correcting conditions, beginning with 
entrenching security and ending with administrative and political refcrn, 
coupled with building and reconstruction. 


After the Bikfayya meeting, there remains another step which President 
al-Jumayyil seeks, namely to hold a similar meeting with Minister Nabih 
Birri present. 


The objective, according to the informed sources, is to reach the "peace of 
the combatants," considering that the war will lead to no solution. 


As long as the solution comes through peace, then why don't the combatants 
hurry up? This is what those who are enthusiastic for and optimistic over the 
Signs of hope ask. 
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LEBANON 


FRANJTYAH EXPRESSES VIEWS ON CABINET MAKEUP, SOLUTIONS TO CRISIS 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 60, 2 Jun 84 pp 34-36 


[Interview With Ex-President Sulayman Franjiyah by Zaynah Shuraym: "Israel 
Covets South and Plans to Settle in It"; in Zgharta, date not specified] 


[Text] Zgharta--'"True believers do not think in sectarian terms. Had God 
wished to create all people from one sect, He would have done so." 


With these and similar words Sulayman Franjiyah has been addressing the Lebanese 
as deputy, as minister, as president, as opponent in the 1958 events, as fighter 
since his son Tony was assassinated by the Phalangist militias and as one of 

the leaders of the National Salvation Front, which toppled the 17 May accord 
between Lebanon and Israel, 


He is violent in his opposition, frank in his opinions and intransigent in his 
positions. But he is tolerant in his religious beliefs even though he is a 
prominent leader cf the Maronite sect, whose leaders are well known for their 
sectarian fanacticism and most of whom, excluding Franjiyah, have been called 
the "isolationists" by the Arabists in Lebanon. He lets no opportunity pass 
without reaffirming his belief in the Arabism of Lebanon and of Lebanon's 
Christians especially. Yet, he was the first opponent in the recent national 
dialogue conference in Lausanne to the proposals to curtail] the powers of the 
president of the republic and of the army commander, both of whom are Maronite 
Christians. It is his opinion that the Maronism of the holders of these two 
offices is essential for the Arabism of Lebanon itself. 


Ex-President Franjiyah has refused to take part in the new cabinet because he 
is not convinced of the true intentions of the Maronite representatives in the 
cabinet, namely ex-President Camille Sham'un and Pierre al-Jumayyil, toward 
hostility to Israel and the country's Arab option. However, he does not oppose 
the cabinet or President Amin al-Jumayyil. 


How does ex~-President Sulayman Franjiyah explain all these positions of his? 


AL-TADAMUN has conducted with him the following interview in the town of Zgharta 
in North Lebanon. 


[Question] Your excellency, what results has abolition of the 1/7 May accord 
produced so far. In your opinion, what will be the future reactions of the 
United States and its ally, Israel? 











[Answer] Failure to abolish the accord would have posed the greater danger 

to Lebanon's existence because this accord, as presented to the Lebanese 
people, turns Lebanon into an israeli protectorate and gives Israel the right 
to use the Lebanese territories, waters and air any way it wishes without con- 
ditions or restraints. When Israel demands this line, it will not use it for 
a picnic. The objective is aggression against fraternal Syria from Lebanese 
territories. This is the biggest danger posed by this accord. 


[Question] Why hasn't Israel attacked Syria from the Golan, for example? 


[Answer] Because sisterly Syria has taken enough measures to push Israel back 
to the sea or to hell in the case of an israeli attack from the Golan. But the 
borders between Lebanon and sisterly Syria extend for 300 kilometers. This is 
why after Syria's complete fortification of its borders with Israel, the latter 
turned to Lebanon in order to be able to launch attacks from it. With the 
abolition of the accord, Lebanon has regained its freedom, dignity and its 
place among its Arab brothers. This is the most important thing if Lebanon wants 
to survive with spotless relations between itself and sisterly Syria and be- 
tween itself and the Arab brothers. Lebanon cannot survive without its 
brothers. This is why many Lebanese, and I can say modestly 95 percent of the 
Lebanese, were against the accord. Finally, the regime, fortunately for us, 
submitted to the wish of the Lebanese majority. 


[Question] Are the ceaseless daily acts and attacks carried out by Israel a 
reaction to abolition of the treaty or are they Israel's traditional character- 
istics? 


[Answer] Both combined. Israel has ambitions in the Lebanese territories, 
especially in the Lebanese waters. If we refer to the maps drawn up by the 
Israeli officisls for dozens of years, we will find in every Isareli map a part 
of Lebanon included in the ultimate State of Israel. In one of the maps, Israel 
extends from the Gaza coast to the "Taurus" Mountains. What remains of 

Lebanon, in their view, amounts to no more than one quarter of the present 
al-Biga' Governorate. The plan which Begin himself drew up in 1952 puts 
Israel's borders south of Siden. Israel's ambitions are big and include Israeli 
settlement of the south primarily because the south has been blessed by God 

with abundant water and Palestine's direst need is water. If the south's water 
is diverted to Palestine, Palestine will turn into cultivable land fit for 
habitation and utilization. 


[Question] How do you interpret the U.S. political failure in Lebanon? 


[Answer] My answer consists of a question: Where has the United States solved 
anything and not failed? Did it succeed in Vietnam? Did it succeed in the 
Congo? Did it succeed in Iran? U.S. policy is founded on dollars for the U.S. 
merchant and on voters for the politician. Regrettably and as long as many 
Americans think with their ears rather than their heads and as long as they con- 
tinue to believe the Israeli media, Israel will continue to dominate the 

United States. As long as Israel continues to dominate the United States, then 
the latter will give the former all it wants in Lebanon and in the other Arab 
countries. 
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[Question] Your excellency, what is the extent of the impact of the U.S. 
political failure on U.S. military strength? 


[Answer] We cannot deny that the U.S. military power is among the top military 
powers in the world. But guns, warships and aircraft are one thing and the 
people's spirit another. With the prosperity in which they live, the American 
people are content and do not want colonies or influence. The American people 
want to make dollars so that they may live with their families an honorable 
life. But the officials in charge of the American people are the ones who turn 
international policy into a trade and threaten other countries with the weapons 
they possess. 


[Question] What is the impact of the U.S. political failure on the area as a 
whole? 


[Answer] I hope that the example given by Lebanon will be a lesson to all the 
Arab countries. Small Lebanon has given the United States a lesson which will 
be recorded in history. 


[Question] Lebanon's identity is still the subject of discussion, like its 
fragmented territories. In your opinion, will agreement be reached on an 
official identity for Lebanon? 


[Answer] Lebanon in its entirety was represented at the Geneva conference and 
that conference decided that Lebanon is Arab, the descendant of Arabs, its sole 
identity is Arabism and its sole nationalism is Arabism. This is how we have 
wanted it and this is how we have inherited it from our fathers and forefathers 
and this is how it will remain, God willing. 


[Question] What, in your opinion, are the means that can lead Lebanon out of 
the crisis of bloodshed, killing and destruction under which it has lived 
throughout the past 10 years and under which it continues to live now? Where 
does the solution come from? 


[Answer] When there is in Lebanon a government that deserves to be called 
government, the Lebanese issue will end in one month. But regrettably, there 
have been no governments in Lebanon in the past 10 years. What there has been 
is capitulation to a faction that has sold itself to the devil and that has 
obeyed what the Israeli enemy dictates to it. 


[Question] So we can say, your excelle.cy, that the solution to the Lebanese 
crisis comes from within and not from abroad? 


[Answer] It comes from within primarily. But the outside world, and I mean 
by the outside world the Arab brothers, is supposed to consider--when normalcy 
is restored to the situation in Lebanon--that this country has lost enormously 
in the past 10 years. If the Arab nation decides to cut down one pack of 
cigarettes on what the Arab citizen smokes weekly and if the Arab citizen de- 
cides to buy three suits instead of four suits annually, then Lebanon will be 
able to regain its health as soon as possible. 





[Question] Through your experiences, what is your opinion of what is taking 
place within the sphere of the government of leaders and can we ony that this 
government is the last lifeboat? 


[Answer] I doubt it. I will repeat what I have told you, namely that when the 
intentions are sincere and when there is resolution to work, one will not have 
to resort to those who engaged in destruction because they will rebuild. Re- 
grettably, the cabinet includes today members who were the reason for Lebanon 
reaching the situation under which we live at present. 


[Question] If you were in the place of His Excellency President Amin 
al-Jumayyil, how would you select a suitable national Lebanese cabinet? 


[Answer] I can never think of being in the place of President al-Jumayyil. 
However, I hope that the young President al-Jumayyil can, if he wishes, put an 
end to all the saboteurs and to all the agents of- Israel. 


[Question] Considering that you are one of the prominent political leaders 

in this country, questions have been raised about your failure to take part in 
the government of leaders. What are the reasons that prevent you from taking 
part in this government? 


[Answer] Because I don't believe that this government, with its makeup or at 
least with some of the members it includes, is a government of reconstruction. 
This government has come for rescue and its fate, in my view, will regrettably-- 
and I hope my view is not correct--be to continue the present situation because 
it includes in its membership those who will be reduced to their normal size, 
and their normal size is very small, should normalcy be restored to the situ- 
ation. These people will not act willingly to lose what they have plundered 
and stolen from the Lebanese people, be it material, political, moral or social. 


[Question] This means that you don't expect the current cabinet to succeed? 


[Answer] It can never succeed. The intentions of some of its members are 
spotless. But when there are saboteurs in the heart of the cabinet, the members 
with good intentions will not be able to implement the good to which the 
Lebanese people aspire. 


[Question] Your excellency, where is the Lebanese crisis heading, in your 
opinion? Is it toward partition or toward a war that will upset conditions? 


[Answer] Partition is in the picture insofar as the agents are concerned. 
Giving up the southern governorate, God forbid, is also in the picture insofar 
as the agents are concerned. But God, may He be praised, is great and he will 
turn these agents into slaves. They are slaves, but wearing a different garb. 
They will be reduced to their normal size by the will of the Lebanese people 
who are nowadays represented as best as can be by the Lebanese resistance 
existing in the south. 
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[Question] Mr President, the usurpation of Palestine is an issue, the Lebanese 
events are an issue and the occupation of the south has also become an issue. 
To put it briefly, the issues have become numerous while the issue is one. 

Mr President, where in fact is the issue? 


[Answer] The issue now started with Jerusalem, It is very, very regrettable 
that the United States will not be content with sacred Jerusalem and that it is 
encouraged the historical enemy to fulfill dreams in his head and until there 
is another Arab Saladin, the situation will continue. But it is not unlikely 
that there will emerge another Saladin who will throw the U.S. interests and 
the Jewish people into the sea, God willing. 


[Question] How do you interpret the presence of the western [war] ships and 
of the U.S. fleet close to the Lebanese shores in the wake of the U.S. failure 
and the withdrawal of the marines from Lebanon? Does this mean fear that the 
Soviet fleet will come? 


[Answer] This presence by the U.S. ships along the Lebanese shores is no more 
than a display of muscles now that the sincere Lebanese have agreed unanimously 
to expel the U.S. marines from the Lebanese territories. However, the Americans 
have continued to display their muscle at sea. It is well known tothe entire 
world that Lebanon is a weak country, especially in the wake of the past 10 
years of war. The American presence in our waters at present is no more than 

a muscle show intended to encourage Israel's agents to carry on with their work, 
as if telling them not to fear anything! 


[Question] Is there a connection between the Iraq-Iran war, the Palestinian 
issue and the events in Lebanon. How do you explain this connection? 


[Answer] The outbreak of this Iraq-Iran war is regrettable. When the regime 
in Iran changed, we had great hopes. Those hopes were founded on what we had 
heard from the Iranian officials about their plans to participate with us in 
restoring the holy land. But this war came to cause the Arabs to lose Iran's 
participation in defending the holy land. The Arabs have also lost at the same 
time the Iraqi capability to participate in this effort. Due to this war, 
Palestine has lost two friends until the end of this war and only God knows 
when this war will end, 


[Question] What Israel is doing nowadays constitutes the start for evicting the 
southerners through its closure of the crossing points [between the south and 
the rest of Lebanon]. It has become impossible to enter or depart from the 
south without permits that do not permit a return, and vice versa. This is a 
new tragedy from which the south is suffering. Is there, Mr President, a 
solution to overcome this new eviction crisis? 


[Answer] With Israel, there is no solution. If Israel solves one problen, 

it will create another. The only solution in Israel's view is to evict the 
Lebanese citizen. Today, Israel is occupying the south and doing whatever it 
pleases there. When it finishes with the south, Israel will proceed to another 
part. Regrettably, the United States is participating in this eviction scheme. 
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[Question] In your opinion, will Lebanon become another Palestine? 


[Answer] In America's plan, Lebanon is the alternative homeland for the 
Palestinian. 


[Question] But the final word is up to the Palestinian people and the 
Palestinian people reject any alternative homeland to Palestine. What does the 
United States gain from this scheming? On the other hand, in case there is a 
Palestinian presence on Israel's borders, i.e. in Lebanon, Israel will be sub- 
jected to ceaseless fedayeen operations. 


[Answer] The Palestinian people are powerless. Regrettably, it has become 
obvious that the Palestinian leadership says one thing and does another. Until 
the Palestinian people get a [real] leadership, God will cueate that which you 
do not know. 


[Question] In view of what has happened and is happening in the south, if your 
excellency were asked to address an appeal to the world's heads of state, what 
would you say? 


[Answer] One line: 0 world, would you accept having what I have? Nothing 
else. 


[Question] Your excellency,new perils have surfaced in Beirut's arena, 
especially the sectarian element. This makes the people of Beirut face a new 
crisis. In your opinion, how will Beirut overcome this crisis? 


[Answer] It is unfortunate that the west has discovered that the east has a 
weak point, namely sectarianism. Whenever the west has an interest in the east, 
it stirs this point of weakness in the people. Here, I would like to ask whon- 
ever thinks in sectarian terms: Is he a believer? A believer does not think 
in sectarian terms because the believer believes in fate and believes that when 
God, may He be praised, wanted him to exist on earth He did not ask him what 
sect or what religion he wants to belong to on earth. Man exists on earth with 
God's will and he belongs to a sect, any sect, with God's will. The believer 
must forget about other sects and must perform his religious duties toward his 
sect and must, if he is a believer, deal with all people on earth who exist on 
this earth with God's will, may He be praised. 


This is my view of those who turn sectarianism into a trade. 


[Question] When will B'abda Palace become the government meeting place? Will 
military helicopters continue to transport the ministers [to the meetings! and 
is this a sign of Lebanon's partition? 


[Answer] Lebanon is not safe now. This does not mean that it is approaching 
partition. There is great hope that this government will insure the security 
of all citizens. If a minister wants to go some place, he can get a helicopter. 
But how can the Lebanese citizen move from place to place? Do we have enough 
helicopters for all the Lebanese? Certainly not. We hope that this government 
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will be the government that puts an end to the fighting and insures the 
security desired by all the Lebane-e, excluding Israel's agents, of course. 


When the internal fighting is stopped, the government must move to evacuate the 
enemy from our sacred land. These are the only two acts currently required of 
any government whatsoever. 


[Question] In case your ambitions are not fulfilled, how will you oppose this 
government? 


[Answer] My view of the government does not come from the angle of opposition. 
However, we have our opinion which we express and we have positions which we 
take when the need arises. 


I do not oppose this government but I have refused to participate because I do 
not believe in such a government. Let me repeat that he who led Lebanon to this 
situation can [not] take it back te its situation in 1975, i.e. to its situation 
prior to 13 April 1975. 


[Question] Don't you agree that Minister al-Rasi represents you in this new 
cabinet? 


[Answer] The decree has been issued and the doctor [al-Rasi], our son-in-law, 
is a member of this government, until it becomes obvious to me that he who 
destroyed the country can rebuild it. Dr al-Rasi is awaiting this proof. If 
this government pulls out [the thorns], then welcome to it. If not, then each 
of us will pull out his thorns by himself. Dr ‘Abdallah al-Rasi is present in 
Zgharta and I don't think that he is annoyed with his presence in Zgharta until 
he finds out that this government's intention is sound and that the objective 
behind its formation is reform. From now till then, only God knows what 
dev_lopments will crop up. 


Regarding his recent meeting with President Amin al-Jumayyil, ex-President 
Sulayman Franjiyah said: 


His excellency the president of the republic took the trouble and came to meet 
me in al-Bazzun. Naturally, the discussion was confined to the issue of forming 
the cabinet. For your information, on the day when Juraysati, the general 
director of the Presidential Palace, came to me as an envoy of His Excellency 
President al-Jumayyil to consult with me on the quality of the new cabinet, lL 
said: I have two conditions for supporting this cabinet. They are: refraining 
from including in it any of Israel's agents and my selecting one half the 
Christian members init. Juraysati came another time and I reiterated the same 
words. Then His Excellency Prime Minister Karami honored me with a visit and 

I reiterated to him the two conditions for accepting participation in this 
cabinet. The cabinet has been formed and it is my interpretation that its 
makeup has come in complete contrast to what I had demanded because the agents 
will not be excluded and because I will not get what I wanted. The wise 

proverb which says "only God is perfect" is sacred. I may have set conditions 
that are not necessary but I cannot approve the makeup of this cabinet. 
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in my recent meeting with President al-Jumayyil, I decided to demand these two 
conditions but his excellency the president explained to me why he could not 
meet them. Naturally, I was persuaded but my being persuaded does not require 
me to participate. 


Concluding the interview, ex-President Sulayman Franjiyah said: 
When I become certain that this cabinet will carry out what it is supposed to 
carry out to restore normalcy to the homeland and if the opposite of what I am 


thinking becomes evident to me, then I will be the first to support it. 


However, I wish the president and the cabinet success because with the cabinet's 
success, Lebanon achieves success. 
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LEBANON 


CABINET SESSIONS SKETCHED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 381, 9 Jun 84 p 17 
[Article by Shukri Nasrallah: "Government for People's Eyes"] 


[Text] How can matters be set aright in Lebanon when the Lebanese have 
handed their affairs (without their being consulted of course) to the leaders 
of the warring tribes who have entered (or have been included in) a govern- 
ment that is not harmonious, united or consolidated? 


How can Lebanon find security and rest as long as the members of the cabinet 
entrusted with security and rest are "scornful," i.e. when none of them 
practically speaks to the others because of the hatred he harbors in his 
heart for the others? 


Somebody whose truthful information we trust has told us that Prime Minister 
Rashid Karami's cabinet meets in the following manner: 


Prime Minister Rashid Karami sits on the right of the president of the 
republic and the cabinet members sit to his right and facing him and the 
session begins. 


Prime Minister Karami can speak with all the cabinet members, but with a 
language other than the language he really has in his heart. 


Ex-President Camille Sham'un speaks, if he speaks, of generalities and does 
not go into the heart of matters. 


Ex-Prime Minister Salim al-Huss' situation is like that of Minister Joseph 
Skaf, 


"Adil ‘Usayran, an ex-speaker of the Chamber of Deputies, does not speak. 
He prefers to listen and shake his head while his heart is wrung with pain 
for the situation. 


Pierre al-Jumayyil prefers to say little so as to avoid embarking on a 
"sensitive argument.” If he speaks, it is on generalities. 


Walid Junblatt speaks only of generalities and of vague issues that do not 
bind him or anybody else. 











Nabih Birri acts in unity and solidarity with Walid Junblatt, speaking of 
generalities and of some particulars. (The generalities concern the govern- 
ment and the particulars concern the outside world.) 


Joseph Skaf has nothing to do with the affairs that must be discussed by 
the people concerned. When the people concerned remain silent, or pretend 
to remain silent, on a particular issue, Skaf finds himself preferring 
silence to words. 


Victor Qasir: His turn has not come yet. The Lebanese economy, to which 
Victor Qasir has been brought to give a boost, is still far from being 
discussed. 


Dr ‘Abdallah al-Rasi, the 10th cabinet member and Franjiyah's minister, has 
not accepted the job yet. Consequently, he talks to nobody and nobody talks 
to him. 


The friend whose reliable information we trust has said: This cabinet meets 
only in the eyes of the people so as to avoid rumors and so that it may not 
be said that it is negative. 


But it is a 100 percent negative cabinet. 


How can its prime minister call it a salvation government when it does not 
include in its membership two who wish each other well? 


How can we call it a national union government as long as the only unity its 
members have is unity against the homeland, not for it. 


The party dying is the homeland and the citizens and that which is killing 
the homeland and the citizens are the weapons and armed men of these princes. 


How can we ask the black to turn white and the red to turn brown? 
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LEBANON 


PARTIES EXPRESS OPINIONS ON PARTITION 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 228, 23-29 Jun 84 pp 16-18 


[Article by Zaki Shihab: "AL-MAJALLAH Explores Lebanese Parties" Opinion on 
Prrtition; Liberals: Federalism Is Instrument for Fighting Partition; Amal: 
Partition Serves Israel and Harms Maronites; Phalanges: Federal Formula Insures 
Distinctions and Characteristics of Lebanese Sects; Progressive Socialists: We 
Insist on Abolition of Political Sectarianism and on Coexistence Between 
Lebanese" ] 


[Text] Paul Marc Henri, the former French ambassador to Lebanon, has said: 
"Lebanon cannot overcome its crisis without an international guarantee," adding 
that "during the war, there emerged problems which each side tried to push in 

the direction it desired. Balance in Lebanon is impossible without the protection 
of the major powers." Henri has further asserted: "Ultimately, it can be said 
that the war in Lebanon has ended and that the constitution currently in force 
can lead to a sort of federalism. The map agreed upon internationally is ready 
and the disagreement over drawing up the borders of the sections is very minor." 


Dean Brown, the envoy of ex-U.S. President Gerald Ford to Lebanon in 1976, 
revealed Lebanon's future in a television symposium, broadcast in August 1976, 
in which he said: "I do not believe that the settlement in Lebanon will come 
through returning completely to the previous situation but rather through the 
system of 'cantons,' provided that the cease-fire lines be the separating bor- 
ders." Brown also said: "Partitioning Lebanon into mini-states will lead to a 
chain of mini-states which cannot survive economically. If it is impossible to 
return to the previous political system, then it is better to create the Lebanon 
of cantons or federal Lebanon, on condition that this Lebanon maintain the 
integrity of the territories." 


The talk of federalism was mentioned not just by the U.S. and French ambassadors 
but has gone beyond to fundamental parties in the Lebanese conflict. 


AL-MAJALLAH has interviewed a number of the representatives of these parties 
and has recorded their opinions as follows: 














Lawyer Musa Burnus, the information and guidance secretary of the National 
Liberal Party which is led by ex-President Camille Sham'un, has answered a 
question on the basis on which the party relied when it took the initiative of 
projecting the federal formula as a solution to the Lebanese crisis, saying: 


The crisis was beginning to intensify in the fall of 1975 when we proposed, with 
great courage, to the public a federal plan for the future Lebanon. In our view, 
federalism is capable of safeguarding Lebanon's real unity. The 1943 charter 

has failed intrinsically, i.e. the formula of the unity of the soil and of the 
sectarian union, whether in terms of representation in the Chamber of Deputies 
Or in the state's departments, or in the multiplicity of the laws in force and 
of the government authorities concerned with personal status affairs especially 
Since they accompany the citizen from the cradle to the grave. 


Burnus added: "Religious confessional multiplicity has generated the legal 
juristic multiplicity which, in itself, is a wealth and a source of richness 

if those in charge knew how to utilize it well and if they had not maintained 
its negative features, which they have done, because no state can be built on 
negativities, as journalist and minister George Naqgqash has said. Thus, we 
tried at that time and we are still trying to turn federalism or unionism [al- 
ittihadiyah] into an instrument for fighting partition through a complete and 
comprehensive study whose slogan is fighting partition with unionism. The said 
Slogan has become a memory in history, in spite of us and in spite of those who 
disagreed with us." Burnus added: "The reaction to the above was a spontaneous 
and haphazard uproar by the allegedly pro-unity but actually pro-partition fac- 
tion. The recent events have proven this truth indisputably. We have been 
falsely and unjustly described as traitors, lackeys and so forth. Moreover, 

the other faction, though certain of the failure of the unity formula and though 
it has been fighting for 10 years for Lebanon's survival, opposed it [federalism] 
with the passion of domination and control or, at most, stood watching, as is 
its habit, for a long period of time and then awakened from its slumber to adopt 
the principle of federalism and to declare it in its turn to the public at the 
Lausanne conference. We on our part have remained silent unwillingly. However, 
we believe thatthe federal formula will ultimately overcome all the projected 
solutions, proceeding on the basis of Lebanese multiplicity in all that is built 
On Sincerity and objectivity in the worlds of science and patriotism. This is 
why we prepared at the beginning of 1980 a study entitled "Dialogue...Solution... 
Dream." The study contains a dialogue for reconciliation, a solution for the 
Lebanese crisis and the dream of the future Lebanon." 


Answering a question on whether projecting the federal formula is compatible 
with the reality in which Lebanon lives, Burnus said: 


"Now that the overwhelming majority of the parties to the conflict in the 
Lebanese arena have acknowledged two facts, namely the fall of the old unity 
formula and the emergence of a federal current seeking a formula actually be- 
fitting Lebanon, and noting, to start with, that Lebanon is the country of 
freedom and multiplicity and considering that it rejects secularization and civil 
laws on personal status affairs and preserves the beliefs of all, without 
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exception, then it can clingto nothing other than federalism to preserve the 
characteristics of every one of its sects. We should note on this occasion 
that each of these sects has its authority and its laws which are imposed on 
its followers, provided that they are not in conflict with the general law. 


"Federalism is a contribution on our part to a solution, not to bargaining over 
a solution. Everything in Lebanon has been, regrettably, founded on bargaining. 
Lebanon, which is now divided in word and in deed as a result of the bloody 
tragedy, needs that which unites its citizens, who are divided into religious 
and social sectarian blocs. This is why we must find in this case the uniting 
factor, not the common denominator, or must create it if necessary. In our 
view, this factor is federalism, nothing else, because only federalism can 
preserve the distinctions, not the privileges. Our tragedy is not just the 
result of an international plot and of excesses and maneuvers. It is also a 
Crisis of government and of judgment in managing the crisis by those who are in 
government. The advantages of this projection of ours are: First, enabling 
all the factions to realize their identity within their special environment and 
through lively national interaction. 


"Second, Saving Lebanon with its natural borders. 


"Third, putting the national trust above all suspicions because every part of 
Lebanon can safeguard its own distinction without making false allegations 
against the other genuine Lebanese distinctions. Lebanon will thus become a 
society of distinctions, not a bunch of privileges. 


"Fourth, keeping pace with the scientifically imposed historical logic. 


"Fifth, entrenching Lebanese unity as a geographic and historical fact, con- 
sidering that the fault in the structure is a fault of the combination more than 
being a fault in the nature of the components. 


"Sixth, declaring Lebanon as a historical unity, not as a formula produced by 
the French mandate, as radicals of both factions claim. 


"Seventh, saving Lebanon from partition, whatever the cost. Such partition is 
tantamount to an economic, social and political catastrophe in the long run. 


"Eighth, acknowledging that the historical, social and geographic situation in 
Lebanon is a Middle Eastern reality and not denying Lebanon's special charac- 
teristics and absolute sovereignty, which is recognized by both the western 
and Arab worlds. 


"Ninth, giving the world the chance to maintain its belief that Lebanon is open 
to all the cultural currents without exception and that it takes from the east 
what is good and from the west what is better, keeping in mind that minimizing 
Lebanon is tantamount to humiliating it and that humiliating Lebanon is tan- 
tamount to sentencing it to death. 
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"Tenth, avoiding the independence-minded and isolationist regional upheavals 
that surface from time to time. 


"Eleventh, safeguarding the universal mission of federal Lebanon in its capacity 
as the ideal formula for a society with multiple nationalities and religious 
beliefs." 


Concluding, Musa Burnus said: "The federal plan includes a constitutional 
prelude containing a written acknowledgement of the ultimate Lebanon as a lasting 
federal homeland, an everlasting independent homeland with its present borders, 

a homeland with national sovereignty and a special distinction which it insists 
on preserving, without privileges for anybody, and a homeland that is an active 
member of the Arab League and of the United Nations, serving the Arabs and mankind 
as long as it is the homeland of freedom and man." 


Dr Hussayn Yatim, the political adviser of Amal Movement, has justified the 
movement's rejection of the partition plan, saying: 


"The truth is that when Nabih Birri, the leader of tiie Amal Movement, said that 
we will fight all forms of partition for 90 years, he was reflecting Amal 
Movement's national, pan-Arab and religious thinking. We will certainly do so 
if the tendency toward partition persists. We see in federalism, confederalism, 
cantons and all the projected forms of partition grave harm from the following 
aspects: 


"From the national aspect, we see in them the destruction of Lebanon with its 
small size and its large goal. Can this Lebanon, with its small size, withstand 
further partition when it is, originally, a part of a fragmented Arab world? 

If Lebanon has to be partitioned politically, then on what basis? If it is on 
an administrative basis, in the sense of decentralized administration, then we 
are for such partition because it is founded on scientific planning established 
on the decentralism of the Lebanese economy. But if the partition is based on 
sectarian separation in which massacres are perpetrated and groups are split, 
with parts returning to their religious and sectarian roots, isolating them- 
selves and turning into sectarian ghettos, then this is terrible and rejected 
finally. However, the separation has taken place and it is on the basis of this 
separation that political partition attempts founded on sectarianism are taking 
place. What is more dangerous than all this is that the sectarian separation is 
now taking place within the same religion." 


Dr Yatim added: “Our view is that the schemes for cantons, whether they are 
Maronite or non-Maronite Christian schemes, Shi'ite, Sunni or Druze Muslim 
schemes, emanate from Israel's interest, embodied in fragmenting Lebanon. 
Israel has thus formed an alliance with political Maronism and with Maronite 
circles nurtured by the thought advocated by the Maronite monastic orders. 

At best, this alliance calls for the domination of the Maronite sect or the 
domination of political Maronism, embodied in the Phalange, over all of 
Lebanon, with Israeli support and Israeli custodianship. At worst, the alliance 
calls for partitioning Lebanon. We say that if it is certain that this is in 
the interest of Israel, then it is a hundred times more certain that grave harm 
will be suffered by the Maronite sect itself in terms of its existence, creed 
and culture. 
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"Zionism, which seeks to destroy Lebanon, will destroy its components first, 
beginning primarily with the cultural, political and educational presence of 
political Maronism in Lebanon and in the Arab world. Israel, which covets 
Lebanon's role in the Arab world, in the east and in the west, will certainly 
covet the role performed by the Arab Maronites in the Arab world, in the east 
and in the west." 


Dr Yatim went on to add: "Political Maronism, which has brought Israel into 
Lebanon as an ally against the Lebanese, the Arabs and the Palestinians, is 
like him who brought the bear to the vineyard. The bear ate the grapes, 
killed the vineyard owner and had a drink on his grave. Thus, Lebanon, and 

the sect with historical privileges in it, will be destroyed. As for the pan- 
Arab damage, it emanates from the fact that Israel has used "Operation Galilee" 
aS a pretext to occupy and fragment this homeland so that it may penetrate 
through this to the Arab world and crystallize its historical dream of an 
Israell empire extending from the Euphrates to the Nile. The Arabs, who 
suffered long under the yoke of the nightmare of backwardness, moving from one 
form of colenialism to another, find themselves nowadays suffering under the 
yoke of the dangers of two new kinds of colonialism: A U.S. cultural, political 
and economic colonialism imposing its domination by usurbing our will, creating 
regimes that serve its interests and threatening with its vast military capa- 
bilities and, second, a geographic, political and economic Israeli colonialism 
trying to crystallize a biblical dream, supported by the capabilities of the 
west, led by the United States of America." 


As for the harm to the Shi'ite sect from federalism and all forms of partition, 
the political adviser of the Amal Movement has said: "If it is right to think 
in sectarian terms, then the Shi'ite sect will suffer the gravest harm because 
the Shi'ites who are distributed geographically and demographically between the 
south, al-Biga', Mount Lebanon and Beirut will lose their unity as a major 
group if the partition plot succeeds. Whnat will become of the south, which 
constitutes one third of Lebanon? Where will al-Biga' stay? Where will Jubayl 
go? What will the fate of the Shi'ites in Beirut and its [southern] suburb 

be? The ties of the Shi'ite sect will be severed if federalism on the basis 

of cantons is established. This is why we find ourselves, because of a sec- 
tarian interest, most strongly attached to the unity of this homeland. This is 
why we have fought the Palestinian brothers in order that South Lebanon may not 
become a site for his settlement, why we have fought the Israeli so that he may 
not realize his dream on our land, why we have fought the Phalange and the 
Lebanese Forces to obstruct partition and domination and why we fought the 
National Movement, rejecting the local councils because we saw in them the 
beginning of partition. Finally, we will continue to fight partition for 90 
years, as the movement leader has said." 


Phalange Party 
Lawyer George Sa'adah, a member of the Phalange Party Political Bureau and of 
the party's delegation to the Lausanne conference, has in turn talked to 


AL-MAJALLAH on federalism, saying: "In attempts on its part to find out the 
causes of the flaw in government and state institutions, in endeavors to enable 
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these institutions to become more compatible with the reality and to put an 

end to the bloody wars, conflicts and catastrophes that have afflicted Lebanon 
in succession for years, the Lebanese Front held several meetings, took step: 
and issued numerous statements and appeals focused on one point, namely clinging 
to Lebanon with its present borders and insuring the possibility of coexistence 


- ss 4 
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between the various religious and cultural societies of which Lebanon consists 
nile preserving the personality, characteristics and history of each of these 
societies. This is why the discussion centered on the best formula to achieve 
all this and to insure continuity now that it has become evident that the state 
of the 1940's has succeeded only partially and temporarily in this objective, 
that this state has been exposed to collapse whenever the winds blew from 

ere or there and that the situation has ended with the explosion of this 
state and the collapse of its political and military institutions." 


Sa'adah added: "One of the results of a sedate scientific study on the causes 
of the collapse and of the explosion that has afflicted Lebanon is that the 
state of the 1940's is a state of unity befitting a uniform society whereas 
Lebanese society iS a compounded, diverse and multiple society. This i 
the struggle for power erupted and has often taken the form of armed clashes 
and conflicts. This 1s due to the fact that the Lebanese sects have continued 
to cling to their characteristics, identities and special laws and this is why 
the rule of sectarian representation, approved temporarily in accor 
article 95 of the constitution, has continued to be in force even though it 

was founded on the basis that the Lebanese sects are temporaliy groups that must 
fuse and disappear in a single national group in accordance with the logic oi 
the state of unity. Lebanon continued to be perplexed between the state' 
abolition or non-abolition of this rule until the recent events erupted. 

Each set has proven its adherence to its rights and characteristics and the 
researcher must reach one of two possibilities: 


dance with 


) 
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"First, the total fusion of all the Lebanese groups in a single national 
group, and this cannot happen in a homeland like Lebanon without total secu- 
larization. 

“Second, preservation of the characteristics, distinctions and identity 

each sect, and this can be achieved only through a formula that takes all this 
into consideration while clinging to Lebanon's unity. In its statement which 
it announced on 23 December 1980 under the title of "The Lebanon We Want to 
Build," the Lebanese Front declared: 


"We cannot build separately the free, sovereign and independent Lebanon we want. 
All of Lebanon's resident and expatriate sons in all parts of the world must 
build and protect it with us and must participate in directing its policy and 
organizing its administration. The type of the new formula must be agreed 

upon by all the Lebanese in a climate free of coercion and terror, be it 
internal or external. This is why there will not be in the Lebanon we want to 
build any unfairness or injustice against any of its sects. 


"Moreover, the Lebanese Front believes that all the Christians cannot dispense 
with their brothers from the other minorities who have participated with them 
for hundreds of years in creating this unique homeland with its unique 

tity in the Middle East.” 








"Proceeding on the basis of these principles, we have not projected the prin- 
ciple of secularization which is rejected by a large faction of the Lebanese. 
What remains is to search for a formula that insures preservation of the char- 
acteristics and distinctions of each sect. We have found that the unionist 
formula is the formula capable of insuring this and so the Lebanese Front 
presented to the Lausanne conference the unionist formula to settle the Lebanese 
Situation. We were careful not to call our projected formula federalism so as 
to avoid the sensitivity some people feel toward this name. We thus said the 
unionist formula, not the federal formula." 


The member of the Phalange Party Political Bureau added: "This projection is 
compatible with the situation under which we live in Lebanon, even though some 
believe that the unionist system is a partitionist system or at least a system 
that paves the way for or exposes Lebanon to partition. The opposite is true 
because this system unites more than it divides and because it is the shield 
against all dangers of division, fragmentation and partition. Experiences have 
proven that strong and capable states have been founded on this unionist system 
which has secured stability for the states that have adopted it. History con- 
tains no indication that unionist states have exploded and split apart whereas 
there are countless examples of states that have exploded and disintegrated as 
a result of the system of unity and its harshness. It should be noted here 
that the greatest and richest countries are the countries living under a 
unionist system, such as the Federal Republic of Germany, Australia, Austria, 
Canada, the United States, Switzerland and more, keeping in mind that the 
world's modern constitutional systems are inclined to reduce the powers of the 
central government while strengthening the local governing powers of the pro- 
vinces and states." 


Progressive Socialist Party 


Khalid Junblatt, a former cabinet minister and one of the most prominent 
advisers of Walid Junblatt, the Progressive Socialist Party leader, has 
detailed the reasons that make the party and the Druze sect reject the federal 
formula, saying: "It is a formula that leads to the partition which we reject. 
Federalism is the path to unification if the country is divided. Countries 

do not start with unity in order to end with federalism, but rather the 
opposite. All the historical examples underline the phased progress in the 
formation of states. Human groups, even those founded on the differences of 
race, history and geography, exert efforts to bolster their existence and secure 
their interests through solidarity, concluding contracts to unite their capa- 
bilities within a unionist entity. This is the first phase in the formation of 
united states. A mere glance at the federal systems existing in Europe and 
America shows that they are moving gradually toward reducing their special 
characteristics and fusing their contractual privileges in the powers of the 
central state." 


Junblatt has also said: "We insist that the starting points of our society 


are the same. If the starting points are the same, then the society must be 
united and must be protected by a strong will that rejects any contradiction 
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in the essence. Economically, there is no basis for the coexistence of federal 
province. We, as a Druze sect, are in the essence of Lebanon's entity and our 
bond is to the homeland as a whole. We proceed from this viewpoint.” 


Concluding, Junblatt said: "Coexistence among all sects of the Lebanese people 
is present. Therefore, the abolition of sectarianism is the right path toward 
Salvation and revival. Proceeding on this basis, we insist on the abolition 

of political sectarianism. This is why we are confronted with rejection, 
violence and accusation." 
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LEBANON 


BANKING OFFICIAL EXPRESSES OPTIMISM ON FINANCIAL SITUATION 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 63, 23 Jun 84 pp 59-60 


/Interview with ‘Adil al-Qassar, vice chairman of Banks Association, by 
Ibtahim ‘Awadah: "Beirut Has Not Lost its Position and Alternatives Have Not 
Succeeded in Making up for It"; in Beirut, date not specified/ 


/Text/ Beirut--'Adil al-Qassar, the vice chairman of the Lebanese Banks 
Association, has asserted that the Lebanese banking position is sound, even 
though this sector began to epxerience as of the beginning of 1984 some 
difficulties due to the continued Lebanese crisis, with all its security, 
political and economic aspects. 


The vice chairman of the banks association believes that what has been mentioned 
about a crisis to which some Lebanese banks have been exposed recently is an 
exaggeration and that what has happened is insignificant and happens in the 
world's strongest banking systems, as is currently the case with the U.S. 
banking sector. 


"Adil al-Qassar believes that Beirut has not yet, despite the negative effects 
of the war, ultimately lost its financial and economic position in the area 
and that a security and political breather on the way to the final solution to 
the Lebanese crisis will enable Beirut to regain its vanguard role in the area, 
especially since the neighboring countries that have tried to take advantage 
of the Lebanese events to bolster their economic and financial centers have 
failed to do so. Al-Qassar has also declared that the Lebanese banking sector, 
with the large and surplus deposits it has, is capable of contributing to the 
process of rebuilding Lebanon and cam employ nearly 75 percent of its total 
deposits in the reconstruction projects. 


This has been stated by ‘Adil al-Qassar in an interview with AL-TADAMUN in 
which he has discussed the Lebanese banking position in the wak of the crisis 
experienced by one of the Lebanese banks--First Phoenician Bank. He has also 
dealt with the current economic situation and with the future possibilities. 
Here is the text of the interview: 


/Question/ At the beginning of last March, the Lebanese banking sector 
experienced a severe banking crisis which created doubts regarding the soundness 
of the banking system. What happened and, furthermore, what was the consequence 
of this crisis? 
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/Answer/ The clamor which arose a few weeks ago regarding the soundness of 
one of the Lebanese banks--meaning the First Phoenician Bank--was handled in 
an extensive and misplaced manner. I believe that this crisis, which started 
last March and did not become public until the beginning of April, could have 
ended before it started. The attempt to cover up the crisis was a faulty 
step because it opened the door for many questions and raised misplaced 
question marks regarding the soundness of the Lebanese banking position, even 
though the truth was the opposite. All that happened was that the Phoenician 
Bank found itself, because of mismanagement, in a position that did not permit 
it to fulfill some of its foreign obligations. This is something that happen 
ordinarily in the strongest banking systems. An example in this regard is 
what we hear nowadays about a number of major U.S. banks which are said to be 
suffering from a major liquidity crisis that has motivated the U.S. Reserve 
(central bank) to intervene and supply these banks with the liquidity they need 
to stay afloat, /including/the Hanover Trust Co, the fourth biggest bank in 
the United States. 


Moreover, the crisis which was experienced by one of the Lebanese banks has not 
had any impact on the Lebanese banking sector, especially since the Central 
Bank of Lebanon, thankfully, moved rapidly and covered the foreign obligations 
of the said bank, (giving it special loans amounting to $500 million). The 
Central Bank also protected the rights of the local depositors, implementing 
in this respect the instructions stipulated in the Council of Ministers decree 
dated 5 December 1975, ratified by legislative decree No 10 of 14 January 1977, 
on insuring the soundness of the banking sector and on advancing special loans 
to the banks on a state guarantee. The crisis ended at this point without 
leaving any negative impact on the Lebanese banking system, whether at the 
local or the international level. This is why I believe that it would have 
been better not to cover up the crisis of the Phoenician Bank because it had 
been known to numerous Lebanese and international banks. Had the crisis been 
made public as soon as it swas discovered, it would have not evoked the clamor 
it has evoked, which is both unjustifiable and unobjective. 


/Question/ Beginning with the First Phoenician Bank crisis and ending with the 
Lebanese crisis with all its negative effects, where does the Lebanese banking 
sector stand today? 


/Answer/ There is no doubt that the Lebanese banking system is living in a 
frozen state as a consequence of the fatal freeze that has been enveloping the 
various Lebanese economic sectors as of the middle of last May, including 
industry, commerce and tourism. It is a freeze that has resulted in an 

obvious drop in opening bank credit accounts, especially since the beginning 

of 1984. However, this does not all mean that the banking sector is experiencing 
deep and damaging problems. The proof is that the deposits are growing steadily 
and have not been affected by the general economic stagnation in Lebanon. 

Though these deposits are not growing at the expected rate, they did, however, 
record a considerable increase which amounted by the end of 1983 to 64 billion 
pounds whereas they had amounted to nearly 45 billion pounds by the end of 

1981 and nearly 65 billion by the end of 1982. These deposits must have 
increased in the first 5 months of 1984, despite the remittances made to the 
outside world by some Lebanese depositors recently. However, the volume of 


69 





these remittances does not call for concern because our statistics show that 
the value of the remittances since September 1983 and until the present does 
not exceed $300 million in foreign currency deposits. The inflow into Lebanon 
of additional sums in foreign currencies from varous sources has made up for 
these remittances. 


("Adil al-Qassar paused a little and then added:) 


It is true that banking activity is confined at presert to investment in the 
treasury bonds issued by the state as a result of obstruction of the other 
spheres of investment. It is also true that it is feared in case the Lebanese 
crisis continues, the economic crisis will affect the banking sector because 
the volume of the doubtful debts owed to the banks is growing rapidly with the 
aggravation of the crisis. However, no crisis has developed so far in the 
banking sector and the possibility of the occurrence of such a crisis will 
undoubtedly diminish with improvement of the country's general conditions and 
with revival of economic activity. But the more important question that 
should be raised on this occasion is not the qeustion of knowing the banking 
sector's ability to withstand the impact of the Lebanese crisis but the question 
ofknowing the ability of this country to stand fast. 


/Question/ The Association of Lebanese Banks has already asserted on more 
than one occasion its readiness to contribute to the reconstruction projects. 
To what degree, in your opinion, are the banks capable of making such a 
contribution? 


/Answer/ When the Association of Lebanese Banks declared its readiness to 
contribute to the reconstruction projects, it proceeded in this regard from 

a patriotic tendency because patriotic duty urges all the sectors capable of 
contributing to the reconstruction of Lebanon to do so. Moreover, the spheres 
of investment here will be guaranteed and far from risks and its profits will 
be reasonable, especially since the banks are suffering from the lack of 
investment opportunities. Therefore, we are awaiting impatiently issuance of 
the political decision so that we may be able to invest nearly 75 percent of 
the banking sector deposits (48 billion pounds) in reconstruction projects. 


/Question/ After all that has happened and is happening in Lebanon, do you 
think that Beirut is still capable of regaining its economic and financial 
role in the area or has the impact of the security and political events ended 
this role? 


/Answer/ It must be acknowledged that Beirut has lost so far a large part of 
its economic and financial role in the area for numerous reason, the most 
important being the emigration of the foreign firms for security reason and the 
flight of foreign capitai which is timid to start with and which seeks safe 
investments without risk. This is in addition to the difficulty businessmen 
encounter in reaching Lebz ron, either for security reasons or because Lebanon 
is cut off from the world every now and then, as happens when the airport is 
clesed. But this does not necessarily mean that Beirut has ultimately lost 
its position. If security and the right political climate are created, then 
Beirut will inevitably regain its lost role gradually. The proof of this is 
that the firms that used to leave Beirut in difficult security times and head 
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for Cyprus, Athens, Jordan, Egypt and other places would quickly return as 

soon as encouraging political and security signs emerged. Beirut has a special 
place in the heart of the world and everybody is waiting for security to be 
restored to Lebanon, especially since no neighboring country has proven its 
ability to take Beirut's financial and economic place throughout the years 

of the Lebanese crisis, excluding the State of Bahrain which has benefited 

from the offshore banks. 


/Question/ In view of all of the above, how do you visualize the position of 
the Lebanese economy at present and its future picture? 


/Answer/ It is undubitable that the Lebanese economy is at an important turning 
point at present, not to say that this economy is currently experiencing its 
worst days and that some people have despaired of saving the economic situation 
in the absence of any ray of light on the path of solving the economic crisis. 
But because I am optimistic by nature, I one of those who believe that the 
Lebanese economy, despite the weakness that has afflicted all its sectors, is 
capable of resurgence as soon as the proper security and political climate is 
secured. The opportunities for salvation are available, provided that we do 

not waste them and that we know how to exploit them. I believe that Lebanon 

has today, through the national union government which includes in its membership 
all of this country's political and military leaderships, a rare opportunity 

for salvation. We must learn how to exploit this opportunity so that we may 

not reach a deadend because then the qeustion will not be the question of where 
the Lebanese economy is heading but the question of where is Lebanon heading. 
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LEBANON 


PRESIDENT, PREMIER ATTEMPTING TO REORGANIZE ARMY 
Paris AL~MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 380, 2 Jun 84 p 27 
{[Article: '"Karami Cabinet Rebuilds Military Establishment"] 


[Text] Preoccupation with dealing with the problems and complications arising 
with the birth of the new Lebanese cabinet has not prevented President Amin 
al-Jumayyil and Prime Minister Rashid Karami from consulting on the broad lines 
of the cabinet statement on whose basis the cabinet will ask for a vote of con- 
fidence from the Chamber of Deputies. President al-Jumayyil and Prime Minister 
Karami have been in agreement since the outset that the cabinet statement will 
not be an ordinary statement or even an extraordinary statement inasmuch as it 
should be a new document for a new national charter among the Lebanese. This is 
why there are numerous issues with which this statement-document will deal. 

The two leaders prefer to move deliberately in declaring a position on it. 


If the issue of the south and of the efforts to restore it and to oust the 
Israelis from it constitutes the absolute priority in the procession to regain 
a homeland with united pecple and land, then the other priority is to rehabil- 
itate the army quickly. Since conclusion of the second round of the Lebanese 
dialogue conference in Lausanne, big questions have been circulating regarding 
the future of the army as a fundamental security instrument and regarding the 
role the army will be permitted to play. The brief final statement issued on 
the Lausanne meetings announced, as is well known, an agreement to return the 
army to its barracks and to suspend any role it may have at present while 
waiting to rehabiiitate and rebuild it with the aim of achieving the so-called 
national balance within this establishment which, in the view of the parties 
disputing in the Lebanese arena, was a factional establishment. 


This resolution issued by the Lausanne conference regarding the army aroused at 
the time reactions in some political circles which saw in the resolution a great 
danger to the possibilities of the state's restoration of its existence and of 
imposing its authority. These circles wondered: How can the army's role be 
abolished in this stage and at a time when any security plan to stop the 
fighting, to eliminate the armed manifestations and to gather up weapons, at 
least from the capital, requires a strong security instrument capable of 
implementing such a plan, especially since the agencies of the internal security 
forces to which the Lausanne conference has entrusted the primary security role 
are unqualified and incapable of performing this role by virtue of their small 
size and meager resources? 





The failure of the experiment to separate the forces on the contact lines in 
the capital, the [southern] suburb and the mountain has reaffirmed two constant 
facts: First, security in Lebanon, especially in Beirut, is a political se- 
curity primarily; second, the security decisions of this political security, 
which is the reflection of a national political accord, require for their 
implementation a strong security and military instrument that combines, in 
addition to resources, the government's authority and credibility. 


With Rashid Karami's announcement of the formation of his cabinet, the Lebanese 
regarded it as auspicious, believing that this political relaxation will in- 
evitably be followed by a security relaxation that puts a stop to the fighting 
or, to put it more precisely, puts a stop to the daily cycle of violence as 

a result of which innocent victims fall and which leads to further death, de- 
struction and eviction. What strengthened hopes is that formation of the cabi- 
net was coupled with the cabinet's announcement of implementation of the agree- 
ment to separate the combatants. It is an agreement which calls for the com- 
batants to retreat a few meters from the contact lines so that internal security 
forces and French observers may be deployed between them. But implementation 

of the agreement to separate the combatants did not prevent the fighting from 
intensifying through daily and indiscriminate shelling, at times more violent 
than before. This caused the residential areas in the eastern and western 
parts of the capital to continue to be exposed to rockets and artillery shells 
and, consequently,to the fall of more people killed and wounded. Amidst the 
climate of terror created by this mutual shelling over the heads of the buffer 
forces and French observers and under the canopy of preoccupation with dealing 
with the cabinet crisis and of the attempts to settle it, it was difficult for 
the observers to verify whether the continued shelling and killing was a result 
of the ministerial crisis and a means of pressure for achieving certain min- 
isterial demands or whether there was a third party causing the renewed fighting 
with the aim of foiling the currently approved solution. It was difficult to 
find out the true motives and forces behind the shelling before the storm of the 
cabinet problem could be brought under control and ended with satisfying the 
hostile elements and persuading them to join the government ranks. But in most 
cases, this did not eliminate the question on the path that the cabinet will 
follow to implement the security plan, to put a final stop to the fighting and 
to free both sections of Beirut from all illegal weapons. 


Responsible sources at the Republican Palace have said that the various aspects 
of this security issue were discussed at the meeting between the president and 
the prime minister and that the two are about to reach agreement on the details 
of the security plan and on the means to implement it, particularly on the broad 
lines of the issue of the army and its role in the coming phase, considering 
that abolishing the army's security role and freezing this role indefinitely 
cannot be ultimately accepted. 


Prime Minister Rashid Karami was careful to clarify the position toward this 
issue in the first political speech he delivered in the city of Tripoli on the 
eve of formation of the cabinet when he said verbatim: "Security is our primary 
responsibility and it is the duty of the just and capable state to achieve this 
with its intrinsic forces. I say with utter frankness that we do not demand the 
return of the army to its barracks in order to abolish its role but rather to 
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correct, purify, bolster and strengthen the army so that it may be able to 
perform its real role in protecting the homeland and the citizen." 


In the wake of the increasing clamor and questions concerning the army's role, 
certain government sources have been eager to reveal information pointing out 
that the intended measures concerning the army will not, contrary to what some 
people think, seek to break up the army's present structure and to establish 

a new structure for rebuilding it because this would take a long time that may 
exceed years whereas what is required in this phase is to speed up preparing 
the army for specific security tasks as soon as possible. This will, as a first 
stage, require the adoption of a series of measures, including the appointment 
of an army commander, making transfers among the commanders of the units and 
the sectors and settling the:conditions of the military groups that took stances 
of opposition to the command in the latest war, provided that new organizations 
be established to bolster the army's capabilities and that a defense policy be 
formulated at a later stage within the framework of what the higher defense 
council, on whose formation a decision has been made, decides. Informed sources 
believe that it is possible to crystallize the expected steps pertaining to re- 
habilitating the army after the cabinet appsars before the Chamber of Deputies 
and wins its vote of confidence. Then will begin theimplementation of a security 
plan that calls for applying the cease-fire, opening the roads and the crossing 
points, removing the weapons and entrusting the responsibility of security to 
the state in Beirut. As an initial stage, the plan is supposed to receive a 
[positive] response from all the parties that are included within the cabinet, 
that operate within the legitimate authority and that have become a part of this 
authority. Proceeding from the theory of Beirut's security, both political and 
military, the nature of the situation in the area must complement the nature 

of the internal situation with all its current tendencies. This is why it is 
said that the political security is tied in large part to the outside world and 
that Arab and Gulf efforts must be exerted to stop the flow of financing and 
weapons to all the local organizations and militias so that they may become 
more disciplined, more adaptable and more responsive to the security solution 
plans and to ending the Lebanese war. Here emerges the important role begun 

by the Syrian capital. 
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LEBANON 


PROBLEM OF QUELLING MILITIAS STUDIED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1440, 8 Jun 84 p 19 
[Article by Basim al-Jisr: "Militias' Guns and Karami's Patience"] 


[Text] Who will ultimately triumph: Rashid Karami's patience or the 
militias’ guns? Syria's determination to reconcile the Lebanese or Israel's 
determination to secure its borders before withdrawal from Lebanon? The 
patriotism of the Lebanese leaders or their sectarian and political 
interests? Sovereignty and democracy or permanent partition and occupation? 
Life or death? 


Several factors and elements have gathered so far on the positive and hope- 
ful side, including primarily formation of the cabinet itself. Who could 
have imagined that Camille Sham'un, Rashid Karami, Walid Junblatt, Pierre 
al-Jumayyil and Nabih Birri would sit around a table, let alone be in the 
same cabinet? These elements and factors also include convening the cabinet, 
despite the militias’ "ultimatums" and reminders to the cabinet of their 
armed presence and their political weight. They further include the Syrian- 
Lebanese cooperation at more than one level to bring success to the national 
reconciliation procession. 


As for the negative elements and factors evoking pessimism, they are, 
unfortunately, still predominant and it suffices to note just some of them, 
such as the Israeli occupation, Lahd's army, the exchange of fire all along 
the contact lines, the official announcement of relations between the 
Lebanese Forces and Israel, not to mention closure of the airport, the 
divided army, the armed Palestinian presence in some Lebanese areas and the 
ambiquity of the common constitutional formula on whose basis Lebanese 
reconciliation is to take place. 


A comparison between the positive and negative elements and factors tips, 
initially, the scales in favor of the latter. Goodwill is not enough to 
persuade Israel and the militias to withdraw and retreat. The seeds that the 
9 years of war have planted in the souls and the walls they have created 
between the Lebanese cannot be eliminated with a law or a decree. However, 

a second glance at the positions leads to the discovery of more than one 
phenomenon and cause for optimism. 
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The first phenomenon is that the major powers and the Arab states have 
stopped paying direct attention to the Lebanese arena and, consequently, have 
stopped including the Lebanese arena within the framework of their strategic 
conflicts. As the Lebanese leaders and parties have been able to exploit 
the international and regional conflicts to bolster their forces or to 
strike each other, the lukewarm international and regional interest in 
Lebanon is capable of "cutting off"’ the internationai and regional aid from 
the warring Lebanese forces and of compelling these forces to "discipline" 
themselves and moderate their ideology. Though some foreign circles, 
especially Israel, continue to supply some Lebanese forces with money and 
weapons, this aid is likely, as the signs indicate, to diminish or stop. 
There is no doubt that putting a stop to fanning the Lebanese fire from 
beyond the borders is likely to help this fire die out. 


The second positive phenomenon is the Syrian position vis-a-vis Lebanon's 
future. Syria, despite all that has been said about the causes or method 
of its intervention in Lebanon in the past 9 years and despite all the 
mistakes committed in dealing with the Lebanese conditions because of the 
impact of the Arab-Israeli conflict on these conditions, has a definite 
tactical and strategic interest in ending the Lebanese tribulation and 
restoring sovereignty and stability to Lebanon for numerous well-known 
reasons. Even the Arab countries that have had objections or reservations 
on the Syrian policy toward Lebanon are now convinced that Syria is the 
country that understands best and the one most interested in dealing with 
the Lebanese situation and in putting an end to this indiscriminate and 
suicidal war that has been going on for years. 


The third positive phenomenon is the conviction among the overwhelming 
majority of the Lebanese that the war and the interfighting have not and will 
not solve any Lebanese problem and that reconciliation over the possible 
little is better than continued dispute over the impossible lot. It is true 
that the sectarian militias are still in political control of Beirut and of 
the adjacent areas to the east, south and west, preventing the citizens 

from expressing their true wishes and preventing Lebanon from restoring its 
previous situation and it is true that the long war has destroyed numerous 
facilities, sites and means for the meeting and cooperation of the Lebanese, 
thus forcing the meeting, dialogue, understanding and agreement to follow 
difficult paths. But the awareness of the Lebanese Government and of the 
militia leaders of this sweeping popular will is likely to raise the word of 
reconciliation over the calls for war and is likely to enable the will for 
understanding to overwhelm the party or sectarian rancors. 


Those who have become accustomed to the fighting and who have no interest in 
ending it see something else. Rather, they see the opposite. Their thinking 
perhaps centers now on gaining time while waiting for suitable developments 
in the area or for obstructing the national reconciliation which has to take 
place at the expense of the influential armed minority as long as this 
reconciliation is in the interest of the silent or powerless majority. 
Therefore, the main concern of these people is to protect their guns and to 
prevent the Lebanese regime from "rounding the angles," i.e. to prevent the 
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regime from eliminating gradually the friction of the sharp angles of the 
political, sectarian and ideological conflict. The weapons they possess 
consist of keeping Beirut divided, keeping the south occupied and preventing 
the government from regaining its ability to exercise its authority. 


Beginning with reopening the airport and ending with Israel's withdrawal 
from the south, the salvation or deliverance march seems to be long and hard. 
It is impossible, according to one of the cabinet ministers, to eliminate 

in 9 days the problems and disputes accumulating throughout 9 years. But 
there is a fact that must be said before all, including rulers, officials, 
leaders, politicians and citizens, namely that Lebanon is having its last 
chance. Even though the government is not required to deal with the issue 
of the militias obstructing the reconciliation with force--and how could the 
government do so now that the army's role has been obstructed--capitulating 
to the will of the sectarian militias poses a big danger. 


We do not claim to know the best way to persuade the militias to cast aside 
their weapons or to persuade the warring parties and forces to forget the 
years of war and to reach an understanding on building the new Lebanon, but 
we believe that the step-by-step policy adopted by the regime to loosen the 
[grip of the] tragedy gradually by outflanking the obstacles instead of 
confronting them is a wise policy that may prove successful in the long run, 
if it can rescue the Lebanese entity, or part of it, in the coming months 
before the Middle East experiences new turmoil. 


The problem of deciding the shares between the sects and sectarian leaders 
fairly and accurately is an old problem in Lebanon's history. Moreover, the 
problem of the Lebanese leaders’ exploitation of the regional conflicts and 
of the Lebanese people falling victim to this exploitation is also an old, 
and perhaps permanent, problem. sut the situation reached by Lebanon after 

9 years of war is the new thing in the history of this homeland. In contrast 
to what happened in 1860 and in 1958, Lebanon is breathing its last breath 
economically and nationally. Should the tragedy continue, the Lebanese may 
awaken one day to find themselves facing reconciled leaders and a nonexistent 
homeland that is incapable of supporting and harboring its sons and that is 
void of all the qualifications, capabilities and resources that have 
justified its existence and brought about its prosperity, even crystallized 
its citizens’ loyalty to this homeland. 


Or is it that those who do not wish to see Lebanon continue to exist as the 
lighthouse of freedom, democracy and progress in the east, especially Israel, 
want this Lebanon to be what it is at present--a mere small eastern province 
living off of the crumbs of regional and international tables and not the 
capital of thought, tolerance and freedom in this part of the world? 
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LEBANON 


KARAMI WANTS SHIHABIST OFFICER FOR ANY COMMANDER 
London AlL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 63, 23 Jun 84 p 14 


/Article by Ibrahim al-Burjawi: ‘Army is Key to Solution: Syria Trying to 
Utilize International Relaxation to Cool Off Atmosphere in Lebanon''/ 


/Text/ Beirut--A wanderer in Beirut's streets nowadays may not find many 
other wanderers. The traffic noise and jams for which the bride among the 

Arab capitals is well known are unusually absent. But despite this, a wanderer 
cannot avoid seeing the glocmy blackness in the dresses of widows, orphaned 
girls and sisters with lost brothers who are forced by the necessities of life 
co leave their refuges and homes in which they usually stay in order to avoid 
the missiles and shells that fall in such abundance that it is difficult to 
avoid them. 


The sidewalk cafes are vacant, even of their chairs. Newspaper vendors still 
spread their papers on the sidewalks but can find nobody to whom to sell the 
morning paper. Keeping up with the news no longer brings hope. Besides, it 
is better to be at home listening to the radio or watching television, if 
electric power is available. Being at home is a security precaution because 
the streets have become a hotbed for shells and an arena for chaos utilized 

by highwaymen and corpse looters. To put it briefly, Beirut is not itself and 
it has never been this sad and desperate, not even in the darkest days of the 
10-year war. 


People ask you: You are a journalist, what is the news? Is there hope? 


You answer: Good, God willing. The efforts to cool off the atmosphere will 
undoubredly succeed. 


They shake their heads, saying: Where will the good come from? Enough decep- 
tion. The false rosey dreams no longer convince us. 


Despite this, the Lebanese have no alternative but to continue to hope because 
the flesh is weak even though the heart is willing. The latest seller of dreams 
has been Syrian Vice President 'Abd-al-Halim Khaddam who came to Beirut deter- 
mined to complete the army and security dossiers in their capacity as the main 
access to solving the other issues and resolved to itilize the relaxation 
emerging in the international atmosphere to cool off the atmosphere in Lebanon 
before it is too late. 
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The rapid development of events indicates a relaxation, or at least a truce 
for a breather. Iran, for example, has accepted for the first time a UN 
proposal to cool down the fires of the war and to curb its expansion. De 
Cuellar is optimistic regarding the possibility of the success of his plan to 
hold an international conference on the Middle Fast problem under the auspices 
of the Security Council, especially since Washington has realized the failure 
of its president's plan on this issue and since Washington may be in favor of 
a concession toward the Soviets in this regard as a sign of the goodwill of 
President Reagan, who has been recently underlining his eagerness for an under- 
standing with the Soviets while at the doorstep of presidential elections in 
which he needs a peaceful face different from the one the Americans are 
accustomed to seeing from hin. 


Well-informed politicians in Beirut believe that Khaddam may succeed this time 
in loosening the army complex and the disagreement existing over it between 
the members of the same cabinet, especially since Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
needs a strong army to reinforce a powerless government, even in the city of 
Tripoli where the real power is in the hands of the militais of the Islamic 
Unification Group led by Shaykh Sha'ban. Karami is almost the only man in 
this cabinet, which he heads, who does not have a military force to protect 
his decisions and to impose their implementation. Any minister in his cabinet 
is stronger than him in this regard. Moreover, the only support for his 
authority he has had throughout his political life has been the army. 


Arrivals from Tripoli recount that Muslim officers and soldiers from the north 
who had left their units in the wake of the February events and took refuge 

in the Tripoli barracks visited the prime minister's residence in the capital 
of the north and asked him what to do, considering that their salaries had been 
suspended. The prime minister told them: Go back to your original centers. 


When they asked him: Should we return to the contact lines? The prime 
minister was content to repeat his first answer. 


This does not mean that Prime Minister Karami wants these military men to 

fight on the contact lines but rather means that he wants a truly strong, 

united and active army and not a neutral army stuck to its barracks. It also 
means that he wants these officers and soldiers to stand side by side with 
their Muslim comrades from ‘Attar and al-Kharrub District, most of whom are 
Sunni Muslims who continue to stay in the army ranks even though other comrades, 
most of them Shi'ite and Druze Muslims, have abandoned the army and taken 
refuge in the Sixth Brigade or in Hammana barracks. 


But the army that Karami wants and the army with which he cooperated under the 
administrations of Presidents Fu'ad Shihab and Charles Hilu is not the army 
that his other colleagues in the government want. Karami still believes in the 
Shihabist line for the army and sees that this line is capable of correcting 
this army's course, with the introduction of some organizations necessary to 
restore the balance to its command body. It has been circulated in this regard 
that Karami has suggested the name of Brig Gen Michel Khuri as army commander. 
Brig Gen Michel Khuri is the military attache at the Lebanese Embassy in Amman 
and one of the prominent figures of the Deuxieme Bureau during Shihab's 
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administration. He is the only Shihabist officer in whose file they have not 
been able to find anything to justify referring him to a disciplinary court, 
relieving him or retiring him, as has happened with the other well-known 
officers of the Deuxieme Bureau. 


Prime Minister Karami believes that an officer like Brig Gen Michel Khuri, 
the brother of ex-Army Commander Gen Victor Khuri, can restore the army's unity 
and correct its course. 


But Karami's allies in the government do not share his opinion. However, they 
may go along with him as a result of the mediation and role of the Syrians who 
have successful experiences and relations with the Shihabist officers. It is 
up to Karami to persuade the other line in the government of his viewpoint, 
which he considers a compromise between those who demand the stay of Gen 
Ibrahim Tannus, the present army commander (some Phalange and Lebanese Forces), 
or want Brig Gen Michet ‘Awn, the commander of the Eighth Brigade in Harba 
(the remaining Phalange and Lebanese Forces), those who want Brig Gen Antoine 
Barakat, the military attache in Washington (ex-President Sulayman Franjiyah), 
and those who want Maj Gen Habib Faris, the presidential military adviser 
(President Amin al-Jumayyil), on the one hand, and those who want to abolish 
the position and to replace it by a command council or demand that the army 

be kept neutral and in its barracks and not used in maintaining internal 
security (Nabih Birri and Walid Junblatt). 


[t remains essential to point out that the conditions will continue to be 
bloody and painful and will even intensify to a degree which only God knows if 
the question of the army is not settled as soon as possible. If we have any 
good news to announce to the Lebanese regarding a new hope, then this news lies 
in the statement: If they agree on the army, the country will definitely 
witness a security calm that may be the prelude to solving the entire Lebanese 
crisis. 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


TRANS-MEDITERRANEAN AIRLINES DEBTS--Trans-Mediterranean Airlines has been 

able to reschedule the debts it owes to the banks which had previously given 
the company long-term loans. Munir Abu Haydar, the company president, met 
recently with the banks' representatives in Paris and it was agreed to post- 
pone the payments due this year until next year. The company's request [for 
rescheduling] has been founded on the difficulties and problems which the 
company has taced in the past 4 years. These problems have resulted from 

the Israeli invasion and from the closure of Beirut Airport, which have caused 
a vast drop in the company's liquidity. [Text] [London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 
No 1439, 1 Jun 84 p 51] 8494 


BANKS FEDERATION HEADQUARTERS--Dr Zuhayr ‘Ashshi, the general secretary of 

the Arab Banks Federation, has renewed his efforts to move the federation's 
headquarters from Beirut to another Arab capital. This effort emerged when 

Dr 'Ashshi brought up the issue of the headquarters at the federation's 

latest meeting, held in London. However, the General Assembly, which convened 
in London with the Executive Board, turned down the idea in principle and 
agreed that it is no longer reasonable to raise this issue, especially in 

this phase in which Lebanon has proceeded toward a new political phase which 
requires all to help it. The issue, which had been shelved no more than a year 
ago, was brought up when Anwar al-Khalil, the federation chairman, exerted 
efforts in Abu Dhabi to return the federation headquarters to Beirut finally. 
The federation's meeting in Beirut last year was crowned with the return of 

its headquarters to Beirut finally. Because of the security situation, Lebanon 
has lost so far numerous regional and international organizations, beginning 
with the Economic Committee for West Asia and the headquarters of the Arab 
Banks Federation, which was moved to Abu Dhabi temporarily, and ending with 

the Arab Stock Markets Union which decided recently to move its headquarters 
from Beirut to Amman. [Text] [London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1439, 1 Jun 

84 p 51] 8494 


SOVIET ARMS TO DRUZE--AL-MAJALLAH has learned from informed political sources 
that Walid Junblatt, one of the Lebanese national union cabinet members, has 
held talks in Damascus with a number of officials of the Soviet Embassy on 
bolstering the position of the Druze militias in Sug al-Gharb and other locations 
on the mountain. The sources said that the Soviets have promised to supply 
these militias with tanks and guns of various types and that a number of these 
pieces have been actually received by land. The political sources have tied 
the new arms deals with the visit which President Amin al-Jumayyil paid to Sug 
al-Gharb last week and have expressed fears of a new security deterioration 
between the army and the militias in that area. !Text] [London AL-MAJALLAH in 
Arabic No 228, 23-29 Jun 84 p 3] 8494 
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SYRIA 


DE CUELLAR'S DAMASCUS VISIT MAY LEAD TO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 381, 9 Jun 84 p 33 


[Article by Marwan al-Mahayini: 'De Cuellar in Damascus: Return to Geneva; 
U N Secretary General's Visit to Syria Has Pestored U N Role to Middle East 
Arena and May Lead to International Conference To Solve Mideast Problem'’] 


[Text] Damascus--Official Syrian circles have expressed their satisfaction 
with the visit to be paid to Syria by the U N secretary general within the 
framework of his tour in the araa. Prior to De Cuellar's arrival in 
Damascus, scheduled for Thursday, the 7th of this month, the atmosphere in 
Damascus has been prepared for the secretary general's mission, considering 
that the secretary clarified this mission at an earlier time through his 
messages to the area's states which have familiarized these states with the 
aspects and objectives of this mission. It is the U N secretary general's 
opinion that the Middle East situation is serious and must not be allowed 
to continue and that concerted efforts must be exerted to achieve a just and 
lasting settlement to the area's problem--a settlement dealing with all 
aspects of the problem, including the Palestinian issue. In his messages, 
De Cuellar has also expressed the determination of the United Nations to 
perform its role, especially through the Security Council. It is worth 
noting that President al-Asad has called repeatedly for holding an inter- 
national conference for peace in the Middle East and that this call has 
received the approval of many of the parties concerned. 


Official Syrian circles see in the U N secretary general's tour a needed 
boost for the U N role in the efforts to find a peaceful solution to the 
Middle East conflict. Moreover, this tour and the initiative carried by the 
U N secretary general to the area's states are capable of ending the period 
of paralysis that has afflicted the U N role as a result of the U.S. role 
which has imposed custodianship on the area. 


It is the opinion of the observers in the Syrian capital that the timing of 
the U N secretary general's initiative is successful because the initiative 
comes at a suitable time for achieving a real step toward the desired just 
settlement for the area's crisis. These observers believe that lifting the 
hand of the United States from the area is an important and fundamental step 
in the efforts for a just settlement and for dealing with the crisis on the 
basis of the principles, charter and resolutions of the United Nations. 
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The timing of the initiative is also successful, in the opinion of the 
observers here, because it comes in the wake of toppling the 17 may accord 
and of the U.S. political and military withdrawal from Lebanon. 


Meanwhile, the Syrian efforts continue in their endeavor to help the Lebanese 
unity government, headed by Rashid Karami, to begin carrying out its tasks 
on the basis of the principles agreed upon by Presidents al-Asad and al- 
Jumayyil, including the entrenchment of security, proceeding toward building 
the state and its institutions and liberating the entire Lebanese soil from 
the Israeli invasion. Even though Damascus has not wished to confirm or 
deny the Lebanese press reports speaking of a meeting between Presidents 
al-Asad and al-Jumayyil the Tuesday before last, it is certain that the 
Syrian-Lebanese contacts continue at more than one level. Within this 
framework, more than one meeting has been held between Syrian Vice President 
"Abd-al-Halim Khaddam and a number of leaders of the parties concerned. 

The latest such meeting took place last Monday evening and combined Khaddanm, 
Walid Junblatt and Nabih Birri and dealt with the Lebanese situation and 
with the need to speed up implementation of what was agreed upon at the 
Damascus meeting between Presidents al-Asad and al-Jumayyil. The meeting 
also discussed the means for the successful implementation of the security 
process. 
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SYRIA 


PRESIDENT'S PRIVATE ADDRESS TO CABINET REPORTED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 63, 23 Jun 84 pp 11-12 


/Article: "Examination of Unpublished and Unbroadcast Address; Hafiz al-Asad: 
We Have Not Exerted Any Effort to End Iraq-Iran War"/ 


/Text/ Exclusive AL-TADAMUN Dispatch--On 20 March 1984, Syrian President Hafiz 
al-Asad received Prime Minister Dr 'Abd-al-Ra'uf al-Kasm and the members of the 
new cabinet formed by Dr al-Kasm as charged by President al-Asad. Formation of 
the new cabinet was one of a number of measures witnessed by Syria at that 

time within the framework of rearrnaging internal conditions, especially in 
light of the illness which afflicted the Syrian president and which resulted 

in an intensifying race to succeed him. One of the most important of those 
measures was President Hafiz al-Asad's appointment of three vice presidents, 
namely: ‘'Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, Rif'at al-Asad and Zhuayr Masharigqah. 


Upon receiving the new cabinet and after the cabinet took the constitutional 
oath, President a-Asad delivered an address to the ministers, both old and new. 
The address has not been published or broadcast and its contents have been 
considered an instruction from the president of the republic to the officials 
in charge of implementing state policy. Moreover, the address contained state- 
ments and information that was new to many Syrian and Arab officials. 


AL-TADAMUN has obtained a full copy of the address but has not wished to publish 
it completely and has been content with reviewing some of its passages dealing 
with Arab conditions and issues. It is important that the Arab citizen be 
familiar with the Syrian president's position toward these conditions and 
issues, especially when he discusses them within the limited circle of the 
state's executive authority. 


After discussing all the conditions undergone by the area and pertaining to 

the Syrian role in Lebanon particularly, the Syrian president referred to the 
message delivered to him by a special U.S. envoy who, acting on the instructions 
of U.S. President Reagan, refused to divulge /the contents of/ the message to 
anybody other than President al-Asad himseif. In this regard, President 

al-Asad told his ministers: 


"My answer was: Why did you insist on delivering the message to me? The 
message would have, of course, reached me had it followed any other channel. 
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But the Americans believed that delivering the message through channels would 
minimize its impact. This is why they wanted to deliver it directly so that 
it may not lose its tone. I told them: In any case, I am pleased that you 
conveyed the message to us directly so that it may not be lost. Therefore, 
you must convey /my response/ to Reagan, not anybody else. Faruq al-Shar' 
was present. I had a lengthy talk /with the U.S. envoy/." 


In a lengthy discussion on the Iraq-Iran war and the Syrian position toward 
it, President Hafiz al-Asad said a lot about the mediation attempts made by 
Arab countries with Syria so that it may exert efforts on its part to end this 
war. Moreover, the president reviewed the Syrian position supporting Iran, 
saying that he supports the Iranian regime in that "Iran says that it only 
wants to topple the /Iraqi/ regime, and we have said amen." 


After reviewing the disagreement with Jordan over the position vis-a-vis the 
Iraq-Iran war and the endeavor of King Hassan II of Morocco to get him to meet 
with King Husayn and President Saddam Husayn at the Fes summit, President 
al-Asad goes on to say frankly: 


"We have not, of course, exerted any efforts to end the war. Some of our Arab 
brothers have come to mediate with us so that we may exert efforts to end the 
war. We have told them that logic dictates that a mediator talk to both 
parties to the conflict. But they only wanted us to talk to Iran and to push 
back the Iranians alone." 


The Syrian president proceeds to discuss the disagreement between Iraq and 
Syria, noting the circumstances under which the disagreement intensified. 
When dealing with the Arab position vis-a-vis the Iraqi-Syrian conflict, the 
president says: 


"We are the seekers of real unity. The Arabs do not, of course, want any unity 
with Iraq. When we mention unity to them, they get an electric shock." 


He also says: "In any case, we have not felt eagerness on the part of anybody 
to solve the problems between Syria and Iraq. This is what they want. It is 
as if they want Syria to shoulder numerous burdens so that it may not stand on 
its feet." 


The Syrian president then returns to justifying the position of support for 
Iran in the war gainst Iraq, saying: 


"Were it not for the war, Saddam's army would have turned on us directly 
because there is rivalry between us and him. But if Saddam falls and the war 
continues, then we will have our doubts. In such a case, we will be with our 
nation and our principles." 


The Syrian president moves on to discuss internal conditions, beginning with 
economic conditions and noting the mistake committed in the Syrian economy 

when it was tied to the western economy and when it did not rely on the socialist 
countries. In this regard, the Syrian president said: 
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"I believe that our economic problems would have been much lighter if our rela- 
tions with the socialist countries organization were stronger, Our economy's 
connection with the west has caused us numerous problems and complications. 

If we failed in the past, then we should not fail in the future. This does 

not mean that we must sever our economic and cultural ties with the others. 
However, our experiences with the western countries are not encouraging. Even 
Romania has tried to build its policy on western loans, Romania is experiencing 
nowadays a severe economic crisis and they are trying to strange it at the 
banking level. On the other hand, let us take Bulgaria as an example. Bulgaria 
has built its entire economy on cooperation with the socialist countries and 
has achieved a good level. Syria's potentials are much better than Bulgaria's 
potentials. Bulgaria does not have mineral resources whereas we have oil, gas, 
pLosphate, iron and chrome. We have a number of mineals. Therefore, the 
stronger we make our relations with the socialist countries, the weaker we 

make the shackles with which the west tries to bind us. Had the electricity 
plant been built in cooperation with the Soviet Union, we would not be experi- 
encing the crisis we are experiencing at present. Economic dealings with all 
countries of the world will proceed according to our interest. However, our 
ability to stand fast and our economic situation will be better if we develop 
our economic relationship with the socialist countries. I believe that if oil 
dries up, the Arabas, meaning the Gulf Arabs, will turn poorer than they were." 


From the economic situation, the Syrian president moves to the circumstances 

of his sickness which "caused concern in the party and concern in the army," 
adding that his illness caused rumors to be circulated and "there was concern 
and fear which reached the degree of panic.... This is the reason for some of 
what has happened. None of the changes that have been made have any connection 
with this. It is my thinking that we should seek new formulas." 


Concluding his statements on the internal conditions--conditions with which 
the Syrian president also concludes his address to the ministers-~the Syrian 
president deals with the "rumors" concerning internal conditions and expresses 
the belief that they are rumors created by "Syrians who deal with foreign 
embassies.'' He then accuses unidentified Arab embassies in Damascus and 
threatens to cut off hands and legs, saying in this regard: 


"Of course, there are foreign hands that have tried to stick in their fingers, 
and Arab embassies have participated in this. Lackey ambassadors have contrib- 
uted to spreading the rumors in the country. We may have an account to settle 
with them because the hands and legs of whomever interferes in our internal 
affairs must be cut off." 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


MINISTER ON ECONOMY--His Excellency Hamdan Ibn Rashid, the minister of 
finance and industry, stressed the soundness of the economic situation 
in the country, describing it as excellent. He said that the general 
state budget for the current year 1984 would be submitted to the 
federation's Supreme Council during its next meeting, preparatory to 
its promulgation. This was reported in press statements that the 
minister gave following yesterday's cabinet meeting. He added that 
the economic situation has not been greatly affected by the drop in 
oil profits, especially the imperative economic projects. However, 
some projects, which represent a very small percentage, have been 
affected on the contractor level, although this will be dealt with 
during the next few months. He said that during the next stage, the 
concentration must be on implementing the required economic projects. 
He indicated that, during the previous period, the state had been 
content to carry out the growth projects that were compatible with 
the expansion that the country has been experiencing, although more 
of that would exceed the real needs. He stressed that the local and 
federation governments have not stopped implementing the necessary 
projects. At the conclusion of his statements, he emphasized that 
despite the 17 percent drop in the dollar's purchasing power, due to 
the decline in oil prices, that would not affect carrying out all the 
necessary projects that the UAE deemed advisable... /Text/ /Abu 

Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 29 May 84 p1/ 7005. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


UNDERCURRENTS OF AFGHAN WAR EXAMINED 
Paris ETUDES in French Jun 84 pp 725-/37 
[Article by Olivier Roy, 30 April 1984: "The Afghanistan War in Perspective"] 


Text! The war in Afghanistan is generally perceived from two standpoints: 

as an element in the East-West conflict, on the one hand, and as a local war 
on the other. Consequently, the wait-and-see attitude of European governments 
is seen as doubly justified: On the international level, the Afghan question 
depends on East-West tension or detente played out against a different back- 
ground (SALT, Helsinki, and so on). On the local level, the conflict, outside 
of our sphere of action, is almost a part of folklore or legend. Finally, no 
one believes the Soviets likely to leave the courtry unless a stable communist 
regime remains in command of the situation. 


And yet, the Afghan resistance seems to us to have its own reality and a 
regional significance transcending the purely local level. 


Regional Significance 


The birth of Afghanistan as a buffer state dates from the 19th century and 

more specifically, from 1880, when the British found it more advantageous to 
set up a strong, autonomous Afghanistan confronting Russia rather than to 
control such a stubborn country directly. The border was drawn based on purely 
strategic criteria, without taking ethnic groups into account. The central 
government was strengthened by arms shipments and regular subsidies from the 
English Government until 1919. Accession to true independence that year, 
following the third Afghan-British war, and the presence of Bolshevik troops 

on the northern border of Afghanistan did not change the nation's buffer 
function. 


In contrast, the accession of India and Pakistan to independence in 1947 

upset the scenario. There was no more empire east of the Durand line. / 
Afghanistan lost its strategic raison d'etre and no one noticed it. The 
government in Kabul continued to walk a tightrope between the East and the 
West although there was no more symmetry. Kabul embarked upon a futile con- 
frontation with Pakistan over the question of Pashtunistan, made up of all 
territories peoples by the Pashtun ethnic group from which the Afghan estab- 
lishment springs. These territories straddle Pakistan and Afghanistan, whence 
the appearance of a Moscow-Kabul-New Delhi axis confronting a Pakistan 
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increasingly on the defensive and facing the rise of India as a regional 
power. Afghanistan in itself had no strategic interest for the United States, 
which was scarcely alarmed over the Soviet penetration of the army and the 
Afghan Government. The United States relied on Pakistan without realizing 
that the fate of the latter would be played out along with that of its neigh- 
bor. The Soviet invasion was initially a weight falling into a vacuum. 


However, the Soviets were soon at the gates of Pakistan, which appeared to be 
very weak, not a dictator imposed on a people, but precisely the absence of a 
nation and of a government. Pakistan could not overcome its original identity 
crisis: How is one to create a Pakistani nationalism based on a universalist 
claim, that of being the state of all Muslims on the Indian subcontinent? 

This is especially true because within its borders, the Pakistani state is 
more a compromise structure between the leadership classes than a real insti- 
tution with a purpose. 


The Afghan resistance was the first line of defense of a Pakistan that had 
mot yet found itself. Any strong Afghan state emphasizing its Pashtun nature 
posed a double threat to Pakistan, first of all because it constituted an 
appeal for the breakup of Pakistan because of the Pashtun claim and second, 
because it denied that which made the legitimacy of Pakistan, to wit, beiny 
the nation of Muslims on the Indian subcontinent. By deriving its legitimacy 
from Islam, the Afghan resistance rejoined that which had formed the basis 
for the founding of Pakistan and gave up the claim to Pashtunistan, unlike 
the Afghan communists, especially the Khalq, 7 who, unable to convince by 
virtue of their revolutionary phraseology, could only play on a nationalism 
that was all the more Pashtun because there were no other Afghan ethnic 
groups in a position to identify with a state and because they were them- 
selves 90 percent Pashtun. 


For those who might think that Fukistan's support for the Afghan resistance 
is ideological and that Pakistan's best chance is to negotiate a real non- 
intervention agreement with the communist regime in Kabul, a much closer look 
should be taken at Pakistan's relations with what the Afghan resistance now 
is. Those relations go back far before the communist coup d'etat. As early 
as 1974, the Bhutto regime (whose party constitutes the current left in 
Pakistan) welcomed, armed and trained Islamic opponents to the regime of 
Presidéht Daoud. The two main parties of the Islamic resistance (the Hezb-e 
Eslami and the Jam'iat-e Eslami) have been rooted in Pakistan since 1975 and 
many current commanding officers of the Islamic Afghan resistance received 
their military training from the Pakistani. In 1975, Bhutto pushed Islamic 
radicals -- against the advice of moderates such as Rabbani (president ot! 
the Jamiat) -- to launch an abortive insurrection (especially in Panjshir, 
currently the bastion of the resistance). Whatever regime is in power in 
Islamabad, it is the very existence of Pakistan that is at stake whenever a 
Kabul-New Delhi axis shapes up, especially when Moscow manipulates Kabul. 


To expect a stable pro-Soviet regime in Kabul to be an element of detente 
with Pakistan, insofar as the latter could negotiate recognition of the Durand 
line in exchange for giving up the resistance, is utopian. First of all, 
there will never be a stable communist regime in Afghanistan. Even if the 
resistance is crushed, the Communist Party will not be unified for long. 
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Furthermore, the matter of Pashtunistan would inevitably be brought up again 
because it would be a way for the Afghan regime to escape from inevitable 
domestic problems. Finally, it would be naive to think that the USSR would 
stop when things are going so well, especially since its Indian ally is in 
the midst of expansion. 


One final point: Behind the Shi'ite revolutionary claims, Iran pursues a 
policy of great regional power. In Lebanon and Afghanistan, it supports only 
pro-Khomeyni minorities within the Shiite minorities, which actually function 
as the trump cards of a policy of expansion and regional pressure. But unlike 
Pakistan, the antagonism between Iran and the USSR is direct. In addition to 
the common border, Iran has its eye on the Muslim Soviet republics. A big 
transmitter has been broadcasting in Turkmen for two years in the direction 
of the USSR. Relations between Iran and Afghanistan are opposite those 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan. It is Iran that looks to the Persian- 
speaking areas in western Afghanistan and not the opposite. [Iran can only 
have poor relations with a communist and Pashtun Afghan regime. One might 
think that tension between Iran and the USSR will only grow, even if this 
does not imply increased aid to the resistance. 


Islamic Dimension 


While it is true that the popular uprising has often taken the form of a local 
reaction confronting the imposition of absurd reforms and coercive measures 
decided by the communist regime in 1978-1979, the political forms taken by the 
Afghan resistance are are anchored in the recent past. The Afghan resistance 
largely fits (with the exception of Pashtun tribal zones in the south) into 
the Islamic renaissance movement running through the contemporary Muslim world. 
This history remains for the most part ignored. 


In Afghanistan, the Islamic movement began at the close of the 1950's in the 
circles of the State School of Theology, with professors Niazi, Rabbani and 
Tawana. Up to that time, the Afghan clergy had trained in madrasa, a svstem 
of private religious schools and the most gifted ulema finished their training 
in India up until 1947, then in Pakistan. Their religious and political 
references were and still are those of the Indian subcontinent: the deter:usina- 
tion to apply Muslim law, but without seeking to set up a specific political 
system (fundamentalism in the strictest sense of the word). In 1950, the 
government in Kabul decided to set up a system of government religious schools 
parallel to the system of lycees and leading to the School of Theology. 

Unlike the nongovernmental madrasa, which still train most of the clergy and 
which remain very traditionalist, the School of Theology draws upon students 
with a modern background. The professors, trained at Al-Azhar in Cairo, 

have undergone the influence of the Egyptian Muslim Brothers, whose moderate 
tendency they would follow. Rabbani, currently president of the resistance 
party Jamiat-i Islami, is the translater of Sayyed Qotb, who was the ideolo- 
gist of the Egyptian movement before being hung by Nasser in 1966. Political 
references come here from the Middle East. It is no longer simply a matter 

of returning to the shariat, but of setting up an Islamic state. That is why 
we shall distinguish the fundamentalists, rather traditionalists, from these 
new and more revolutionary militants whom we call Islamists. The Islamic 
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movement did not take any political form until about 1968, wh » its student 


branch (Muslim Youth Organization) was set up. [t was more r. ica! 
ticized than the professors’ group. Far from constituting an obscurantist 
movement, the Islamists generally oppose the traditionalist cler;: in. try 


face the challenge of the modern world. They are for literacy training and 
industrialization. Their prime enemy remains communism, which recruits from 
among the same student circles as the Islamists. 


Following the coup d'etat of Prince Daoud in 1973, the Islamists therefore 
attempted an uprising that was crushed and hundreds of leaders d.:sappeared 
in prison. One has to wonder about this fatal nature of the Sunnite Islamic 
movements, which are regularly slaughtered (Egypt under Nasser, Syria under 
Hafez, Afghanistan under Daoud). Whatever the case, one now finds in the 
resistance in northern Afghanistan (and in the Hezb-e Eslami and Jam'iat-e 
Eslami parties) the surviving leaders of that abortive insurrection. 


The current splits in the Afghan resistance are not only due to the tribal and 
ethnic segmentation of Afghanistan and rivalries of leaders. There is defin- 
itely a political dimension in which one finds the current stakes of the Muslim 
world. The Islamic movement experienced a split after the abortive 1975 up- 
rising. The most radical among them, led by an engineer, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
formed the Hezb-e Eslami, which gave priority to the Islamic revolution over 
the struggle against the invader and "excommunicated" (takfir) all Muslims 

not sharing the same poiitical references. They were among those who assas- 
sinated Sadat. The moderate Islamists around the Jam'iat-e Eslami, preach a 
very broad anticommunist front, but remain supporters of an Islamic state 
(shariat and elections). However, alongside these currents already existing | 
at the time of the communist coup d'etat, a more traditionalist, even secular, 

movement rallying the circles of the royalist establishment, the major tribes 

and the traditional clergy, provided itself in Peshawar with a political 

representation in the form of three parties in the so-called "moderate" alli- 

ance. Finally, one also notes the impact of Khomeynism in part of the Shiite 

minority (Revolutionary Guard and Nasr Party including nearly a quarter of 

the center Hazaras) and Wahhabism among the main beneficiaries of Saudi aid 

(Sayyaf). Consequently, foreign aid to the Afghan resistance, which goes 

through the Arab and Pakistani world, is granted based on criteria having to 

do more with struggles of influence within the Muslim world than an objective 

evaluation of forces in the field. 


fons 
” 


= 


Evolution of Resistance 


The situation of the resistance is characterized by a military and political 
consolidation of the Islamic resistance in the north behind the main leaders 

cf the Jam'iat-e Eslami (Masoud, Zabiullah, Ismail Khan). The possibility of 
an internal military council is not to be discarded, but one must not view this 
phase as a break with parties in exile, at least with respect to the Jamiat-i 
Islami, for they provide the logistics, organizational framework and a minimum 
diplomatic representation. 


Uprisings against the communist regime before the Soviet invasion were ol! 
the people, spontaneous and local. But it is interesting to observe how this 
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resistance subsequently branched into a structure of political parties. This 
came about through fairly formal networks. First of all, there is the network 
of Islamic militants (Hezb-e Eslami and Jam'jat-e Fslami), mainly found in the 
northwest and around the major cities in the north and the capital. These 
underground members created guerrilla cells before the people's uprising, as 
in the case of Panjshir. In Herat, the country's second-ranking city, they 
were responsible for the big uprising of March 19/9. Islamic parties therefore 
immediately established themselves in these areas, headed by young intellectual 
leaders who took the place of the traditional notables. Another network is 
made up of the treditioral clergy, which formed the party known as Harakat-e 
Engelab, more a federetion than an organized party. A third network is made 

up of the Sufi brotherhoods (tarigat). The brotherhoods in the south, opposing 
an excessively formal Islam, belong to secular parties (the front of Gaylani 
and that of Modjaddidi). Those in the north, which closely resemble what 
Bennigsen describes for the USSR, 23 belong to the Jamiat in the west and 

either to the Jamiat or the Harakat in the east. Whatever the case, they are 
very active in the north. The last network is that of the big tribal families, 
linked by intermarriages. This network generally belongs to the two lay 
fronts. 


Resistance has experienced a rather remarkable political evolution. The e b- 
lishment has nearly disappeared from the interior of the country. Tribalism 

is in a crisis and one can gradually see officials in southern tribes being 
replaced by fundamentalist ulemas. Traditional society is being politicized 

in war. In the north, most troops of the Harakat have gone over to the Jamiat, 
along with part of the members of the Hezb-e Eslami, discredited by an exces- 
sively sectarian, even aggressive, policy compered with the rest of the resis- 
tance. The traditional forms of war (part-time war, mass uprisings) are slowly 
replaced by more professional mvudels developed in the Panjshir Valley by 

Major Mas'ud. But this poiiticization has not been in depth in society. 
Trading, the economy and the circulation of individuals could not be more 
liberal. The resistance is against intervening in the life of society. Like- 
wise, justice is in the hands of the traditional gaz1, who constitute an auto- 
nomous corps vis-a-vis the resistance, even if they belong to parties. There 
is a kind of law that is outside the grasp of the politicians. 


Soviet Strategy 


The USSR has trouble achieving adequate representation of Afghan society and 
the war being waged. At times, it is manifestly the model of the Sovietization 
of Turkestan in the 1920's that is advanced; at t/mes a much less political 
and more military model. Whence the hesitation between two attitudes. The 
first, under Andropov, consisted of applying a policy of pacification in the 
field that relied on traditional structures: rallying of officials, division 
of the resistance by using tribal, ethnic or family rivalries. At the same 
time, the iong-term Sovietization of the urban elite is brought into play, 
aiming at maximum separation of the new generations, not only from traditional 
society, but also from Afghan communists who might transmit to them their 
"virus" of politics and the lack of unity. As in the 1930's in Soviet Central 
Asia, one bets on the technocrats against the Bolsheviks. The execution of 
such a policy is based, not on the army, now purely technical in the Soviet 
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system, but also on a political police (here, the Khad trained by the KGB). 
It is an inexpensive but long and uncertain policy. In order to succeed, it 
presumes that the military resistance will be contained in order better to 
allow the "politicians" to operate. However, the Afghan resistance is ex- 
periencing a political and military dynamism underestimated in the West, 
which makes it difficult to apply a policy of pacification. Inversely, both 
the native communists and the Soviet Army have lost the dynamism of the Red 
Army of the 1920's. 


Andropov's death saw the return to a more conventional, more devastating and 
more costly military strategy. It is a return to the image that prevailed at 
the time of the 1979 invasion. The perspective here is purely strategic and 
one might think that the Soviet generals are interested only init. Initially, 
during the occupation of the strategic axes (road to Jndia) and the great 
bases (Shindand, a veritable aircratt carrier in the middle of the desert), 
the generals had reason to be satisfied. They advanced their pawns strategi- 
cally vis-a-vis all of southern Asia and these gains are not endangered by a 
resistance poorly armed and held at a distance. They could allow themselves 
20 years to pacify the rural areas. The problem is that it is not certain 
that time works in favor of the Soviets. The latter thought they had scored 
by carrying out a truce with Major Mas'ud of the Panjshir in December 1982. 
The latter took advantage of the truce to extend his military network in the 
northeastern quarter. In March-April 1984, a whole series of coordinated 
attacks on the road from Kabul to the USSR created the most overwhelming 
shortage of gasoline that the expeditionary corps has experienced in 5 years. 
Suddenly, the generals had to believe that the Andropov strategy was too 
risky. Or it is perhaps quite simply a return to inertia embodied by 
Chernenko, who is once again pushing the occupier to conceive the war in 
purely military terms. Whatever the case, in this spring of 1984, the Soviets 
are once again proceeding to make plans for large-scale military operations. 


But the Achilles' heel of the Soviets paradoxically remains their army. It is 
poorly adapted to a counterguerrilla war: centralization, lack of initiative 
on the part of the officers, lack of flexibility in the utilization of units, 
the soldiers’ lack of training, problems with logistics and difficulties of 
adopting tactics not included in the manuels. This army has been incapable of 
supporting the political penetration of the resistance by the KGB. There are 
no commandos capable of rapidly exploiting intelligence and the rallied groups 
are abandoned to their fate in the case of any heavy blow. Nothing proves 
that the army will be more effective in a large-scale conventional war waged 
against guerrillas. The losses will increase and the already low morale of 
the troops will drop further. Drugs and the black market are common among the 


t .d even the officers. There is no Afghan Army sufficiently strong to 
S cannon fodder. At any rate, the policy of "Afghanizing'" the war is 
pa y a failure. 


And yet, the Soviets are not bogged down and one can be sure that the Soviets 
will be careful not to exceed a threshold of interventien that would immobilize 
too many troops, happy to leave the essential rural areas’ to the guerrillas. 
But in any case, the situation of the Soviets is very uncomfortable. What one 
must henceforth observe is the backlash of this "dirty war" on the morale of 
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the troops, the attitude of Soviet Muslims and on relations between the dif- 
ferent institutions of the Soviet system. Evcu if the invasion gave the US-R 
a new strategic space near India and the Gulf at little cost, the long-term 
consequences could be very negative for the balance of the Soviet system. And 
since the Soviets depend on long-range effects, it will be a long time before 
we have any pertinent results. 


We have barely touched upon the American attitude and it is decisive if one 
accepts the hypothesis that Afghanistan is first of all an East-West problem. 
Aside from Reagan's tirades, American policy is cautious and moderate. The 
Americans do supply weapons to the resistance, but they do not exceed a quan- 
titative and qualitative threshold that would place the Soviets in danger 
(SAM 7's, artillery, and so on). They train no commandos and avoid political 
intervention in quarrels of the resistance in order to make it more credible 
and effective. It is said that the Americans want to bleed the Russians to 
the last Afghan, but their level of intervention is below thut needed to 
achieve such an objective. 


This policy can be explained in several ways. First of all, Afghanistan is 

not strategic to the United States. The Americans did not take over the heri- 
tage of the British after 1947. Their indifference to Soviet penetration in 
the 1950's shows this. For them, their line of defense is Pakistan, but even 
there, out of negligence, impotence or the desire not to alienate India, 

they are careful not to become too involved. The second reason is their under- 
estimation of the Afghan resistance. The Americans thought it was doomed from 
the very beginning and their policy consisted of making the Soviets pay for 

the invasion as dearly as possible in order to dissuade them from recommencing 
the adventure elsewhere. There are two means to do so: first of all, arming 
the Afghan resistance so that it will last, but without taking it over the 
threahold giving it the upper hand over Pakistan; and second, ensuring that 
world opinion does not forget Afghanistan, which implies the deployment of 
activity that is more symbolic than political (using the media, tales of 

Soviet crimes and delegations of Afghans either too Westernized or too "color- 
ful"). In so doing, the Americans have always neglected the strictly political 
level of the resistance, which has meaning only in connection with a long 
duration in which they do not believe (organization into parties, ideological 
factors, the emergence of politically competent leaders). However, as we know, 
guerrilla warfare is above all political and the Afghan resistance does not 
escape this necessary politicization, which runs counter to the inertia and 
segmentation of traditional society. 


Not that the Americans have the power to organize the resistance. The Islamic 
parties are not especially pro-Western; they are even more neutralist. But 

by considering it particularly shrewd to delegate support for the Afghan resis- 
tance to the Muslim nations (Egypt, Saudi Arabia), the Americans have neglected 
the harmful effects of this attitude: making the military and political organ- 
ization efforts of the most dynamic sectors of the resistance dependent upon 
personal or doctrinary patronage systems that still for the most part consti- 
tute politics of nations in the region. The absence of a political and diplo- 
matic dimension is one of the biggest problems of a resistance that succeeds in 
the field much better than one would have thought. It is therefore not in the 
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East-West angle that the war in Afghanistan finds its basic importance. It is 
but one more element in the dispute and would only become a prime strategic 
factor if the Soviets should take the next step (destabilization of Pakistan 
or a direct military threat to the Persian Gulf). 


In contrast, the regional importance of Afghanistan is becoming increasingly 
clear, whence Europe's new interest in the resistance. First of all, the 
Afghan resistance fits into the movement of the political renaissance of Islam 
running throughout the Muslim world. It is becoming important to find, if not 
allies, then at least interlocutors in this movement. That was undoubtedly 
the meaning of the Quai d'Orsay's reception of Rabbani on 16 April 1984. 
Likewise, the future evolution of Iran is largely conditions by its relations 
with the USSR, in which the Afghan factor is fundamental. One can now measure 
the error that consists of viewing opposition to Khomeyni in terms of a 
struggle against fanaticism, which has two disadvantages: resuming what ap- 
pears to be a crusader's speech even to Muslim opinion that is not necessarily 
pro-Khomeyni; and denying the Iranian nationalism that one does not recognize 
in its religious changes. The realism that France had to learn in Lebanon 
(discovering, for example, that Shi'ite Nabi Berri is not necessarily an Iranian 
fanatic) henceforth forces one to study the political movements that agitate 
the Muslim world in a less passionate manner and in longer-range terms. 


It is futile to emphasize the importance of the Afghan factor to the stability 
of Pakistan. Here also, it is preferable that the Afghan resistance have a 
stable political representation with whom one can negotiate and retain a 
minimum of authority over the millions of Afghan refugees in Pakistan. The 
Pakistani policy, which has previously consisted of maintaining the splits in 
the Afghan resistance out of fear of a "Palestinionization,'"’ has evolved. It 
is a matter of bringing out a credible representation that one could pit 
against the Soviets in negotiations. In order for this representation to be 
credible, it must enjoy international support and here also, Europe has a role 
to play. 


We are thus brought to the matter of negotiations. Everyone agrees that the 
current Cordovez talks, which bring Pakistan and the Kabul government together 
under in -Geneva under the aegis of the United Nations, will lead to nothing 
because they do not involve the real protagonists (the Soviets and the Afghans). 
But can one negotiate? One has to know what is negotiable. For the Afghans, 
everything except the continuation of a communist regime. For the Soviets, 
many things except the disappearance of a communist regime -- at least com- 
munist outwardly. The problem is therefore that of the purposes of the Soviets 
in the war. If one can draw up a list (insuring its southern border, acquir- 
ing strategic assets such as the Shindand base, and so on) and then outline a 
compromise proposal that would guarantee the USSR its essential gains against 
controlled independence of the country (the position of former King Zaher), 

it has no meaning unless one makes the USSR a player of cold, thought-out 
failures. But nothing could be less certain. While Marxism has long since 
ceased to be an instrument for the theoretical analysis of specific situations, 
the USSR still lives in an ideological dreamland, in which history has a meaning 
and in which certain facts are irreversible, such as the road to socialism. 

In a period of tension and aging, this trumped up dynamism of history is 
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identitied with the inertia of a regime that has outlived itself. One cannot 
imagine what the USSK will do to get out of it. It is likely that the leader 
still consider the costs of the war as inferior to the gains. 


This analysis might lead one to pessimism. And yet, I believe that such 
pessimism amounts to crediting the Soviet expansion with a dangerous inevita- 
bility, as if it were an unavertible natural phenomenon. Paradoxically 
enough, many of us have made the same shift as the Soviet regime: The expan- 
sion of the USSR is no longer seen in terms of golden futures, but rather, 
blind inevitability. And yet, this war has given us enough new elements, if 
only the constancy of the resistance, but also the weaknesses of the Soviet 
Army and the disappearance of the political vigor the USSR seemed to offer the 
Third World, for one to say that it is far from over. It is no longer a local 
war for the USSR. It is also a new mishap in its secular confrontation with 
the Muslim world, the Muslim world which has at least a dynamism, that of the 
cradle, right within the empire. 


FOOTNOTES 
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l. See Jean-Pierre Clerc: "Afghanistan in the Covetous Eye of Empires,' 
ETUDES, February 1982, p 1/77. 


2. See Louis-P. Peronne: "Afghanistan: ‘Democratic’ Revolution and Islamic 
Rebellion,'’ ETUDES, August-September 1979, pp 149-163. 


3. See A. Bennigsen and C. Lemercier-Quelquejay: ''Les Musulmans Oublies," 
Maspero, 1981, pp 231 and the following. 
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RAJAVI: WAR, REPRESSION SIGNS OF REGIME'S WEAKNESS 
Paris L'UNITE in French 1 Jun 84 pp 17-19 


[Interview with Mas'ud Rajavi, leader of the People's Mojahedin, by Carlos 
Ferrari-Lopez of L'UNITE, in Auvers-sur-Oise, France: "Only Khomeyni Wants 
War"; date of interview not given] 


[Text] Mas'ud Rajavi, leader of the People's 
Mojahedin, has been living in exile in France for 
the past 3 years, like most of the Iranian 
opposition. From his residence ir Auvers-sur- 
Oise, he called upon Imam Khomeyni to hold free 
elections at last, he explained his relations 
with Iraq and the Soviet Union and talked about 
the Gulf war and his disagreement with Bani-Sadr. 


Mas'ud Rajavi is 35 years old. There is a price on his head in Tehran. 
Sentenced to death twice under the shah's dictatorship, his sentence was 
commuted to life in prison. Then the [Iranian revolution gave him his freedom. 
Soon after, because of the nature of the new regime, Rajavi and his 
organization went underground. After another death sentence and a 
spectacular escape, Rajavi made his way to France. This was the reverse 
route of Imam Khomeyni, the patron of the Islamic revolution. The leader 
of the People's Mojahedins left behind his wife who died in a clash with 
"the guardians of the revolution" and their son, a baby, who is still in 
the custody of a "prosecutor of the revolution." 


Iranian politicians go into exile in France. Businessmen prefer Great 
Britain, Switzerland or the United States. Scientists generally choose 
North America. As Francois Mitterrand said in February 1984: "All 
successive layers of the Iranian political geology are in Paris."" Indeed, 
the entire [Iranian political gamut sooner or later ends up in France from 
opposition leaders such as Bani-Sadr and Mas'ud Rajavi to Reza II, the son 
of the late shah of Iran. 


This creates some security problems. Since Imam Khomeyni's accession to 


power, there have been three attempts in France to assassinate prominent 
individuals of the former Iranian government. In December 1979, Prince 
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Charyar-Mustapha Chafik, the youngest son of Princess Achraf Pahlavi, the 
shah's twin sister, was killed opposite his Parisian residence. 


In July, the former prime minister Chapur Bakhtiar escaped curing an 
assassination attempt at his residence in Neuilly. During the shoot- 

out, a resident of the building and a policeman were killed. The five 
members of the commando team were arrested, four sentenced to life 
imprisonment and the fifth to 20 years in prison. In February 1984, the 
Iranian General Oveissy and his brother were killed on Rue de Passy in Paris. 


In the Oise valley, near Pontoise, a comfortable residence has become the 
bunker of the CNR [National Council of the Resistance]. The pool is empty 
and the garden, no longer used as such, has many prefab huts where Iranians 
who have gradually left Iran live. Half-convent, half-fortress, the residence 
is well guarded by gendarmes in cars. It is feared that an assassin, a 
suicidal fanatic, may attack. As a precaution, the Iranians duplicate on 

the grounds the protective system of the French gendarmes. It is difficult 

to get close even with an appointment arranged in advance; Khomeyni's 

threats are taken seriously. Mas'ud Rajavi and his friends have received 
hundreds of threats. 


[Question] Mr Mas'ud Rajavi, 2 months ago, Mr Bani-Sadr, the former 
president of the Islamic Republic of Iran, announced to the press that he 
was ending the agreement which linked him with the CNR. He gave his reasons 
for this decision at the time. Your meetings with Mr Tariq Aziz, Iraqi 
minister of foreign affairs, displeased Mr Bani-Sadr. Moreover, your 
statements on the independence of Kordistan were not well received by the 
former president. Has Mr Bani-Sadr's depart ire meant the d‘sappearance 

of the CNR? 


[Answer] No, it has not. The National Council of the Resistance unanimously 
decided in late March 1984 to end its collaboration with Mr Banj-Sadr. 

Many things were said in the press, rumors and nothing more. My duties as 
the head of the CNR and leader of the People's Mojahedins, oblige me to be 
somewhat reticent. However, in the official CNR communiques, you can read: 
"It is essential to persevere and persist in promoting a policy of peace, to 
assure the interests of the Iranian people. The CNR wishes to stress again 
that the steps taken thus far on this path (the meeting of the CNR official 
with the Iraqi deputy prime minister, preparation of a peace plan and the 
efforts made to have this plan adopted by international bodies and 





*The CNR is made up of professors in the universities, the Iranian National 
Democratic Front, the Eghanah League, the Kordistan Democratic Party of Iran, 
the Labor Party, the People's Mojahedins, the Tohidi Association of Guides and 
the United Council of the Left. 


98 




















organizations, specific activities to promote peace in Iran, calls to 
soldiers to disobey the warlike agents of Khomeyni and leave the front to 
join the resistance forces and the request for a halt to the bombing of 
cities and villages in the country) have aroused not only complete approval 
but also admiration." This is our answer. ‘ 


[Question] However, the CNR communiques merely mention Mr Bani-Sadr's 
positions. 


[Answer] I do not wish to go into details. We preferred to explain our 
positions positively rather than to stress negatively the areas of disagreement. 


Moreover, for us, the essential issue is not Iraq but Khomeyni's regime. 
From a geopolitical viewpoint, it is unthinkable for Iraq to impose one day 
some form of government or dependency on our country. We know that Iraq 
wants peace at present. 


[Question] Is that the reason why Mr Tariq Aziz came to Auvers-sur-Oise? 


[Answer] Yes, we are pursuing a policy to find a just and equitable peace 
with Iraq. Our relationship with this country is very straightforward: 

we want peace and they do too; only Khomeyni wants war. We have made 
peace proposals and they were accepted by Iraq and even by international 
Organizations at times. The Socialist International, in April 1983, 
approved our peace proposal. 


[Question] Some recent information indicates the possibility of a 
rapprochement between the CNR and the Soviet Union. 


[Answer] These are still more rumors: I want to tell you that the CNR 
does not contemplate any form of collaboration with the Tudeh Party.* We 
do not feel close to this organization either politically or ideologically. 
Our council decided last March to reject any political agreement with the 
Tudeh Party. It should be known that this party, before its leaders were 
arrested, had collaborated with the Khomeyni government. Its leaders were 
involved in the repression of the fighting forces of the resistance. 


[Question] Your hard line on the Tudeh Party does not answer the question 
about the Soviet Union or is there a relationship between the two? 


[Answer] We have a 3,000-km border with the USSR. It is not a matter of 
making war on the Soviet Union. We expect in the future to have a good 
neighbor, mutual respect relationship. We are the guarantors of 
independence and democracy in Iran. We do not wish to be dependent on 
either super power, and my presence on French soil is one answer to your 
questions. Our country is our policy. Independence at all levels is the 





* 
The Iranian Communist Party 
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first lesson of our revolution. The People's Mojahedin of Iran is fighting 
to make the Americans and Soviets accept that they must respect a democratic, 
independent Iran. 


[Question] The Gulf war seems to be entering a new phase. It is possible 
that countries outside the region may intervene. What do you think of this 
evolution? 


[Answer] Several days ago, I sent a telegram to the president of the 

United Nations Security Council and now our positions are known in all 
foreign affairs ministries of the member countries of the Security Council. 
We sent this text to Claude Cheysson. We think that Khomeyni has decided 

to regionalize the conflict. The failure of Iranian offensives and the 
reduced oil exports after the Iraqi blockade has put the Khomeyni government 
in a very serious situation. Domestically, he must deal with growing 
resistance which becomes more determined each day. He has just suffered a 
setback during the last legislative elections and the social situation is 
getting worse. 


In my telegram, I explained that Khomeyni threatens the stability of the 
entire region, that he is ready to try anything and that he is contemplating 
escalating his terrorists' activities. He must now continue the war or fall: 
The regime does not respect international rules. Khomeyni has rejected all 
United Nations resolutions about peace in the region. There are over 

120,000 political prisoners in Iran and he has executed 40,000 people since 
1981. Faced with this situatior, we propose a boycott of Khomeyni's oil 

and a halt to arms shipments. 


[Question] Have you sent these proposals to the governments directly 
affected by the boycott or the sale of weapons?” 


[Answer] Let us say that I made our proposals known to some countries 

such as Japan, West Germany and Italy. Our message is very simple: on one 
side, there is Khomeyni or war, anarchy and instability in the entire region. 
On the other side, we have the prospect of a democratic, independent Iran 
with the Mojahedins and the CNR. We propose peace and stability for the 
region. 


[Question] Do you think that the unfavorable trend ot the war may force 
Khomeyni to accept peace? 





“At the time of our interview, the unions of the Japanese merchant marine and 
the ship owners had not decided to stop sending ships to the Gulf. They did 
stop. The CFDT [French Democratic Confederation of Labor in France and the 
British NUS [National Union of Seamen] decided to do likewise. 
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[Answer] He is able to hide domestic repression by continuing and 
escalating the war. Khomeyni might accept a ceasefire only if he were in 
an extremely weak position. 


[Question] If we understand you correctly, we might get the idea that only 
a military defeat in the present conflict will lead to Khomeyni's downfall. 
De you think then that the external factor is more important today than 
domestic resistance? 


[Question] First, we must not separate these two aspects because they are 
intertwined. Khomeyni's warlike nature and his regime's terrorism are 
closely connected with the domestic situation and the repression. The 
slogans of the resistance--peace and liberty--also show the organic 
relationship between the factors you mention. 


Khomeyni is gambling for his future in this war. Without the Gulf war, 
the regime would have been toppled in 1982. We are dealing with a government 
which has lost all legitimacy and which permanently violates human rights. 


[Question] What is the current situation in the army? 


[Answer] The army is under the regime's violent control. Khomeyni is 

trying to create his own army with the "pasdarans.'"' On one side, there is 
the regular army and, on the other, the pasdarans. I met in this very 

place with about 60 officers from the regular armed forces. They represented 
the three armed forces and they came from the various countries where they 
are in exile. The Mojahadins are well regarded in the army. On several 
occasions, there have been revolts and uprisings of patriotic military 

men in the barracks. Several officers had to tlee and hundreds were 
executed. We have the lists ot the names ot the latter. 


[Question] Can you explain how Khomeyni still finds thousands of men to 
send to the front? 


[Answer] Many things can be done by coercion in an atmosphere of terror. 


He is forcibly recruiting young people. School children are being forcibly 
sent without their parents' consent. 


[Question] Is it your opinion that Khomeyni's religious authority has no 
role in this matter? 


[Answer] It is negligible. Absolute repression is his instrument. Islam 
13 only a mask for him. 


[Question] You always speak of the Khomeyni threshold. Do you think that 


the problem can be reduced to a single person, disregarding those segments 
or sectors which profit or support the regime? 
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[Answer] There is a band of terrorists who took power at the price of 

50 executions a day and 100 daily arrests; they are conducting the war that 

has already led to the death of 1 million people. If this government had 

a minimum social basis, it would have answered the people's demands. On 

the other hand, we can say that it needed the crisis to survive. Western 
newspapers are mistaken in believing that this is a strong regime. In reality, 
the war and repression prove its weakness. 


[Question] I must insist, Khomeyni has not done everything you describe alone. 
There is the state apparatus with its personnel, the clergy, those who 

carry out orders and the torturers. Will Khomeyni's death inevitably lead 

to the disappearance of the entire system? 


[Answer] The answer is very simple and we have a recent historical example. 
In "single-person" dictatorships, whether the shah or Khomeyni, when the 
dictator disappears, nothing remains. The collaborators are the:e, but in 
the tyrant's absence, the machine falls apart. I can tell you that, without 
Khomeyni, his system cannot exist. 


[Question] Do you think that Khomeyni's version of Islam will last much 
longer? 


[Answer] In Iran, Khomeyni's Islam will not last much longer.. There will 
be a democratic Islam, for which the Mojahedins are giving their lives 
today. Our [Islam proposes pardon and friendship. 


[Question] Will you pardon the collaborators and torturers? If your forces 
win, will you end the cycle ot violence ravaging Iran? 


[Answer] I cannot decide individually the fate ot those who dipped their 
hands into the people's blood. There will be trials with juries, we 
guarantee the right to counsel and will permit foreign observers to attend 
the trials. 


For the Mojahedins, from an ideological point of view, Islam does not need 
to spill another's blood. We are not planning violence. I want to give 
you a message for Khomeyni. 


[Question] You know, I do not believe that Khomeyni reads L'UNITE 
carefully. 


[Answer] He ready everything dealing with the Mojahedins. Here is the 
message. If Khomeyni agrees to call truly free elections, I will return 
immediately and the People's Mojahedins will put down their weapons to take 
part in the elections. We do not fear the verdict of the ballot-box. 

Before beginning the armed struggle, we tried to exhaust all legitimate means 
of political combat but the repression forced us to take up arms. If 
Khomeyni allowed in Iran half---no, just one-quarter of the freedom 

existing in France, we would be certain to achieve a democratic victory. 


9479 -~END- 
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